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Own one of these leather-bound books 
for only $4.95.. .the price of a paperback! 

THE 100 GREATEST BOOKS EVER WRITTEN 
The finest edition you can find of Moby 
Dick is the great Easton Press leather-
bound edition. Now you can have this 
luxurious book (a wonderful value at its 
regular price of $39.50) for the price 
of a paperback—only $4.95—with no 
obligation to buy any other book. You 
can keep Moby Dick for $4.95 forever! 

Why is The Easton Press making this, 
dare we say it, whale of a deal? Because we 
think you'll be delighted and astonished 
when you see the quality of your first Eas­
ton Press leather-bound edition. When you 
feel the quality of the leather, and hold the 
heft of the book. When you look at the 
beauty of the binding, and see the gleam of 
the 22kt gold inlaid on the spine! 

Frankly, we are hoping you will be so 
taken with this first volume that you will 
want to own additional leather-bound edi­
tions from The 100 Greatest Books Ever 
Written. But you are under no obligation to 
do so. 

Replace those paperbacks 
and forgotten best sellers 

with leather-bound classics! 
There's a time in your life when you 

will want to replace your paper­
backs and forgotten best 

sellers with a library of 

The 
first book 
is yours to 

keep 
for only 
$4.95. 

beautiful and important books. That's what 
a great library is all about...books so mag­
nificent that they are your pride and joy... 
a statement about you. And a library of 
leather-bound books is the best of all. 

Each book bound in 
genuine leather 
with accents of 

22kt gold. 

Real Value! 

The books in this collection are a genuine 
value, not cheap reprints. Not poor-quality 
editions in imitation leather. Easton Press 
editions are the real thing. Real leather edi­
tions of the finest quality. Heirloom books 
elegantly bound and printed on acid-free 
paper so that they will last for generations. 

Yet the cost is not expensive. For little 
more than the price of ordinary-looking 
hardcover books you can own these 
extraordinary editions — books that are 
admired and collected in 131 countries 
around the world. Books that you will be 
proud to display in your home — forever! 

Classics by Bronte. Dickens. 
Dostoyevsky. Shakespeare. Twain. 

Who remembers most of yesterday's best 
sellers? You can be sure the world will never 
forget the works of Shakespeare. Milton. 
Dostoyevsky. Dickens. Tolstoy. Twain. These 
are the greatest authors of all time — rep­
resented here by their greatest works! (We 
include a list of all the titles with your $4.95 
book; you then get to choose which books 
you want to receive!) 

Each volume is custom-bound for you. 

You don't see luxurious leather-bound books 
in most homes, which is all the more reason 
you'll be proud to see them in yours! Nor do 
you see these Easton Press leather editions 
for sale in bookstores. They are made avail­
able directly to you — with no bookstore 
mark-up and no distribution excesses. This 
is what lets us keep the price low and the 
quality high. 

Superior craftsmanship and materials go 
into each Easton Press edition. Premium-
quality leather. Acid-neutral paper. Gilded 
page ends. Satin ribbon page markers. 
Moire fabric endsheets. Superb illustra­
tions. Hubbed spines accented with pre­
cious 22kt gold. 

At jusl $4.95 you have nothing to lose! 

Own Moby Dick for $4.95. For the price of a 
paperback, own this luxurious edition out­
right. Then, whether you buy anything fur­
ther is entirely up to you. Obviously, you get 
this book for a fraction of what it costs us to 
make. We do so in confidence that you will 
be truly impressed. 

To take us up on this unusual opportunity, 
simply call us, toll free, at the number shown, 
or mail the reservation application below. 

CALL TOLL-FREE: 
1-800-367-4534, Ext. 1-7708 

£ 

©1994 MBI ,_ _ _ _ ________ 
Reservation Application 

The Easton Press 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, Conn. 06857 

Yes...send my leather-bound edition of Moby 
Dick for me to keep forever at just $4.95...and 
reserve my subscription to The 100 Greatest 
Books Ever Written. If I like this book, send me 
further editions at the rate of one per month at 
$39.50* each—with this price ($39.50) held 
firm for the next two full years! 

I understand you will send me a list of all the 
titles in the collection. I can tell you which, if 
any, I do not want, and 1 am free to tell you then 
to send me no further books at all if that is my 
decision. 1 may return any book within 30 days 
for a refund, and either party may cancel this 
subscription agreement at any time. 

Here's how I want to pay for my $4.95 Moby 
Dick and future volumes (unless I tell you to 
cancel): 
• VISA D MasterCard D American Express • Discover 

Credit Card No. Expiration Date 

• I prefer to pay by check. ($4.95 enclosed). 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Signature 
All orders subject to acceptance. 

•Plus $3.75 for shipping and handling and any applicable sales tax. 

1-7708 



California desert, page 12 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

In our first issue in 1995, National Parks 
looks back at events of late 1994: the 
wrapup of the 103rd Congress and the 
1994 elections. Congress, entangled in 
partisan bickering and gridlock, passed 
only one major environmental bill, the 
California Desert Protection Act (see 
News, page 12). The 1994 elections re­
flected a swing to the right and signaled 
uncertainty for the future of the envi­
ronmental agenda (see Outlook, page 
6, and Forum, page 24). 

A second theme—that of national 
parks' struggle to withstand visitation 
pressures—emerges with features on 
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park in 
Alaska and growing winter visitation at 
Yellowstone and other national parks. 

NATIONAL PARKS 

Editor: Sue E. Dodge 
Associate Editor: Linda M. Rancourt 

News Editor: Kim A. O'Connell 
Editorial Assistant: M. Katherine Heinrich 

Design Consultant: Icehouse Graphics 

National Advertising Office 
Carol Cummins. Director. Marketing & Advertising 

Nan Sincero. Advertising Sales Coordinator 
1776 Mass. Ave.. N.W., Washington, DC 20056 

(202)223-6722 

National Parks (ISSN 0276 8186) is published bimonthly by the 
National Parks and Conservation Association, 1776 Mass. Ave., 
N.W., Washington. DC 20056. Single copies are $2.50. Title 
registered U.S. Pat. and TM Office, © 1995 by NPCA. Printed in the 
United States. Second class postage paid at Washington. D.C. 
Articles are published tor educational purposes and do not neces­
sarily reflect the views of this association. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes and circulation inquiries to: National Parks, 1776 
Mass. Ave.. N.W.. Washington, DC 20056. 

USA Newsstand Distribution by Eastern News Distributors, Inc., 
2020 Superior St.. Sandusky. (511 +4870. 

® PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

^M 
THE M A G A Z I N E OF THE N A T I O N A L P A R K S A N D C O N S E R V A T I O N A S S O C I A T I O N 

Vol. 60. No. 1-2 
lanuttry/February 1995 

PautC. Pntchard, Publisher 

O U T L O O K 

6 A New Order, by Paul C. Pritchard 

F E A T U R E S 

24 Restoring the Green Agenda 
Conservation groups and park activists need to work together to ensure that 

environmental protection is once again a priority, 
by Tom St. Hilaire 

26 Striking a Balance 
Park managers, local residents, and conservationists must work 
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More precious than silver 
' Unique montage art presents 

three portraits of the wolf 
1 Encircled by a rich marble-

design border with ^ 
double bands of 
platinum 

Once his numbers seemed as many as the stars. 
Today he is more precious than silver—a treasure 
of nature that nearly slipped through our grasp. The 
arctic wolf. The silver scout, lie silently slips out of 
the trees and checks for signs of danger before lead­
ing his pack onward. Beneath his silver coat beats 
the very heart of the wilderness. 

This stunning triple portrait by acclaimed wildlife 
painter Eddie I.el'age is now yours to treasure for­
ever on a line porcelain collector's plate. 

"Silver Scout.'' 8% inches in diameter, is sur­
rounded by a splendid marble-effect and platinum 
border. It is a band-numbered limited edition, 
conies with a Certificate of Authenticity, and is 
hacked by the Bradford Exchange 365-day return 
guarantee. Best of all—priced at $2990—it ' s a 
magnificent wildlife art value. 

"Silver Scout" is issued in a strictly limited 
edition, so to avoid disappointment, order your 
plate today 01994 Bta IUB<«H> 

"Silver Scout 
t Dominion China. Ltd. 

Your Bradford Exchange 
Advantages: 

• \ hand-numbered limited-edition 

plate with a correspondingly hand-

nunthered Certificate of Authenticity 

• \ complete plate store introducing 
you to the artist and detailing the sig­
nificance of this stunning plate 

•A compelling triple portrait by 
acclaimed artist Eddie I.el'age 

•An unconditional 365-daj guaran­
tee allowing you to return your plate 
for a full refund of eu-rything you 
haw paid-including postage 

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue • Ni tes. IL 60714-1393 

/ / / / / / / / OF P I A T I C O L L E C T I N G 

Y E S . Please enter my order for "Silver Scout." 
I understand I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be 
billed $29.90 ' when my plate is shipped. 
Limit: one plate per order. 

Signature „ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ „ 

Mr. Mrs Ms. 

Address 

N.im.i [PIMM Print Clinirly 

City 

State Zip. 

Telephone ( . _). 
•Plus a total of $3 49 postage and handfcng 
Illinois residents add state sates tax. Pendeio credit anoroval. 
The price ot the plate in Canada wet be higher 
Edition limited to 95 tiling days 

12111 E26391 
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O U T L O O K 

A New Order 

I F THERE B ANYTHING we 
can read from the past 
year, it is that a new 

order has taken over the na­
tional parks. 

To begin with, the direc­
tor of the National Park Ser­
vice instituted across-the-
board reorganization, not 
unlike that experienced by 
many private corporations. 
This, plus the retirement of more than 
500 senior park officials, will surely 
change the way the parks are managed. 
No institution can experience a 5 per­
cent loss of personnel—all long-stand­
ing employees, mostly managers—with­
out impact. 

And Congress seemed to be guided 
by the shrillest voices rather than by 
any central principles or pattern of lead­
ership. The only major park bill that 
passed was the California Desert Pro­
tection Act, which created a new mil­
lion-acre unit and expanded and redes­
ignated Joshua Tree and Death Valley. 
There could have been other victories 
for the parks, but Congress was too 
easily manipulated by those masking 
profiteering as private property rights, 
gun-toting as responsible hunting, and 
hate as the solution. 

Most of the park bills that NPCA 
pushed for in 1994—including legisla­
tion that would reform concessions 
policy in the national parks, place the 
Presidio under a more effective man­
agement structure, protect Old Faith­
ful, and fulfill the needs of the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund—now 
await action in the 104th Congress. 

And the only thing more frustrating 

than the unproductivity of 
the last Congress is the un­
certainty of the next. Be­
cause the new Congress is 
said to favor "smaller gov­
ernment," a tenet which of­
ten does not bode well for 
environmental regulations, 
the Endangered Species Act 
and other "green" laws may 
be in trouble. In this politi­

cal climate, looking to Washington to 
protect the environment and the parks 
is even more foolhardy than it was in 
the past. 

The conservation agenda that Aldo 
Leopold described in his Sand County 
Almanac still rings true today. He wrote 
that when his bird dog Gus "couldn't 
find pheasants, he worked up an enthu­
siasm for...meadowlarks" and other 
"unsatisfactory substitutes....We con­
servationists are like that. We set out a 
generation ago to convince the Ameri­
can landowner to control fire, to grow 
forests, to manage wildlife. He did not 
respond very well.... To assuage our 
inner frustration over this failure, we 
have found us a meadowlark—the idea 
that if the private landowner won't prac­
tice conservation, let's build a bureau 
to do it for him." 

What will be crucial for us in this 
new era is to remember that the "fed­
eral solution" is more often a meadow-
lark than a panacea; that there are "ethi­
cal and aesthetic premises which un­
derlie the economic system," according 
to Leopold; and that conservation works 
only if we each practice it. The role of 
the citizen activist is more important 
than ever. 

President, NATIONAL PARKS AND CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

January/February 1995 
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HEALTHMAX TREADMILL BEATS NORDICTRACK ! 
COSTS $300 LESS! 

Both HEALTHMAX and 
NordicTrack WalkFit give you 

an upper and lower body 
workout along with the 

superior exercise of a 
non-motorized treadmill. 
But there are 11 powerful 

reasons to choose 
HEALTHMAX TREADMILL: 

H E A L T H M A X TREADMILL NORDICTRACK WALKFIT 

I L o w Price Q $299 
^BHM^ 'plus $59 shipping handling) ® $599'5 

(plus 149.95 shipping/In lulling) 

Super ior W o r k o u t 
of a N o n - M o t o r i z e d 

Treadmi l l O 
Non-motorized means you set the pace 

tor a better workout and greater 
calorie burn. No motor means safety 

and no maintenance, too. O 
NordicTrack knows 

they're on to something here. BUT... 
HEALTHMAX gives you as much 

and more for about 1 / 2 the price! 

Tota l -Body M u s c u l a r and 
Cardiovascu lar W o r k o u t © 

Works upper and lower body for most 
effective total-body workout. Ordinary 

treadmills only work lower body. O BUT...Whv would you pay 
$300 more than 

HEALTHMAX TREADMILL? 

Full 44" Tread Length O Long tread designed for running 
and walking. ® Shorter 41' / ," tread limits stride length 

machine can accommodate. 

7 Incline Positions © 7 different tread incline angles 
give a full range of workout intensity ® Only n incline* positions whv 

would vou pav S3(K) more? 

6 
Variable 

Res i s tance on 
Arm Exercise 

P o l e s and Tread O 
Adjusts to your p a nulla] resistance 

level with a simple twist of a dial. 
Arm pole resistance is 2-way — 

push run/ pull — 
for maximum workout. 

© 
BUT... WalkFit costs almost 

twice as much as 
HEALTHMAX' 

Electronic 
W o r k o u t M o n i t o r © 7-function monitor 

tracks your workout progress. © BUT... Are you sure you want 
to spend $300 more than 

HEALTHMAX TREADMILL? 

8 Pulse Moni tor 

Included O Monitors your heart rate 
for op t imum—and s a f e -

workout. ® Not included. To get one, 
vou must pav an extra 

$149.95 for their optional 
"workout computer." 

Folds for 
Easy Storage 

10 C o m e s Virtual ly 
Ful ly A s s e m b l e d 

Q 
O 

Easily folds to just 
53" long by 21" wide by 

only 11" high! © BUT...When folded, it's still 
53" long by 24" wide by 
a cumbersome 18" high. 

Simply attach monitor 
and 3 knobs, 

and you're ready to go! ® Requires 
more extensive assemble 

11 Payable in 
Ins ta l lments O 

8 easy credit card installments 
of just $37.38! 

($59 shipping/handling .nidi .i 
to Mrs! installment.) © BUT...You start by paying $169.90, then you 

must pav $39.95 per month for 12 months, 
then a final $34.54! Oadnda i: bammO 

You set the pace for a superior upper and lower body workout! 
By exercising your entire body simultaneously — the muscles in your arms, shoulders, back, chest, abdomen, but­
tocks and legs — HEALTHMAX gives you a non-motorized muscular and aerobic workout that ordinary tread­
mills, rowers or exercise bikes can't match! And it does all this at a price that's half that of NordicTrack's WalkFit! 
So don't delay, pick up the phone and order your HEALTHMAX TREADMILL today. And while you're using it, 
you can think of all the things you can do with the $300 you've saved! 

CALL TOLL-FREE FOR A 30-DAY 
NO-RISK IN-HOME TRIAL: 1-800-458-4652 Ext. 762-164 

WalkFit is a trademark ol \onlu.Track, Inc. 

HEALTHMAX 
47 Richards A v e n u e • Norwa lk , CT 06857 : MHi 
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L E T T E R S 

More Debate on Diversity 
When the May/June issue of National 
Parks included the well-researched and 
timely article by Jack Goldsmith en­
titled "Designing for Diversity," we 
were glad to see that such an important 
topic was featured. Unfortunately, it 
took the shock of the "Debate on Di­
versity" letters [September /October 
1994] to activate our voices. We had 
not realized that there were members 
of NPCA, an organization to which we 
have belonged for many years, who hold 
such strong anti-minority views. We 
have been under the impression, as our 
mixed-racial family has enjoyed the 
beauty, serenity, and recreational op­
portunities that the parks have to offer, 
that these are oar parks to enjoy. We 
are prepared to fight to protect this right 
for all Americans and to preserve these 
parks for many generations to come. 

But what would happen if those of 
us from mixed-racial and ethnic minor­
ity families should begin to feel that the 
parks are only for an elite group and 
not for us? What would happen if noth­
ing is done to encourage those who have 
not yet had the opportunity to visit the 
parks to do so? What will happen if, by 
the year 2000, when one-third of the 
nation's school-age children are ethnic 
minorities, these children do not have 
an opportunity to experience the parks 
first hand? Is there any guarantee that 
when they grow up they will want to 
continue to preserve these parks and 
safeguard them from exploitation? How 
can we expect people to respect and 
protect something they know very little 
about? 

We are both teachers. The majority 
of our students are fine young people 
who belong to the ethnic minority popu-

THE BEST IN-

BINOCULARS 
National Camera offers fine quality binoculars & spotting scopes at the best prices. 

We carry the full line of PEMTAX binoculars at prices too low to advertise. Call our 
binocular experts and let them help you find the binocular that's right for you! 

PENTAX 8x24 UCF III 
Portable compact with quick center 
focus & roll down nibber eye cups. 

Call for Low Price 

PENTAX 8x42 DCF HR 
Durable & weatherproof roof prism 
With new high resolution optics. 

Call for Low Price 

FREE BINOCULAR BUYING GUIDE 

Su<c€zl9/4 Call toll-free 800-624-8107 

National Camera Exchange 
9300 Olson Highway. Golden Valley. MN 55427. We take trade-ins and otter a 30-day money-back guarantee...call tor details. We are 
authorized dealers for Bausch & Lomb. Zeiss. Swift Nikon. Leica. Minolta. Kowa. and all major camera brands. Store hours; Monday to 
Friday 9-9. Saturday 10-6. Sunday 12-5 (Central Time). To order by mail, send check/Visa/MasterCard/Discover/AMEX to previously 
mentioned address In MN. add 6.5°o sales tax. All prices subject to change For customer service call (612)546-6831 

lations that arc underrepresented in the 
parks. We feel that more outreach work 
must be done to encourage ethnic mi­
norities not only to visit the parks but 
to choose park-related careers. 

Is there any evidence that encourag­
ing ethnic minorities to come to the 
parks would have disastrous conse­
quences such as increased crime? On 
the contrary, it seems likely that if more 
young people from the inner cities had 
the opportunity to work in and enjoy 
the parks, overall crime would drop. 

Patricia M. Bnske-Zainal, Ed.D. 
Ismet Zainal 
Laurel, MD 

It isn't as though I really need remind­
ing that, despite much effort and con­
siderable progress, ours is still essen­
tially a racist nation. I got the reminder 
nonetheless in the letters responding to 
your excellent article on diversity. Our 
complex problems hardly call for more 
blaming of the victims or other simple-
minded answers. The national parks 
have a mandate to serve all citizens, 
and they require the support of the 
entire public and their tax dollars. 

It is certainly true that our parks are 
being overused and trashed—but obvi­
ously not by minorities. The prime fac­
tors are that, in the "good ol' American 
way," the parks are outrageously ex­
ploited to make a buck and that visitors 
(mostly white) have little respect for 
nature. Such letters make me ashamed 
of and fearful for my country. 

Norm Wallen 
Flagstaff, AZ 

As the historian at Lowell National 1 lis-
torical Park, I am writing to thank you 
for the excellent article by Jack Gold­
smith, "Designing for Diversity," and 
to let you know how troubling I find 
the response letters. 

The United States is becoming a 
more racially and ethnically diverse na­
tion. The National Park Service wel­
comes these changes and is striving to 
make the system accessible and mean­
ingful tor all people. According to the 
NPS report "Humanities and the Na­
tional Parks—Adapting to Change," to 
serve today's public, the Park Service 
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PENTAX 8x40 PCF H 
Full size BAK I porro prism with 
multi-coated lenses & center focus. 
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At first, you may wonder why anyone would offer such a fine coffeemaker 
free. But as soon as you open your first package of Gevalia* Kaffe, and smell 
its freshly roasted fragrance, you'll realize that coffee that smells this rich 
deserves to be perfectly brewed. 

Then, when you pour yourself a steaming cup and start to 
experience its heartwarming flavor—deep, full-bodied, completely 

Yc ou may try this offer for 
the free coffeemaker. 

But you'll stay for 
the coffee. 
satisfying—you'll know that you've finally found the coffee 
you've been searching for. 

SINCE 1853. 
It all started in 1853 in the port town of Gavle, Sweden, 

when Victor Theodor Engwall founded his importing 
company. As the years went by, his family was seized by an 
obsession to produce the world's most superb cup of coffee. 

Tirelessly, they worked month after month, tasting and 
testing the exotic coffee beans that came into port until at last 
they were satisfied. And soon, their obsession with perfection was 

dramatically rewarded. 

THE ROYAL SEAL OF APPROVAL. 
As the story goes, King Gustav V sailed into the port of Gavle one day, and smelled the 

delicious aroma of Gevalia in the air. He tasted it and was so enchanted that he appointed 
Gevalia Kaffe coffee purveyor to His Majesty and the Royal Court of Sweden. 

Today, Gevalia—a blend of up to six varieties 0(^,5. highly prized 
Arabica beans—is still made in Gavle and still 
carries the Royal Seal. It has become Sweden's 
most beloved coffee, and can become yours, too 
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"must develop an array of educational 
presentations that reflect the many 
voices, needs, and traditions of Amer­
ica's diverse population." Alternatively, 
NPS could adopt the racist arguments 
reflected in the response letters. How­
ever, under the leadership of Director 
Roger Kennedy, NPS is committed to 
moving aggressively in the direction of 
inclusion, rather than exclusion. 

Martin Blatt 
Lowell NHP 
Lowell, MA 

As a Kanaka Maoli (Native Hawaiian) 
who practices her religion at Kilauea 
volcano in Hawaii Volcanoes National 
Park, [I find that] the attitudes and bi­
ases exhibited against minorities in the 
letters regarding Jack Goldsmith's ar­
ticle belie extremely distorted perspec­
tives of just what these "parks" mean to 
great numbers of Americans who are 
not white and middle or upper class. 

White Americans who consistently 
avoid us and try to limit us to ghettos 
and reservations are those who are truly 
"intellectually bankrupt," and are just 

delaying the day they will have to treat 
us as equals. 

Lehua Lopez 
The Native Lands Institute 
Albuquerque, NM 

I am concerned by the overwhelmingly 
negative response to the article "De­
signing for Diversity." In particular, 
comments alluding to "the problems 
ethnic minorities create" and the possi­
bility that "bringing in blacks and 
Latinos from the ghettos will only con­
tribute disproportionately to vandalism 
and other criminal activities" do injus­
tice to the spirit of the article. 

Today I realized just how far ofi base 
these statements are. I am a seasonal 
park ranger, and I had the pleasure of 
introducing a group of 50 children to 
the ocean. Many of the fourth graders 
in this ethnically mixed group came 
from the inner city and had never had 
the opportunity to visit a place like Cape 
Lookout National Seashore. The smiles, 
laughter, and obvious joy that the en­
tire group shared made me realize that 
it is the National Park Service's respon­

sibility to ensure that everyone has the 
chance to reach the parks, regardless of 
their economic circumstances. Mostly, 
though, I am grateful to the small fund 
of money in my park's budget that pays 
students' ferry fees into the park. 

Brian Mitchell 
Cape Lookout NS 
Harkers Island, NC 

Your letter writers seem to think that 
having more blacks and Latinos [in the 
parks] will increase crime. I've got news 
for them. As one who has worked as a 
seasonal dispatcher for the law enforce­
ment unit of a major urban national 
park, I can testify that all the crimes 
mentioned—robbery, murder, drug 
trafficking, and gang activity—are al­
ready present in many units of the Na­
tional Park System, courtesy of some 
elements ot the white population. 

William M. Pierce 
Cuyahoga Valley NRA 
Cleveland, OH 

Since men "contribute disproportion-
atelv to vandalism, robberv, murder. 
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drug trafficking, and gang activity," I 
hope you don't mind if "we" keep "our" 
parks for women only. But, by all means, 
keep paying your taxes. 

Sincerely, "Betty Bigot" 
But seriously, NPCA, 1 can't believe 
you accept these guys as members! The 
National Park Service may be required 
to let them in, but you are a private 
organization. Do you really need their 
dollars that much? 

I work for a park agency and have-
posted a copy of those objectionable 
letters to let my colleagues know what 
we're up against in trying to make our 
publicly owned facilities accessible to 
all Americans. 

Cassie Thomas 
Watertown, MA 

Although I do not necessarily disagree 
with the points of view and concerns 
expressed in the "Debate on Diversity" 
letters, they do beg the question. If, at 
this time, minorities don't make use of 
the national parks, then who is respon­
sible for the problems that currently 
plague the parks? Who is responsible 
lor the litter, vandalism, graffiti carved 
in trees, pollution, overcrowding, ero­
sion caused by taking short cuts on 
trails, and exploitation of the parks for 
economic reasons? 

Jan Baas 
Berthoud, CO 

Studies performed by the National Park 
Service have identified the overt dis­
crimination that exists in the national 
parks. Fortunately, the agency is taking 
initial steps to combat this. Former Di­
rector William Perm Mott, in a 1987 
address to NPS urban superintendents, 
stated, "We must avoid the temptation 
to become an insular agency focused 
on a simpler past....We must reach out 
in order to ensure that [the] values of 
the NPS will remain a vital part of our 
national agenda into the 2 1st century." 
The values Mott spoke ol do not in­
clude the preservation of private oases 
tor elitist white environmentalists. They 
do include making parks available and 
relevant to all Americans, including 
those with disabilities, the elderly, and 
people of color. 

The claim that people of color are 
not interested in the environment is 
false. One only needs note the rise of 
the environmental justice movement to 
see that people of color are not only 
interested in the environment, but are-
forming activist groups to deal with is­
sues such as toxic dumping, lead poi­
soning, and safe drinking water. 

As Goldsmith's article points out, 
NPS binding is based on tax dollars 
and congressional support. If NPS fails 
to generate support from the growing 
number of people of color in this coun­
try, it will see its supportive constitu­
ency shrink along with its funding. 

Maria K. Wiseman 
Washing/on, DC 

It is the attitude of assigning to minori­
ties propensities lor "vandalism and 
other criminal activities, including rob­
bery, murder, drug trafficking, and gang 
activity" that has opened fertile new 
ground for anti-environmental groups 
such as People for the West among eth­
nic minority communities across the 
Western United States. 

Clearly these writers reflect a too-
prevalent attitude among mainstream 
environmentalists—that minorities rank 
well below plants, bears, and other liv­
ing things that need to be preserved 
and nurtured for the benefit of future 
generat ions . \Que vergiienzal (For 
shame!) 

Arturo Sandoval 
Voces (Voices), Inc. 
Albuquerque, KM 

As a 15-year veteran of the National 
Park Service, 1 was extremely pleased 
to see your magazine [address] multi-
culturalism in the national parks. 

As an African American who has 
dedicated his life to the national parks, 
I am truly disappointed in those who 
believe that Americans "look to the 
parks as an escape from the problems 
ethnic minorities create." There are-
many forces at work that keep minori­
ties from using the parks at a level on 
par with other visitors, but perhaps as 
significant as any of the factors is the 
feeling that people such as those who 
wrote those unspeakable letters are in 

the parks waiting to blame minorities 
for anything wrong with the parks, the 
country, and their lives. 

Are national parks to become the 
oasis of the racist and the home of in­
tolerance? I want to encourage you in 
the strongest possible words to not give 
up on this discussion of what is right, 
fair, and honorable. If you drop this 
subject from future issues of your maga­
zine, you will have helped to close the 
door on minorities developing a greater 
interest in the resources and values that 
our national parks represent. The na­
tional parks are for all of the people. 
This is not a "politically correct" idea, 
it is the law. 

I hope that you will soon hear from 
the millions of Americans who have 
committed themselves to equal oppor­
tunities for all Americans and who be­
lieve that, like freedom, the national 
parks represent one ol the best ideas 
this nation has ever had. 

William W. Cwaltuey 
Superintendent, 
Booker T. Washington KM 
Hardy, VA 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Massachu­
setts Are., K.W., Washington, DC 
20036. Or call 1-900-835-6344. Callers 
will he charged 89 cents a minute. For e-
mail addresses, see page 48. Letters mar 
he edited for length and clarity. 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 11 

V.i;,:: .:•:>•: I >.:..:•:::;• \l.i-.i.'. :•:.: .mil Hill lllk < I n ol 
NATIONAL PARKS 

< IWNER AND PUBLISHER: National Parks & Conservation 
Association EDITOR AND MANAGING EDITOR: Stic E. 
Dodge IlEADODAR 11 .RS o l ' I'l 451.ISI IER AND PUBLICA-
Tic IN: lT7o Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20056 

STOC Kill II.Dl RS.BONDIIOLDI RS.MC IRTGAGE,OTIIER 
SECURITY 1IOLDERS: None 

Single ;>.:.,• 
N o v / D c t 91 .ne i re t t 

thf.H.eh h i m , , J IC 
V , . i O c t W Sep! I ' . : '• 

A. T< ITAL c :c SPIES PRINTED 
(net press run) 412.462 470,554 

15. TOTAL PAIDClR.Cia.ATK IN 
1. Single copy sales 5.457 4.057 
2. Mail subscriptions 425.504 460.452 

(7 TOTAL PAID CIRCULATION 428,941 465,589 

D. FREE DISTRIBUTION 1.509 1.520 

E. TOTAL DISTRIBUTION 
(Sum of C and D) 450.450 466,709 

P. COPIES NOT DISTRIBUTED 
1. Office use. left over 9,425 5,790 
2. Return Irotn news seems 2,589 55 

G. TOTAL (Sum of E and F) 442,462 470.534 

file:///l.i
http://PAIDClR.Cia.ATK


N C A 

N E W S 
GRIDLOCK RULES 
103RD CONGRESS 
The 103 rd Congress has already been 
called the least effective Congress in 
decades. In the months before it ad­
journed last fall, most of the environ­
mental agenda was blocked by Repub­
licans who, after a sweeping mid-term 
election, would take over the 
majority in the new Con­
gress. Nevertheless, some 
progress was made for na­
tional parks. 

NPCA and conservation­
ists across the nation are hail­
ing the passage of the Cali­
fornia Desert Protection Act, 
the only major environmen­
tal bill to make it through 
the congressional logjam. 
The law, signed by President 
Clinton in October, expands 
Death Valley and Joshua 
Tree national monuments 
and redesignates them as na­
tional parks and creates the 
Mojave National Preserve. 
Although NPCA had lob­
bied to give the Mojave na­
tional park status, a designa­
tion that would disallow 
hunting, Congress instead 
created the national preserve 
as advocated by hunting in­
terests. The act also protects 4 million 
acres of desert land as wilderness. 

The bill was a major achievement 
for Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), 
who made good on a 1992 campaign 
promise to pass the measure. "Sen. 
Feinstein's vision and persistence have 
helped create a great legacy for future 

generations," NPCA President Paul C. 
Pritchard said. "The vote to protect the 
California desert is a landmark achieve­
ment for America's National Park Sys­
tem and provides new evidence that the 
environmental agenda is alive and well." 

NPCA is also pleased that Congress 
enacted legislation to add 3,640 acres 
to Saguaro National Monument in Ari-

A desert tortoise, in a field of owl clover, is among the creatures to 
receive additional protections through the California desert law. 

zona and redesignate it as a national 
park and created the New Orleans Jazz 
National Historical Park in Louisiana. 

A major achievement for President 
Clinton in the first year of the 103 rd 
Congress was the passage of the North 
American Free T r a d e Agreement , 
which, in addition to lilting trade barri­

ers, provides for cooperative conserva­
tion efforts among the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico under a side agree­
ment backed by NPCA and others. 
Clinton also signed into law the Utah 
Land Exchange Act, which transfers 
state lands to Arches and Capitol Reef 
national parks. Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area, and Dinosaur National 

Monument through a state-
federal exchange. N P C A 
played a lead role in negoti­
ating the bill. 

Car lsbad Caverns Na­
tional Park in New Mexico 
won and lost in the 103 rd 
Congress. In 1993, the presi­
dent signed a law that per­
manently prohibits oil and 
gas drilling in an area near 
the park to protect spectacu­
lar Lechuguilla Cave. How­
ever, in 1994 Congress pre­
vented the National Park 
Service (NPS) from remov­
ing the park's unnecessary 
underground lunchroom. 

Unfor tuna te ly , several 
park-related bills that had re­
ceived bipartisan support 
were stalled or defeated in 
e lec t ion- t ime efforts to 
thwart the Clinton agenda. 
Of these, NPCA is most dis­
appointed about the setback 

at the compromise stage of concessions 
reform legislation, which had easily 
passed both houses by 10 to 1 margins. 
A top issue for NPCA, concessions re­
form would have ended costly subsi­
dies to the park concessions industry. 
By increasing franchise fees and ensur­
ing that at least some fee revenue was 
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returned to the national parks instead 
of the general treasury, concessions re­
form could generate $45 million to $60 
million annually in benefits for the park 
system when fully implemented. NPCA 
will continue the fight for concessions 
reform this year. 

Another widely lamented setback 
was mining reform legislation, which, 
in a version endorsed by NPCA and 
other groups, would have stopped the 
environmental degradation and fiscal ir­
responsibility allowed mining compa­
nies under the 1872 Mining Law. The 
bill was stalled by Western senators. 
Although the 104th Congress is likely 
to be even more hostile to the measure, 
environmental groups will again endorse 
mining reform and the reauthorization 
of the Clean Water Act, which would 
protect water from mining pollution. 

The fate of threatened and endan­
gered plants and animals remains in the 
balance, since Congress again failed to 
reauthorize and strengthen the Endan­
gered Species Act. In spite of this, 
NPCA will continue to work for the 
recovery of many endangered species, 
from the gray wolf in Yellowstone to 
the red wolf in the Great Smoky Moun­
tains. Because Congress stonewalled the 
Old Faithful Protection Act, as it did in 
1992, Yellowstone's famous geyser and 
other features remain at risk as well. 

Other bills that appeared likely to 
pass yet did not: a measure to establish 
a public corporation to manage and 
lease the historic buildings of the Pre­
sidio, the San Francisco military post 
now part of the park system; another to 
create a national park in South Dakota 
at the site of the 1890 Wounded Knee 
massacre; and a bill to preserve the New 
York home and studio of landscape 
painter Thomas Cole. On the plus side, 
Congress did pass legislation to expand 
Connecticut's Weir Farm National His­
toric Site, the home and studio of Ameri­
can painter J. Alden Weir. 

In 1994, the House also considered 
a bill that would create a new kind of 
park, to be known as an American Heri­
tage Area. The bill would have desig­
nated ten culturally significant heritage 
areas and established a process to studs-
others. NPCA hopes the bill will be 

reintroduced and passed early in the 
new Congress. NPCA is also confident 
that a bill to protect cultural sites near 
Chaco Culture National Historical Park 
in New Mexico, which passed both 
houses of Congress, will be quickly en­
acted. NPCA will also push for approval 
ol legislation to establish the Tallgrass 
Prairie National Preserve in Kansas, 
which NPCA had helped to protect. 

In September, Congress approved a 
$1.079-billion NPS budget, a much-
needed 1.7-percent increase over the 
1994 budget. It decreased by 22 per­
cent from 1994, however, the amount 
of money allocated for NPS land pur­
chases in 1995. Congress allocated only 
$45.7 million to NPS—a fraction of the 
$900 million available annually from the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

The conservatism of the new Con­
gress has NPCA and others consider­
ing the ramifications tor national parks. 
Republican legislators who helped to 
defeat some of the important park bills 
mentioned above will now take over 
committee positions that deal with parks 
(see Alaska regional report, page 22). 

For example. Rep. Jim Hansen (R-
Utah), likely chair of the House sub­
committee for parks, has alarmed some 
by saying he will consider the forma-

The gray wolf is just one endangered 
species that NPCA will work to protect. 

tion of a "parks closing commission" 
similar to the base closure commission. 
NPCA argues that any review of the 
viability of parks must be bipartisan. 

The League of Conservation Voters 
has said that the new Congress should 
not ignore the public's desire for effec­
tive environmental legislation. NPCA 
agrees. "We hope the 104th Congress 
chooses to leave a legacy of preserva­
tion rather than one of failure and 
gridlock," NPCA's Pritchard said. 

NEWSUPDATE 

• A win for wolves. The Alaska 
Board of Game has suspended a plan 
to kill wolves to increase populations 
of their natural prey—caribou and 
moose—pending a review by the new 
governor. Intended to benefit the 
state's sport and subsistence hunt­
ers, the plan was being carried out 
on lands adjacent to Denali and 
Wrangell-St. Elias national parks and 
Yukon-Charley Rivers National Pre­
serve. Because wolves roam beyond 
park boundaries, the plan endan­
gered packs that inhabit parks. 
NPCA said. Before the suspension, 
the board had intended to shrink 
the buffer zone next to Denali. 

• ;Fantastico! NPCA has received 
wonderful news from south of the 
border. On November 4, outgoing 
Mexico President Carlos Salinas de 
Gortari signed decrees designating 
four new wildlife preserves on lands 
near Big Bend National Park in 
Texas. Efforts had been under way 
for 60 years to protect the areas. 
Totaling 1.6 million acres, the pre­
serves will provide the basis for 
cross-border ecosystem manage­
ment. "We commend Mexico for 
its visionary step for conservation 
and international cooperation," said 
NPCA Southwest Regional Direc­
tor Dave Simon. 
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RECOVERY PROCEEDS FOR 
EVERGLADES, PANTHERS 
The beleaguered south Florida ecosys­
tem, including Everglades National Park 
and the endangered Florida panther, 
could be on its way to recovery if com­
prehensive plans are implemented. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
has drafted several proposals to restore 
the Everglades ecosystem and reverse 
nearly 50 years of resource manipula­
tion. In 1948, Congress sanctioned the 
Corps to reduce flooding and enhance 
agricultural production—as well as re­
claim wetlands and form water conser­
vation areas—by building dams, levees, 
canals, and pumping stations to control 
waterflows in south Florida. 

"We've been given the opportunity 
to look at an ecosystem holistically [and 
have concluded that] the restoration of 
south Florida starts with restoration of 
the hydrologic cycle," said Col. Terry 
Rice at a public hearing in November. 

The Corps' ten proposals aim to re­
store natural waterflow to the Ever­
glades ecosystem, now bereft of the spe­
cies diversity and free flows once found 
there. The options range from a plan 
that calls for only operational changes, 
which the Corps admits is inadequate, 
to the full restoration alternative, or plan 
6, endorsed by NPCA and other groups. 

"NPCA is pleased that the Corps of 
Engineers has recognized the need for 
hydrologic restoration and identified 
alternatives for action," testified Will 
Callaway, an NPCA Washington repre­
sentative, before the Corps. "By select­
ing plan 6, the Corps will not restrict 
innovative actions and will ensure the 
most comprehensive effort is under­
taken to restore the Everglades." 

Designed to increase the spatial ex­
tent of the "River of Grass," plan 6 
would reconnect Lake Okeechobee, 
Florida's great south-central lake, to the 
Everglades; restore natural, seasonal 
waterflow from the lake; store water 
now dumped from the lake and from 
urban areas; restore sheetflow—water-
flows that lack a distinct channel— 
throughout the Everglades ecosystem; 
and improve water quality standards. 

NPCA and others also believe that 

Restoring waterflows to the Everglades could reverse 50 years of hydrologic engineering. 

plan 6 goes furthest to protect the Ev­
erglades from pollution and encroach­
ing development, the latest threat be­
ing an amusement park to be built on 
wetlands next to the park. Conserva­
tionists expect that the heaviest pollut­
ers of the Everglades—the sugar indus­
try and other agricultural interests—will 
come out against plan 6. 

Although it has not chosen an op­
tion yet, the Corps has proceeded to 
the next step, a feasibility study, which 
typically takes several years. NPCA is 
encouraging the Corps to complete the 
study within a year and a half. 

NPCA is similarly urging swift ac­
tion on an intercross plan that would 
use Texas cougars to enhance the gene 
pool of the endangered Florida pan­
ther. Inbreeding and habitat loss have 
driven the Florida predator dangerously 
close to extinction, with fewer than 50 
remaining in the wild. 

NPCA has asked the interagency re­
covery team to introduce the Texas ani­
mals to certain areas of Big Cypress 
National Preserve and the Everglades 
before late spring, the latest time this 
year that the panthers are likely to breed. 

Because the National Park Service is 
counting on the Everglades to be viable 
habitat for panther populations, NPCA 
will continue to support quick imple­
mentation of both recovery plans. 

DENALI TASK FORCE 
COMES TO CONCLUSIONS 
The primeval character of Alaska's 
Denali National Park must precede any 
proposed land uses, reported the Denali 
Task Force in October. 

In early 1994, Interior Secretary 
Bruce Babbitt created the Denali Task 
Force as a special arm of the National 
Park System Advisory Board to study 
and report on the conflict-ridden park. 
For years, park managers have struggled 
to preserve Denali's natural resources 
while serving an increasing number of 
visitors, which has doubled since 1980. 

NPCA Alaska Regional Director 
Chip Dennerlein was invited to partici­
pate on the committee, which brought 
together 16 representatives from busi­
ness, environmental groups, and state 
and local governments. "The task force 
report is significant because 16 people 
came together and found common 
ground over a number of critical issues, 
including preserving wildlife and the 
primitive character of the park's north 
side and providing appropriate visitor 
opportunities along the south side," 
Dennerlein said. "While it is only a re­
port from a citizen committee, it will 
definitely have an cited on the way the 
National Park Service does business." 

A top issue for the task force is the 
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single road that meanders westward to 
Kantishna from the visitor entrance on 
the park's east side. Traversing 90 miles 
along the north slope of the Alaska 
Range, the road has been at the center 
of recent debates, including a proposal 
to overhaul the bus system and a state 
plan to build another road to Kantishna. 
Although this new northern route was 
not recommended by the task force, a 
minority of committee members did not 
rule out its future consideration if in­
creased traffic overwhelms the existing 
road. The full task force recommended 
that the park road's primitive character 
be maintained, that limits on private 
vehicles be enforced, and that improve­
ments be made to the bus system. 

The report discusses other divisive 
Kantishna issues as well. It recommends 
that NPS expedite the purchase of old 
mining claims and development rights 
and private lands that are inconsistent 
with wilderness values. In response to a 
specific proposal put forth last sum­
mer, the report also states that public 
or private recreational-vehicle camp­
grounds must not be developed in 
Kantishna. 

Overflights and subsistence hunting 
also were addressed by the group. The 
group agreed that an air access plan 
should be developed, and a majority 
believed that the existing Kantishna air 
strip should be maintained for light use, 
not to transport large numbers of visi­
tors into the park interior. 

The task force report also makes rec­
ommendations for recreational-use 
plans on Denali's south side, to be de­
veloped cooperatively with the state of 
Alaska. The committee suggested the 
development of a visitor/interpretive 
center on state parkland that provides 
outstanding views of Mount McKinley. 
The formation of a joint state and fed­
eral coordinating committee to provide 
a framework for future planning was 
also recommended. NPCA is pleased 
that NPS is considering the report's rec­
ommendations as it revisits a south-side 
development plan that was widely criti­
cized when first released in fall 1993. 

The report will now be submitted to 
Secretary Babbitt through the National 
Park System Advisory Board. 

NPS STUDY RECOMMENDS 
CURBS ON OVERFLIGHTS 
The "very fabric of many national 
parks" is frayed by aircraft overflights 
and must be protected, the National 
Park Service says. 

Last October, after a four-year de­
lay, NPS released its report on national 
park overflights to Congress, which 
mandated completion of the study—by 
August 1990—as a provision of the 1987 
National Overflights Act. NPCA and 
other groups had sued the Interior De­
partment and NPS over the delay as a 
violation of environmental law. 

The report examines the nature and 

scope of commercial air tours, general 
aviation, and military flights over na­
tional parks. It studies the effects of 
such air traffic on natural quiet, cul­
tural and historical resources, wildlife, 
safety, and visitors and makes recom­
mendations for mitigation. Most of the 
data concern Grand Canyon National 
Park, which has sometimes logged 
10,000 "flightseeing" tours a month. 

Last March, NPCA met with NPS 
and air tour operators to discuss the 
need for overflights regulations. About 
the same time, the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) and NPS an­
nounced their intention to jointly de­
velop such regulations, which would de-
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Bill 

California Desert 
Protection Act 
Public Law 103-433 

Saguaro 
Public Law 103-364 

NAFTA 
Public Law 103-182 

Lechuguilla Cave 
Public Law 103-169 

Concessions Reform 
S. 208 

Old Faithful 
Protection Act 
H.R.1137 

Mining Reform 
H.R. 322 

Purpose 

Establishes Mojavc National Preserve, 
expands Death Valley and Joshua Tree 
national monuments, redesignates them 
as national parks, and designates 4 million 
acres ot wilderness. Creates New Orleans 
Jazz National Historical Park. NPCA 
supported. 

Expands Saguaro National Monument 
by 3,640 acres and redesignates it as a 
national park. NPCA supported. 

Establishes the North American Free 
Trade Agreement, which litts trade 
barriers with Mexico and Canada and 
provides lor cooperative conservation 
efforts. NPCA supported. 

Permanently withdraws an area near 
Carlsbad Caverns National Park from oil 
and gas drilling to protect spectacular 
Lechuguilla Cave. NPCA supported. 

Increases concessions fees and returns 
them to the park system, establishes 
competitive bidding for contracts, 
reforms possessory interest. NPCA 
supported. 

Regulates geothermal drilling and 
pumping around Yellowstone to prevent 
damage to the park's geysers, hot springs, 
and other features. NPCA supported the 
version approved by the House. 

Reforms the 1872 Mining Law. Imposes 
royalties and environmental standards on 
mining companies. Establishes regu­
lations for the reclamation ot abandoned 
mines. NPCA supported the House-
passed version. 

Status 

Signed into law by President 
Clinton on October 31, 1994. 

Signed into law by President 
Clinton on October 14. 1994. 

Signed into law by President 
Clinton on December 8, 1993. 

Signed into law by President 
Clinton on December 2, 1993. 

S. 208 passed the Senate in March 
1994 and the House in July 1994 
but was stalled at the compromise 
stage. NPCA will push for its 
passage in 1995. 

H.R. 1137 passed the House in 
November 1993 but never made it 
out of the Senate. NPCA considers 
its passage critical in 1995. 

The House passed H.R. 322 in 
November 1993. The Senate 
approved another retorm bill that 
was unanimously opposed by the 
environmental community. Efforts 
to forge a compromise failed. 



termine where and at what time and 
altitude air tours can take place. The 
NPS report also recommends the es­
tablishment of "very large" no-fly zones 
and requirements for quieter aircraft. 
The interagency regulations team has 
been notified of the report's findings, 
and draft regulations are expected by 
February. 

According to the study, about 30 
percent of all park units have experi­
enced resource and visitor impacts from 
overflights. Although the Overflights 
Act has helped to curb peak-period 
noise levels at some parts of Grand Can­
yon, many national parks, such as Ha­
waii's Haleakala and Hawaii Volcanoes, 
are still experiencing increases. 

NPS recommends that it, FAA, and 
the Department of Defense create in­
teragency working groups to address 
issues at several parks identified accord­
ing to priority. Grand Canyon, the Ha­
waii parks, Great Smoky Mountains, 
and Glacier were identified as having 
the most widespread overflights prob­
lems and the most obvious impacts; 
Utah's Zion, Canyonlands, and Arches 

were named as parks where natural 
quiet, specifically, must be restored. 
Other parks were identified as having 
conflicts related primarily to safety or 
military operations. 

The report states that low-altitude 
overflights by military aircraft are inju­
rious to park wildlife, causing "repro­
ductive and energy losses, and habitat 
avoidance and abandonment." In No­
vember, NPCA objected to a U.S. Air 
Force plan to create "military opera­
tions areas" for flight training over cer­
tain public lands in Alaska, including 
Yukon-Charley Rivers National Pre­
serve. The Air Force would fly 80,000 
"sorties" per year over the park, result­
ing in more than 20,000 sonic booms. 

"Military training flights over Yu­
kon-Charley would be not just an an­
noyance to people but a real threat to 
wildlife," said Phil Voorhees, an NPCA 
Washington representative. "In the 
past, such military activity, on a much 
more limited scale, has led to serious 
accidents and wildfires in Yukon-
Charley." 

NPCA recently raised similar con-
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WISE USE WATCH 

W ith this issue, National Parks 
will track the activity of the 

so-called Wise Use Movement 
(WUM), the self-proclaimed enemy 
of the environmental movement. 

WUM is the umbrella name for 
both a coalition of groups and an 
anti-conservation ethic. These groups 
run the gamut from timber compa­
nies to ranchers and developers and 
often hide behind misleading feel­
good names such as Citizens for the 
Environment, People for the West!, 
and the Sahara Club. 

In the last year, "wise users" have 
gutted or stalled as much environ­
mental legislation as possible (see 
page 12). Under the guise of pro­
tecting property values, wise users, 
sounding the "takings" alarm, have 
urged the removal of any regulations 
on the abuse of the environment. 

Although WUM has fewer than 
100,000 members, it has successfully 
sent its supporters to Congress, as it 
did in its September Fly-in for Free­
dom, an annual lobbying effort. Last 
fall, the Sahara Club published a 
newsletter on how to attack the en­
vironmental movement. The news­
letter instructed, "Use dirty tricks to 
drive 'em nuts.. ..What's a dirty trick? 
Just about anything that costs the 
eco-movement time, grief,...and 
money is worth using." 

Wise users pushed the public's 
panic buttons a few years ago over 
the threatened spotted owl of the 
Northwest. This year, their target is 
the Cascades international park. 
NPCA and others have been work­
ing to create an international park to 
protect the Cascades of Washington 
State and British Columbia. In Oc­
tober, a wise user called meetings 
around Washington to oppose the 
park. He said that the park is part of 
a "global plot" to allow the United 
Nations to take over the state. Al­
though the speaker admitted that he 
did not have documentation to sup­
port his statements, such propa­
ganda, unfortunately, is believed. 
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Because of grazing, 16 plant species of the Channel Islands may be listed as endangered. 

cerns about a proposed runway expan­
sion at the Gardiner Airport immedi­
ately adjacent to Yellowstone's north­
ern boundary. NPCA criticized the 
project's environmental assessment for 
failing to adequately analyze noise and 
other impacts from increased air traf­
fic, including effects on wildlife such as 
grizzly bears and bald eagles. The as­
sessment also fails to consider mea­
sures—such as restrictions on over­
flights—that would limit these impacts. 

CHANNEL ISLANDS CATTLE 
HARM NATIVE VEGETATION 
Extensive grazing at Channel Islands 
National Park in California may cause 
several native plant species to be listed 
as threatened or endangered. 

When it purchased Santa Rosa Is­
land—the second largest of the five 
Channel Islands off the southern Cali­
fornia coast—in 1987, the National Park 
Service struck an agreement with the 
owner that will allow grazing until 2012. 
Under the 25-year permit, the Vail & 
Vickers Company can continue its cattle 
ranching and commercial hunting op­
eration, unless these uses prove incom­
patible with resource protection. 

NPCA, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and several other groups say 

that this incompatibility has already 
been proven. "Widespread grazing by 
non-native animals has seriously de­
nuded native vegetation, disturbed en 
dangered wildlife, and disrupted the 
unique ecology of Santa Rosa Island," 
said Brian Huse, NPCA Pacific regional 
director. 

About 85 percent of Santa Rosa is 
covered by grasslands, which are criss­
crossed with trails and heavily grazed 
by about 5,000 cattle, as well as the 
deer and elk used for the hunting op­
eration. In addition to feeding on rare 
plants, these animals disturb topsoil 
with their hooves, allowing more ag­
gressive plants and weeds to crowd out 
native vegetation. The Fish and Wild­
life Service has concluded that grazing 
has caused 16 native plant species to 
become candidates for the endangered 
species list. Five of the 16 candidates 
occur only on Santa Rosa Island. 

NPS believes it is protecting the re­
source as well as it can while upholding 
the agreement with Vail & Vickers. The 
agency has enclosed some sensitive ar­
eas and intends to fence off more. NPS 
and the Fish and Wildlife Service are 
also negotiating a conservation agree­
ment to protect endangered and candi­
date species. "But it is not enough," 
Huse said, "for NPS to simply prevent 
further degradation of some natural re­

sources and wait until 2012 to do any­
thing else." 

Environmental groups are also con­
cerned about the endangered western 
snowy plover, one of more than 195 
native bird species found on Santa Rosa 
Island. Although NPS has established 
several snowy plover nesting sites, many 
nests have failed. NPS attributes most 
of the failure to wind and natural pre-
dation, but admits that cattle cause be­
tween 4 and 6 percent of nest failure. 

In November, NPGA, the Sierra 
Club, and the Environmental Defense 
Center met with NPS officials to dis­
cuss management issues at Santa Rosa 
Island. The groups contend that NPS is 
in violation of several environmental 
laws for, among other things, failing to 
draft a comprehensive general manage­
ment plan for the park. NPS still oper­
ates under a management plan drafted 
before Santa Rosa was acquired. The 
groups also take issue with the environ­
mental assessment of Vail & Vickers' 
grazing permit for not addressing im­
pacts on candidate species and the 
snowy plover. 

NPCA and the other groups are urg­
ing that a more aggressive range man­
agement program be enacted to protect 
the unique resources at Santa Rosa. 
"NPS should be seeking commitments 
from the ranchers now to adopt new 
forms of progressive grazing technol­
ogy that allow for restoration of endan­
gered plant species," Huse said. "Un­
der such a plan, plant restoration can 
begin tomorrow while the number of 
animals is gradually reduced." 

FUEL FOR TOMATO FARM 
IMPERILS THE SMOKIES 
A hydroponic tomato farm would be a 
boon for a town in east Tennessee but 
would threaten the Great Smoky Moun­
tains if fueled by a new power plant. 

In October, the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA) announced its en­
dorsement of a joint venture between 
the Agro Power Development and 
Cogentrix companies. Agro Power plans 
to grow tomatoes hydroponically in a 
100-acre greenhouse farm in Erwin, 
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A new power plant could add to the air pollution seen from the Smokies' Forney Ridge. 

Tennessee, about 40 miles northeast of 
the Smokies. The plan would be par­
tially financed by Cogentrix, an electri­
cal engineering firm that has signed a 
deal with Agro Power to construct a 
120-megawatt coal-burning electric 
plant to fuel the greenhouses. Construc­
tion would begin once a purchase agree­
ment is signed by TVA, to which Co­
gentrix would sell excess electricity. 

Although NPCA does not oppose 
the hydroponics proposal—estimated to 
bring 1,400 jobs to Erwin—it has grave 
concerns about emissions from the plant 
and the resultant exacerbation of the 
Smokies' already serious air pollution. 
Sulfates and nitrates create a yellow-
brown haze and contribute to acid depo­
sition. "NPCA is convinced that we have 
passed over a threshold concerning air 
quality in this region and that new pro­
posals such as this will require very close 
scrutiny," NPCA Southeast Regional 
Director Don Barger wrote to TVA 
Chairman Craven Crowell. NPCA is 
currently fighting a similar proposal to 
build two coal-burning lime kilns about 
70 miles west of Erwin. 

The National Park Service, NPCA, 
and regional environmentalists agree 
that any increase in acidification by coal-
generated sulfates and nitrates is unac­
ceptable for the park's plant and ani­
mal life. Studies by the Park Service 
have shown abnormally high levels of 

heavy metals in red spruce trees, and 
stream acidification is proving toxic to 
fish, amphibians, and other underwater 
creatures. 

Some questions have also been raised 
about TVA's involvement. Regional en­
vironmentalists have noted that the to­
mato farm's power needs are within 
TVA's capacity and that the power plant 
is unnecessary. Although TVA has pub­
licly supported the plant, it may be 
cloaking internal conflict over the is­
sue. Some believe TVA released news 
of the venture to the public expressly to 
generate opposition and make it easier 
to back out of the deal. 

NPCA and regional representatives 
from NPS and the Sierra Club met with 
TVA's Crowell to discuss the issue. 
Should the proposal proceed, NPCA is 
strongly recommending that TVA pre­
pare an environmental impact state­
ment, which would have to consider 
alternatives to the Cogentrix plant and 
allow for public input. Unfortunately 
for the town of Erwin, if the power 
plant goes, the tomato farm may go else­
where as well. 

"However, the centerpiece of this 
a rea ' s e n o r m o u s tour ism indus t ry 
should not be further endangered in 
the name of economic progress," Barger 
stated. "TVA can and should take a 
leadership role to ensure that economic 
development and environmental stew­

ardship are not at cross-purposes." 
fba To urge that TVA oppose the current 
proposal or prepare an environmental 
impact statement that considers alterna­
tives to the Cogentrix power plant should 
the proposal go forward, write to Craven 
Crowell, Chairman, Tennessee Valley 
Authority, 400 West Summit Hill, Knox-
ville, TN 37902. 

NPCA NAMES WINNER 
OF 1994 TILDEN AWARD 
NPCA and the National Park Service 
presented the 1994 Freeman Tilden 
Award to Kimberly Ann Valentino, 
chief of interpretation for the Park 
Service's northwest Alaska areas. 

The award, given each year at the 
National Association for Interpretation 
Workshop, recognizes park employees 
for creative efforts in park interpreta­
tion and public education. Tilden was 
known as the "father" of interpretation 
and wrote several books about national 
parks. 

Valentino, stationed in the Arctic 
community of Kotzebue, has crafted 
environmental education and interpre­
tive programs for three park units total­
ing nearly 10 million acres—Kobuk 
Valley National Park, Cape Krusenstern 
National Monument, and Noatak Na­
tional Preserve. Thanks to Valentino's 
cooperation with Native corporations 
that provide air sendee to the roadless 
community, nearly all visitors to Kotze­
bue experience an interpretive program 
by the Park Service. 

Valentino has made the Park Service 
a vital part of community life by work­
ing with three local Native populations 
and creating a "Kids' Corner," a place 
in the Park Service information center 
for latchkey children. Valentino's con­
tributions to the community were ac­
knowledged when she was invited to 
participate in planning Camp Sivun-
niigvik, an honor traditionally reserved 
for elders and Native residents. Pro­
grams at the cultural camp, where Val­
entino serves as a counselor, emphasize 
the intersection of natural sciences and 
Native subsistence lifestyles. 

—M. Katherine Heinrich 
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A WORLD PREMIERE WORK OF ART FROM 
THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION 
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Siberian Tiger, by J.L. Schmidt. The brilliant 
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against it! 
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The tiger is a study in controlled fury. Fangs bared, 
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bold European crystal base -handcrafted so that no 
two are exactly alike, and each will be forever 
unique—is the ideal counterpoint to this superb im­
ported sculpture. 

The Siberian is the largest, most powerful tiger on 
earth. Vet fewer than bib Still exist in that bleak 
wilderness, few works of art have ever shown their 
plight with such impact. 
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REGIONALREPORT 
News Briefs from NPCA's Regional Offices 

ALASKA 
Chip Dennerlein, Regional Director 

Now that Republicans have majorities 
in both houses of Congress, NPCA is 
gearing up to work with the two Alaska 
Republicans who will take over key po­
sitions that affect parks. At press time, 
it was likely that Rep. Don Young and 
Sen. Frank Murkowski would chair, re­
spectively, the House and Senate com­
mittees for natural resources. Last year, 
both took positions that were opposed 
to those of NPCA and other conserva­
tionists on some park bills. For example, 
both voted against concessions reform, 
which would have increased revenue to 
parks. Murkowski proposed an amend­
ment, which NPCA helped defeat, on 
budget legislation that would prohibit 
any regulation of aircraft over Alaska 
parks and wildlife refuges. Young has 
said he is interested in allowing private 
entities to manage national parks, and 
Murkowski is a chief proponent of cre­
ating an unneeded road through Denali 
National Park's best wildlife viewing 
areas. Dennerlein said he intends to 
work constructively with the commit­
tees for the parks' best interests. 

HEARTLAND 

Lori Nelson, Regional Director 
A management plan in the works for 
Niobrara/Missouri National Scenic 
River in Nebraska must ultimately in­
corporate sufficient land-use controls, 
NPCA says. The Niobrara River—30 
miles of which are federally protected— 
skims eastward along northern Ne­
braska until it meets the Missouri River. 
Management alternatives under consid­
eration that NPCA opposes include one 
that emphasizes visitor access over re­
source protection and a "bank-to-bank" 
option that essentially leaves adjacent 
lands open to misuse. Citing the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act, NPCA stated 

that the Niobrara and Missouri rivers 
and their immediate environments must 
be protected and advocated an alterna­
tive that allows visitor recreation while 
limiting use. This alternative also pro­
tects the river environment. 
$tn To urge the National Park Service 
(NPS) to adopt a plan that protects the 
natural resources and sound recreational 
uses of the Niobrara, write to Superin­
tendent Warren Hill, Niobrara/Missouri 
National Scenic Riverways, P.O. Box 
591, O'Neill, NE 68763. 

NORTHEAST 

Eileen Woodford, Regional Director 
NPCA is working with Minute Man 
National Historical Park to prevent the 
Massachusetts Highway Department 
from widening a portion of the park's 
historic battle road from two to five 
lanes. During the American Revolution, 
American and British armies fought 
across 20 miles of a winding road from 
Boston to Concord. Today, except for 
about five miles within the park, much 
of the road is urban highway. NPS and 
NPCA fear that the road expansion will 
bring unwanted development and traf­
fic to the park. Park Superintendent 
Nancy Nelson, along with a committee 
of engineers, has recommended a three-
lane road as a compromise. 
Htn Urge the Massachusetts Highway De­
partment and the town of Lexington to 
support the three-lane compromise. 
Write to Richard White, Manager, Town 
of Lexington, 1625 Massachusetts Ave., 
Lexington, MA 02173 and to James J. 
Karasiotes, Secretary, Executive Office 
of Transportation and Construction, 10 
Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116. 

PACIFIC 

Brian Huse, Regional Director 
Although the Presidio, San Francisco's 
historic military base, has officially be­

come a national park unit, NPS and the 
U.S. Army must still resolve one out­
standing issue. Several toxic waste sites 
remain at the park, including under­
ground tanks, landfills, and a decom­
missioned missile site. The NPS gen­
eral management plan for the Presidio 
outlines the potential threats to human 
health and the environment and the nec­
essary standards for cleanup. However, 
the Army is not legally bound to the 
stricter standards of NPS and can clean 
up the waste to a standard that is inap­
propriate for a park. NPCA is urging 
citizens to demand that the clean-up 
plan adhere to NPS standards. 
0Ln Write to Dave Wilkins, Department 
of the Army, Headquarters—Presidio of 
San Francisco, Attn: AFZH-SF-BEC-PSF, 
Ruger Street, Building 572, Presidio of 
San Francisco, CA 94129. 

• 
Because of opposition from NPCA and 
local groups, the California Department 
of Transportation is reviewing its plan 
to reroute a portion of U.S. Highway 
101 through Redwood National Park. 
The road realignment would involve 
cutting down 195 old-growth redwood 
trees. Coastal redwoods—taller, thin­
ner cousins of the giant sequoia—sur­
vive up to 2,000 years. NPCA, Friends 
of California Parks, and other groups 
are working together to develop a more 
suitable alternative for the realignment. 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

Dale Crane, Regional Director 
The Washington-based Park Junction 
Partners company is planning a five-
phase resort near Mount Rainier Na­
tional Park, to be built over the next 
ten years. The development includes an 
18-hole golf course, a 300-room lodge, 
nearly 900 other housing units, a 70,000-
square-foot shopping center, and a train 
station, among others. NPCA is con­
cerned about the effect of the develop-
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ment on the park's spectacular natural 
resources. Developers estimate the re­
sort will bring up to 150,000 additional 
visitors a year to Mount Rainier, and 
NPS has said it cannot yet assess the 
impacts of such an increase. NPCA will 
continue working with the local com­
munity and Rural Citizens Against Ur­
ban Development to challenge the plan. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

Terri Martin, Regional Director 
A year after NPCA and others opposed 
plans to upgrade a downhill ski area in 
Yellowstone, NPCA is pleased that NPS 
has decided to close the area. NPS had 
planned to build a T-bar ski lift to re­
place the basic rope tow that has served 
the Undine Falls ski area for half a cen­
tury. NPS had already begun to clear 
the area of trees, including old growth, 
when opposition forced the agency to 
postpone its plans pending further re­
view. The upgrade violated NPS policy 
and would have been inappropriate for 
a national park, NPCA said. 

• 
Legal challenges by ranching interests 
have delayed the return of the gray wolf 
to Yellowstone. By late November, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was ready 
to begin putting collars on wolves in 
Canada to identify packs to be relo­
cated to Yellowstone and central Idaho. 
On November 25, the Mountain States 
Legal Foundation (representing four 
rancher groups) filed a lawsuit in a Wyo­
ming federal court to block wolf rein-
troduction. The Fish and Wildlife Ser­
vice agreed to Mountain States' request 
to delay relocating wolves until January 
1. The court was expected to decide 
before then whether to grant Mountain 
States' request for a preliminary injunc­
tion against the release of wolves. If it is 
not granted, 15 wolves should be re­
leased in Yellowstone this winter. 

SOUTHEAST 

Don Barger, Regional Director 
Last fall, Barger was invited to give in­
put to both President Clinton's inter­
agency task force on ecosystem man­
agement and a similar effort undertaken 

by the General Accounting Office. Eco­
system management is the preservation 
ethic that encompasses all the symbi­
otic resources of a region. The groups 
met with agency, business, and conser­
vation leaders to determine the best 
ways for the government to implement 
ecosystem management strategies. 
"We're in trouble if we believe that eco­
system management means drawing new 
boundaries and operating in old ways. 
Ecosystem management resolves juris­
dictional questions with an ecological 
bottom line," Barger said. 

SOUTHWEST 

Dave Simon, Regional Director 
Thanks to a team effort involving 
NPCA, a developer has agreed to guar­
antee public access to Petroglyph Na­
tional Monument through his housing 
subdivision, called Las Marcadas II. 
NPCA and Friends of the Albuquer­
que Petroglyphs (FOTAP) were con­
cerned that the subdivision would block 
the Piedras Marcadas Arroyo, the sec­
tion of the monument with the highest 
concentration of rock art. After discus­
sions among NPCA, FOTAP, NPS, the 
developer, and the city of Albuquer­
que, all parties agreed to create a 2.1-
acre area that provides access for visi­
tors and includes a neighborhood park. 

• 
NPCA is celebrating the defeat of one 
referendum on the Arizona ballot and 
lamenting the defeat of another. In No­
vember, voters soundly defeated Propo­
sition 300, the Private Property Rights 
Protection Act, which would have re­
quired the state of Arizona to compen­
sate private interests whenever govern­
ment regulations diminished the value 
of their property. 

Unfortunately, Arizona voters also 
defeated a measure that would have 
helped to protect public lands. Propo­
sition 101 would have restored the 
state's authority to conduct land ex­
changes with the federal government. 
State lands within Saguaro National 
Park, Organ Pipe Cactus National Mon­
ument, and other public areas could 
have been conveyed to the Department 
of the Interior and protected. 
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F O R U M 

By Tom St. Hilaire 

the extinction of the whooping crane, 
environmental concerns have held the 
nation's attention. Environmentalists 
had taken that status for granted. Dur­
ing this past election, the environment 
made not a blip on the radar screen of 
concerns. Jobs and the economy were 
the top issues. The cost of government 
and governing is on the voting public's 
mind. Even so, recent polls show Ameri­
cans maintain that the environment is a 

Washington's 
environmental groups need 
to go into the field and get 

a reality check on how the 
environmental message is 

getting across. 

priority. More than 80 percent identify 
themselves as environmentalists. 

Yet, the candidates who were swept 
into office this election are likely to tar­
get environmental laws. Among their 
political mantras was a call for "less 
government," but what this means for 
the dozens of laws that protect public 
lands remains to be seen. Some envi­
ronmental laws are perceived as vulner­
able, however, and among the most vul­
nerable is the Endangered Species Act. 
In the vears since it was enacted, this 

law has helped to bolster populations 
of hundreds of species, including the 
once-endangered bald eagle and Ameri­
can alligator. 

Other laws coming up for reauthori­
zation this year include the Clean Wa­
ter and Clean Air acts, which have 
helped to improve the quality of the 
water and air that sustain us. All three 
of these laws were passed in the early 
1970s, when concern for the environ­
ment had reached a peak. 

Conservationists in Washington, 
D.C., are trying to understand the ap­
parent apathy for environmental issues. 
Why is the concern the American pub­
lic seems to feel for the environment 
not being translated into action, legisla­
tion, and protection? Legislators seem 
to be getting the message that the pub­
lic does not want the government "in­
terfering" in what they perceive as pri­
vate affairs. The public also may not 
understand how regulations, such as the 
Endangered Species Act, affect them 
directly. Childless taxpayers may com­
plain about contributing their share for 
public education, but everyone benefits 
from an educated populace, just as ev­
eryone benefits from the healthier eco­
systems provided by environmental 
regulation. But the environmental com­
munity has been ineffective in present­
ing this message. 

For years, environmental groups have 
been on the defensive from the so-called 
Wise Use Movement, which has ma­
nipulated the media into believing that 
environmental regulations threaten the 
rights of private property owners. Mean­
while, the environmental community has 
been slow to respond in demonstrating 
how environmental law benefits the 
American public. But activists on the 
front lines of the environmental move­
ment—those working at the state, re­
gional, and local levels—know all too 
well why environmental issues that have 
been widely popular with the American 
public for decades are not currently 
striking a chord with Congress. 

Sara Hannan, executive director of 
the Alaska Environmental Lobby, a coa­
lition of 19 state environmental groups 
that work for strong laws to protect 
their lands, wildlife, and natural re-
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Restoring the 
Green Agenda 

Conservation groups and park activists must work together to 
ensure that environmental protection is once again apriority. 

E NVIRONMENTALISTS are bracing 

themselves in anticipation of the 
104th Congress. After an ugly 

election season that catered to the low­
est common denominator, Republicans 
control both the House and the Senate 
for the first time in 40 years. 

The Democrats were prepared to lose 
the Senate, but they had harbored hopes 
of keeping their majority in the House. 
Political pundits blamed the Democrats' 
defeat on a president out of touch with 
American mainstream values, but a 
closer look reveals a lack of vision on 
the part of incumbent Democratic can­
didates. The Republican candidates for 
the House appealed to an angry elec­
torate with plans to downsize govern­
ment and a ten-point strategy called 
"Contract With America," designed to 
balance the budget, reduce crime, and 
create jobs, while securing more au­
tonomy for individual states. 

The contract does not contain spe­
cific environmental initiatives, but it 
does contain veiled attempts to dis­
mantle existing health, safety, and envi­
ronmental laws. This contract comes af­
ter the previous Congress passed only 
one major environmental bill—the Cali­
fornia Desert Protection Act—into law. 

Since the early 1970s, the environ­
ment has maintained its place in the 
forefront of the pol i t ical d e b a t e . 
Whether the discussion concerned the 
water we drink, the air we breathe, or 



sources, says "Environmentalists need 
to move beyond the philosophical truths 
of protecting our public lands and con­
centrate on educating the public to the 
economic benefits inherent in environ­
mental legislation." 

Taxpayers and voters must under­
stand that communities benefit from the 
laws promoted by environmentalists and 
that the conservative agenda does not 
have a monopoly on concern for the 
voting public's economic interests. 

A good example of connecting envi­
ronmental laws to economic benefits is 
NPCA's fight to reform an outdated 
national park concessions law. The re­
form legislation would terminate tax­
payer subsidies to about 140 conces­
sions operators who run multi-million-
dollar businesses—lodges, restaurants, 
and gift shops—in our national parks. 
The reform bill would require these 
monopolies to compete for contracts 
and to pay higher fees for the luxury of 
doing business in the most attractive 
locations in the country. NPCA esti­
mates the parks are losing between $45 
million and $60 million in concessions 
fees every year because of the outmoded 
law that regulates park concessions. 

Taxpayers are also being swindled 
by an outdated mining law. The archaic 
1872 law gives companies the right to 
extract minerals on public lands free of 
charge and allows them to buy the land 
under a patenting system for $2.50 to 
$5.00 per acre. Crown Butte, a subsid­
iary of Noranda Minerals, is taking ad­
vantage of this law by proposing to build 
a massive gold, silver, and copper mine 
just northeast of Yellowstone National 
Park in Montana. The mine threatens 
prime grizzly habitat and has the po­
tential to leak toxic tailings into the 
greater Yellowstone ecosystem. NPCA 
is working as part of a coalition to re­
form the mining law, which is costing 
taxpayers upwards of $4 billion annu­
ally. Add timber and grazing subsidies 
to the federal payroll and it appears 
that the government is pandering to spe­
cial interest groups. If the American 
people are tired of wasteful government, 
why are they not clamoring for an end 
to these outdated subsidies? 

Environmentalists need to do a bet­

ter job of showing taxpayers how many 
of the laws and regulations promoted 
as part of the "green agenda" will ben­
efit them. This message has been lost in 
the din of dissatisfaction emanating from 
people throughout the country. 

Just as constituents have complained 
that Congress has lost touch with them, 
some local groups have charged that 
environmental organizations are not lis­
tening to their citizen activists on the 
front lines. They believe that the na­
tional groups, which for decades have 
played a key role in establishing a force 
to be reckoned with in Congress, have 
forgotten their roots. Pat Byington, ex­
ecutive director of The Alabama Con­
servancy, a 27-year-old private nonprofit 
environmental education and lobby 
group, says "Washington's environmen­
tal groups need to get outside of the 
beltway. They need to go out into the 
field and get a reality check on how the 
environmental message is getting across 
to the voters." 

Many local resource protection 
groups have borne the brunt of the 
battle against extractive industries that 
have adopted the guise of "grassroots" 
groups and have seen them co-opt the 
environmental message. Groups such as 
People for the West!, which gets most 
of its funding from large corporations, 
use their members as poster children in 
the battle against environmental regu­
lations. They have been very successful 
in getting the message out that big gov­
ernment is taking over their lives and 
must be stopped. And environmental 
groups are perceived as pushing for 
stronger government intervention. 

But Rick McMonagle, president of 
Friends of the Mississippi River, sees a 
silver lining in the rhetoric surrounding 
the downsizing of the government's role 
in land protection. His recently formed 
group, which serves as a watchdog for 
the Mississippi National River and Rec­
reation Area, works with many local 
landowners, companies, and federal of­
ficials to protect this urban waterway. 
"I'm all for local organizations taking 
the lead in fighting for our precious 
natural resources," he says. McMon-
agle's only worry is that someone needs 
to come up with the funding to develop 

Get Involved! 

At the heart of NPCA's park pro­
tection programs are thousands of 
members who take the lead in de­
fense of America's natural and cul­
tural heritage. Park Activist Network 
members alert Congress and the ad­
ministration to park threats by writ­
ing and phoning them during key 
legislative debates; comment on park 
planning and adjacent land use de­
cisions; assist NPCA in developing 
partnerships with local support 
groups; and educate the public and 
the media about park issues. Park 
Activists are NPCA's "eyes and ears" 
at the grassroots level. 

The Park Activist Network em­
ploys a variety of approaches to 
grassroots activism by organizing 
those who wish to participate into 
three different groups: Park Watch­
ers, Park Activists, and Park Sup­
port Groups. For more information 
on the Park Activist Network, con­
tact NPCA's Grassroots Department 
at 1-800-NAT-PARK, ext. 220. 

partnerships that allow a voice to ev­
eryone concerned with the river. He 
wonders if the incoming members of 
Congress will understand the impor­
tance of funding our national park units. 
National environmental groups need to 
link up with the citizens at the local 
level to ensure that congressional ac­
tion on behalf of national parks contin­
ues to protect these valuable resources. 
Without the support of grassroots 
groups, Washington-based environmen­
tal organizations lose ground in their 
efforts to lobby for legislation. 

If environmentalists are concerned 
with how the 104th Congress will react 
to conservation issues, they need only 
to accept Pat Byington's invitation to 
"come back to the grassroots...build 
up from the bottom because that's al­
ways been the key to the environmental 
community's success." 

Tom St. Hilaire is NPCA's director of 
grassroots. 
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STRIKING 
A BALANCE 

Park managers, local residents, and conservationists must work 
to ensure thatWrangell-St. Elias,the nations largest park, 

maintains its wilderness character despite growing visitation. 

By Bill Sherwonit 

ON A SUNNY AND WARM Fourth 

of July morning, hundreds of 
people line McCarthy's Main 

Street for the town's holiday parade. 
Afterward, celebrants will enjoy foot­
races, barbecues, and late-night fire­
works. 

The celebration shocks a visitor who 
spent July Fourth in McCarthy ten years 
earlier. In 1983, this Wrangell Moun­
tains community was a virtual ghost 
town. No crowds gathered to watch pa­
rades or participate in barbecues. Only 
a handful of Alaskans called McCarthy 
home, and its only businesses were a 
lodge and mountain guide operation. 

Today, this town of 30 or so resi­
dents boasts a lodge, hotel, bed-ancl-
breakfast, pizza parlor, espresso bar, two 
air-taxi operators, shuttle-bus services, 
and guide company. And it is visited, 
from May through September, by thou­
sands of tourists who have come to dis­
cover one of America's most spectacu­
lar wilderness parks. 

Located deep within Wrangell-St. 
Elias National Park and Preserve, 
McCarthy and neighboring Kennicott— 
site of a long-abandoned but still fa­
mous copper mine—have, for better and 
for worse, been tagged as the park's 
principal gateway. For decades the 
quintessential haven tor reclusive Alas­
kans, McCarthy-Kennicott (the two are 

Above: McCarthy trams offer the only 
summertime access, other than aircraft, 
over the fast-moving Kennicott River. 

Left: More than 8 million of Wrangell-St. 
Elias' 13 million acres have been 
designated wilderness. 

inextricably linked) has been trans­
formed into a tourist destination, with 
all the blessings and curses such change 
brings. The same tourism boom that so 
quickly transformed McCarthy-Kenni­
cott has also pushed the surrounding 
14-year-old park to a crucial manage­
ment crossroads, complicating many of 
its other growing pains. 

Tourism, and associated develop­
ment, is only one of the myriad chal­
lenges to be addressed at Wrangell-St. 
Elias. Others include subsistence hunt­
ing rights, private inholdings (more than 
1.2 million acres are privately owned), 
off-road-vehicle use. public and private 
rights-of-way, backcountry use, and re­
lationships with local residents. 

Many of the park's management di­
lemmas are interwoven in complex and 
perhaps unimaginable ways, requiring 
new and imaginative solutions. "At 
Wrangell-St. Elias, we have to craft a 
new formula for success, invent a man­
agement philosophy that is rooted in 
both the enduring principles of the Na­
tional Park System and the unique chal­
lenges of the Alaska parks. The formula 
must involve partnerships," says Chip 
Dennerlein, Alaska regional director for 
the National Parks and Conservation 
Association (NPCA). 

Not so many years ago, Wrangell-St. 
Elias was an overlooked and underval­
ued mountain wilderness. Created in 
1980, our nation's largest park—at 13.2 
million acres, it is the size of six Yel-
lowstones—was overshadowed in its 
early years by several other of Alaska's 
national parks: Glacier Bay, Katmai, 
and, above all, Denali. But word of its 
natural wonders inevitably began to 
spread, and sometime in the late 1980s, 
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Top left: Semipalmated plovers are among 
the creatures to be seen in Wrangell-St. 
Elias, which in recent years has begun to 
draw more birders. 

Top right: With the influx of tourists have 
come services such as this espresso bar as 
well as a pizza parlor and air taxis. 

Right: Built in 1962 along a former 
railroad route, the road to McCarthy-
Kennicott is a 60-mile drive. Most of the 
park's management challenges are focused 
along this route. 

the public "discovered" Wrangell-St. 
Elias. 

What they have found is a wild and 
magnificent alpine world that wilder­
ness guide Bob Jacobs calls "North 
America's mountain kingdom." It is a 
k ingdom that includes four major 
mountain ranges and six of the con­
tinent's ten highest peaks. Here, too, is 
North America's largest subpolar ice­
field, the Bagley, which feeds a system 
of gigantic glaciers; one of those, the 
Malaspina, is larger than Rhode Island. 
The glaciers have carved dozens of can­
yons; some, like the Chitistone and 
Nizina, are bordered by rock walls thou­
sands of feet high. And rugged, remote 
coastline is bounded by tidewater gla­
ciers and jagged peaks. 

The park's superlatives, along with 
those of neighboring Kluane National 
Park in Canada, have prompted their 

designation as a World Heritage Site. 
And 8.7 million acres within its borders 
have been designated wilderness, more 
than all of the parks in the other 49 
states combined. 

The irony—and a major management 
dilemma—at Wrangell-St. Elias, as at 
many other parks, is that few visitors 
actually touch the wilderness. Most ex­
perience the park from cars, buses, 
boats, or planes. Despite the vastness, 
or perhaps because of it, most park us­
ers are channeled into small, easily ac­
cessible corridors. 

Wrangell-St. Elias is one of only three 
national parks in Alaska accessible from 
the state's highway system. Two gravel 
roads enter the park, and though nei­
ther is presently suitable for heavy bus 
or recreational vehicle traffic, the po­
tential exists for large-scale, packaged 
tourism. 

Consultants to the Alaska Visitors 
Association (AVA) have recommended 
Wrangell-St. Elias as a logical site for 
resort development, and association ex­
ecutive director Karen Cowart says the 
group will likely promote the park be­
cause of its high potential for the visitor 
industry. "We don't necessarily see it as 
a mass-tourism destination," she says, 
"Not every place should become a 
Denali." Yet, the specter of Denali 
looms over Wrangell-St. Elias like a dark 
cloud. 

"Wrangell presents an incredible 
paradox," says Dennerlein. "Here you 
have this vast wilderness park, whose 
essence is one of enormous scale and 
ruggedness. And yet, it's along the high­
way system. So the question is: how do 
you balance the park's wilderness es­
sence with the sort of tourism that high­
ways engender?" 
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Of the park's two roads, the one to 
McCarthy-Kennicott is by far the more 
heavily traveled. Not coincidentally, this 
is where many of the park's manage­
ment challenges are focused. Built in 
1962 along a former railroad route, 
McCarthy Road received minimal main­
tenance through the early 1980s and 
was, at best, narrow, potholed, and 
washboarded. In rainy weather, sections 
often washed out; even in decent con­
ditions, the 60-mile drive took four to 
five hours. 

At r o a d ' s end , ano the r h u r d l e 
loomed: the notorious McCarthy trams, 
which offer the only summertime ac­
cess (other than aircraft) across the large, 
icy, and fast-moving Kennicott River. 
Built in the 1940s, the original hand-
pulled cable trams required lots of arm 
strength and more than a little courage. 
They, more than anything, kept Mc­
Carthy's residents insulated from un­
wanted company. 

The obstacles separating McCarthy 
from the outside world diminished dra­
matically during the 1980s. State crews 
improved the gravel road—most driv­
ers can now do its 60 miles in two to 
three hours—and rebuilt an old, rick­
ety bridge over the Kuskulana River. 
Local residents, meanwhile, replaced the 
aging trams with easier-to-use models. 
As word of the improvements spread, 
the number of park visitors funneled 
d o w n McCar thy Road increased 
sharply, from about 5,000 in 1988 to 
more than 20,000 in 1994. 

Increased traffic has prompted new 
demands for additional work to make 

the road safer. Exactly how much and 
what kind of work is open to debate. 
The state, which owns the right-of-way, 
has at times pushed for major recon­
struction. But park managers and most 
locals would prefer a "low upgrade" 
that removes hazards but does not make 
it a high-speed road suitable for tour 
buses or recreational vehicle caravans. 

"We don't want it black-topped. We 
don't want it widened or straightened 
more than it needs to be," says Eric 
Yould, a civil engineer and McCarthy-
area property owner. "We'd like the 
road to be part of the experience." Un­
fortunately, most of McCarthy Road of­
fers little to catch visitors' attention. The 
roadway has few scenic pullouts, no in­
terpretive displays, no road-side wild­
life viewing, and no bathrooms or camp­
grounds until road's end. 

The park's managers hope to satisfy 
some of these needs with wayside ex­
hibits and perhaps trailheads, but act­
ing superintendent Russ Lesko says 
"we're limited in what we can do. The 
state owns the right-of-way and the ma­
jority of adjacent land is privately 
owned. ...There's got to be a joint solu­
tion that involves us, the state, and lo­
cal interests." 

At road's end is another develop­
ment project that will shape both 
McCarthy-Kennicott's future and the 
nature of park tourism: McCarthy's no­
torious trams are being replaced by a 
bridge. Exactly what sort of bridge has 
been the source ot considerable debate. 
McCarthy residents and park officials 
have pushed for a footbridge; a vehicu-

Wrangell-St. Elias includes four major 
mountain ranges and six of North 
America's ten highest peaks. 

lar bridge, residents argue, would open 
the town to unwanted traffic and de­
stroy its character. As recently as last 
spring, the state planned a bridge suit­
able for vehicle traffic, but it also now 
supports the footbridge concept. To the 
Park Service, a footbridge is in keeping 
with a "light touch" approach to Mc­
Carthy corridor projects. "We would 
like to keep McCarthy-Kennicott as rus­
tic and quaint as we can," says Lesko. 

O n e of the keys to any future 
Wrangell-St. Elias development is the 
Kennicott Mine. Located 4 1/2 miles 
from McCarthy, the mining camp was 
established in 1906, following the dis­
covery of a rich copper deposit. At its 
peak, Kennicott employed about 600 
people, and its main settlement included 
more than 40 buildings. Abandoned in 
1938, the mine is now part of a 3,000-
acre inholding within Wrangell-St. Elias. 
Subsurface rights still belong to the 
Kennicott Corp., while surface rights 
are owned by a group of Alaskan inves­
tors. Kennicott's owners have proved 
willing to deal with the Park Service, 
but the agency so far has not had the 
money, or means, to obtain the mine 
and surrounding property. 

While negotiations have remained in 
limbo, property owners have cleaned 
up Kennicott's hazardous wastes, and a 
nonprofit group called Friends of Ken­
nicott has stabilized several of the mine 
buildings, with nearly $600,000 from 
the state and federal governments. With 
stabilization nearly complete, McCarthy 
resident and Friends of Kennicott board 
member Ben Shaine believes that Park 
Service ownership of the mine and sur­
rounding private property is a critical 
next step: "Here you have a place that's 
already the most-visited destination in 
the nation's largest park. It's a National 
Historic Landmark, with some of the 
best, most easily accessible trails in the 
whole state nearby; a place where you 
can come and experience the Wrangell 
Mountains, all within walking distance 
oi the road." 

If the Park Sendee does eventually 
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acquire Kennicott, NPCA, Friends of 
Kennicott, and Lesko share a similar 
vision of management style. "This is a 
place where less is more," says Sally 
Gibbert of Friends of Kennicott. "Take 
a low-key approach; make sure the 
buildings are stabilized, but don't do a 
total reconstruction. And don't turn it 
into a major tourist destination, with 
theme park and ski resort." 

Some McCarthy residents oppose a 
Park Service purchase because they fear 
that it will lure mass tourism into their 
backyard and increase the government's 
presence. But Shaine argues that a man­
agement partnership between the Park 
Service and a private nonprofit group 
such as the friends group would, in fact, 
restrict development and limit—or per­
haps even eliminate—the need for onsite 
park personnel. 

Sixty miles north of McCarthy-
Kennicott is Wrangell-St. Elias' other 
gravel road, the 45-mile-long Nabesna 
Road. Though in relatively good shape, 
the park's northern entryway is also 
scheduled for improvements. The big­
gest need, says Department of Trans­
portation project manager Bill Town-
send, is bridges. "There's a couple-
places where you have to ford rivers," 
he says, "and it's possible to get trapped 
if you have some flooding." Exactly how 
the streams will be spanned remains a 
question, and work will not begin until 
after park managers complete an up­
dated management plan. 

Nabesna Road is mainly bordered 
by parkland, not private property, and 
it offers scenic vistas along nearly its 
entire length. Its traffic is only one-tenth 
that of McCarthy Road, and most of its 
users have traditionally been anglers, 
hunters, and trappers. But that is chang­
ing. In 1994, the number of noncon-
sumptive travelers—birders, canoeists, 
hikers, backpackers—equaled or sur­
passed consumptive users. 

District Ranger Sean McGuinness ex­
pects Nabesna Road to be inundated 
with park explorers when construction 
work on the Tok Cutoff Highway is 
finished in 1995—a scary prospect, con­
sidering the lack of facilities along the 
corridor. Visitors will Hnd no bath­
rooms, campgrounds, or other services 

along the roadway. Already, he says, 
"there's toilet paper everywhere, and 
people drive off the road, across the 
tundra, camping wherever they want. 
In places they are trashing out stream 
banks and lake banks, cutting down 
trees, leaving garbage." 

Off-road vehicles present another di­
lemma. ORV use is allowed in Wrangell-
St. Elias' nonwilderness areas for sub­
sistence purposes, as well as for recre­
ational use along designated trails. Ac­
cess to several of the most popular 
routes is possible from Nabesna Road. 

With increased traffic, some stretches 
of traditional, pre-park ORV trails have 
degenerated into large, deep mudholes, 
up to a quarter-mile wide. And ORV 
use by subsistence hunters is spreading 
to new areas. Park staff is conducting a 
three-year study to determine ORV im­
pacts, and possible restrictions. Chief 
Ranger Jay Wells expects it will be a 
highly contentious issue, with ORV us­
ers and state government on one side, 
conservationists on the other, and the 

Park Service being fired on from both 
sides. "Legally, ORVs can be allowed 
only if they don't adversely affect park 
values," he says. "It's something we have 
to address, because their increased use 
poses some long-term threats." 

Though increased human impacts are 
most keenly felt along Wrangell-St. 
Elias' road corridors, its backcountry is 
also experiencing a visitor boom. And 
even with their low-impact ethic, in­
creased numbers of hikers, backpack­
ers, and river floaters are having a cu­
mulative effect. In places, vegetation has 
been trampled, littering and crowding 
have occurred, and air traffic has in­
creased. Especially popular is the Skolai-
Chitistone area, considered by many to 
be the park's premier wilderness site. 
To keep such popular spots from being 
degraded, guide Bob Jacobs says, "It's 
up to all ol us to go to other areas, to 
spread the use around." 

Exactly how, or where, wilderness 
seekers should be re-directed is uncer­
tain. Improved access to the back-
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country is one possibility; more 
day-use destinations is another. 
"Maybe," says Wells, "we'll even­
tually need to impose certain re­
strictions, go to a permit system 
or limit group sizes." 

In some areas—Chi t i s tone 
Canyon for example—and at cer­
tain times, Jacobs might support 
user restrictions. But no more 
trai ls , he p leads : " W e have 
enough trails in other parks. Why 
not make this a fly-in park? Im­
prove a few of the existing air­
strips, build shelters of some kind, 
and have people fly in to do their 
day trips or overnighters." The 
backcountry needs creative think­
ing: "This place," Jacobs says, 
"deserves something different." 

Also critical to the park's long-
term well-being is its relationship 
with neighboring Alaskans. "At 
Wrangell-St. Elias we have to face 
some of the thorniest, most con­
troversial Alaskan issues," says 
Molly Ross, special assistant to 
George Frampton, Jr., the Inte­
rior Department 's assistant sec­
retary for fish and wildlife and 
parks. "That's why it's so critical to work 
together, to formulate a common vi­
sion." 

Among park managers' chief con­
cerns is subsistence, which, says Wells, 
"involves a whole morass of issues. Right 
now, the most controversial thing is de-
lining eligibility. Who's a local resident? 
There are 18 communities within [the 
Wrangell-St. Elias] residency zone, but 
trying to define the communities has 
been a challenge." Already defined 
once, community boundaries are being 
re-examined because of heated local 
protests. 

Hunting and wildlife management 
are also issues. Despite conflicting val­
ues and priorities, Russ Gallipeau, chiel 
of resource management, says park stall 
has a good relationship with the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game and lo­
cal hunters. He points to a regional cari­
bou management plan as a prime ex­
ample ot building partnerships. Yet Roy 
Ewan, president of Ahtna, Inc., a re­
gional Native corporation, complains 

Abandoned in 1938, Kennicott Mine is 
part of a 3,000-acre inholding within 
Wrangell-St. Elias. Established in 1906 
following the discovery of a rich copper 
deposit, the mine is now listed as a 
National Historic Landmark. 

the Park Service "hasn't done enough 
to protect our subsistence hunt ing 
rights." 

An equally, if not more, divisive is­
sue between Ahtna and Wrangell-St. 
Elias park is resource development. A 
major landowner both within the park 
and along the boundaries, its projects 
will have a large impact on park values 
and visitor experiences. Just last sum­
mer, timber harvesting began on Ahtna 
land along the park's western border— 
a harves t easily visible from the 
McCarthy Road entrance. "We've made 
some recommendations," Lesko says, 
"asked Ahtna to be sensitive to visitor 
perceptions. Time will tell, I guess." 

Ahtna's commercial interests extend 
to its park inholdings; the corporation 

already owns more than 620,000 
acres within Wrangell-St. Elias, 
and may receive up to 83,000 
acres more. Much of that land 
holds timber, mineral, or tour­
ism potential, though Ahtna of­
ficials say they have no immedi­
ate development plans. 

Beyond Ahtna, hundreds of 
other inholdings exist, which 
Lesko sees as "both a blessing 
and curse." Inholders, even those 
in wilderness areas, are guaran­
teed "reasonable access" to their 
properties. To date, park man­
agement has been able to work 
out satisfactory arrangements 
with landowners, but Wells pre­
dicts, "It's only a matter of time 
before someone's going to want 
to build a road deep into the 
park, through wilderness." 

A final critical challenge in­
volves gaining the trust and sup­
port of local residents . Bob 
Jacobs, whose McCarthy ties 
reach back to the late 1970s, says 
widespread distrust of both state 
government and the Park Ser­
vice exists. "The idea of coop­

eration and partnerships is a nice one, 
but with cooperation there are no hid­
den agendas. The Park Service alien­
ated a lot of people early on, and there 
is no history around here of the Park 
Service working with the community. 
It is almost like we're a couple of trains 
on opposing tracks," says Jacobs. 

Lesko, who has been at Wrangell-St. 
Elias since November 1991, is optimis­
tic that his agency can improve rela­
t ions with its ne ighbors . N P C A ' s 
Dennerlein agrees and suggests that 
partnerships are the key to success. "It's 
an enormous challenge: to preserve the 
park's essence while meeting the needs 
of those who live in and around the 
park, and at the same time, manage the 
park on behalf of millions of Ameri­
cans. If we do it right here, just think 
what it will mean for Wrangell-St. Elias 
and Alaska's other parks. There's so 
much at stake." 

Bill Sherwonit is a freelance writer liv­
ing in Anchorage, Alaska. 
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SNOWED UNDER 
The roar of snowmobiles in many national parks 

has replaced the solitude and quiet that once 
defined the winter landscape. 

By Todd Wilkinson 

N o ONE REMEMBERS exactly when 
the 143,000th tourist came 
throttling through Yellow­

stone's west gate on a snowmobile. Al­
though no celebrations marked the 
event, park rangers sensed that Yellow­
stone was on the verge of shattering 
annual winter visitation records. They 
knew it because the evidence burned in 
their lungs and rang in their ears. 

During the winter of 1993, an un­
usual blue-brown pall of smog and 
woodsmoke collected above the town 
of West Yellowstone, Montana—a com­
munity that proudly proclaims itself "the 
snowmobile capital of the world"—and 
daily drifted eastward into the park. 
Rangers staffing the entrance station 
complained of headaches and nausea 
caused by the noise and fumes from a 
steady stream of snowmobile traffic. 

According to the California Air Re­
sources Board, the fumes from 1,000 
snowmobiles—the number in the park 
on any given day—are equal to the total 
output of nitrous oxide and hydrocar­
bons from 1.7 million auto tailpipes. 
"Every year we receive more and more 
letters from visitors," says John Sacklin, 
the park's lead planner. "They're not 
all saying necessarily that they are hav­
ing a bad experience, but they are seri­
ously questioning the direction that win­
ter recreation in the park is going." 

When Yellowstone was set aside in 
1872, certainly no one foresaw that va­
cationing in a frigid, snow-covered place 
would be enticing to people 123 years 
later. Until this year, Yellowstone had 
done nothing to monitor the impact of 
sno\vmobile emissions on park re­
sources. But this year, Sacklin says sens-

FRED H1KSCIIMAW 

ing devices have been placed outside 
the west entrance to gauge levels of ex­
haust. Rangers also have the option of 
turning snowmobiles away if they are 
too noisy. Last year, he notes, several 
snowmobiles were denied entrance to 
the park because they exceeded noise 
limits. 

Although snowmobiles fall through 
the cracks of pollution control, the En­
vironmental Protection Agency is cur­
rently reviewing air quality standards 
for these machines, and the snowmo­
bile industry itself has agreed to take 
the National Park Service's (NPS) con­
cerns into account for future designs. 
"Snowmobiles are the worst [pollut­
ers]," says Charles Emmetts, an engi­
neer with the California Air Resources 
Board. "They're extremely, extremely 
dirty compared to anything else." 

How Yellowstone, once the rare gem 
of winter tourism in the lower 48 states, 
could reach a point of crisis has many 
planners such as Sacklin scratching their 
heads. Agency officials for the first time 
are contemplating limits on winter tour­
ism that could have repercussions for 
parks across the country. But the soli­
tude and quiet that defined the winter 
landscape in Yellowstone for decades 
may be beyond salvation. 

Sacklin, who is coordinating a spe­
cial task force on winter visitation, says 
the park may have made a gross miscal­
culation. When the downhill ski indus­
try leveled off in the 1980s, agency offi­
cials assumed winter visitation in Yel­
lowstone would follow the same course. 
It never did. Winter visitation, in fact, 
is the fastest expanding segment of tour­
ism in the 2.2-million-acre park. While 

Yellowstone's annual rate of increase 
has been a steady 2 to 3 percent (it sur­
passed 3 million total visitors in 1993), 
visitation during winter has grown at a 
phenomenal 10 to 15 percent. 

In 1964, fewer than a dozen snow­
mobiles entered the center of the park. 
They encountered no open hotels or 
restaurants, no gas stations or warming 
huts, no grooming machines or fleets of 
vehicles used to shuttle skiers to the 
interior. But nearly 20 years later, more 
than 100,000 people—the majority of 
them on snowmobiles—flooded the 
west entrance. In just eight years, an­
nual winter visitation climbed again 
from 100,000 to 143,523. 

For Terri Martin, Rocky Mountain 
regional director for the National Parks 
and Conservation Association (NPCA), 
the emerging dilemma facing Yellow-

Above: Once the quiet season at Yellow­
stone, winter is now a popular time for 
visitors— many of them snowmobilers. 

Left: The willow ptarmigan, a winter 
resident of Yellowstone. 

stone is nothing new. "NPCA has been 
pressing the Park Service for years to 
admit that overcrowding seriously 
threatens park resources and the qual­
ity of the visitor experience," Martin 
says. "The longer the problem is ig­
nored, the worse it's going to get. We 
are pleased that the Park Service is now 
thinking about establishing limits down 
the road, but it needed to do something 
yesterday." 

When Yellowstone prepared its pio­
neering Winter Use Management Plan 
in conjunction with Grand Teton in 
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A bull elk crossing a road in Yellowstone 
encounters a snowmobiler. Such con­
frontations are increasingly common. 

1990, NPCA urged the Park Service to 
initiate a "Visitor Impact Management" 
plan, or carrying capacity study, to help 
ensure that dramatically increasing lev­
els of visitation would not degrade park 
resources or erode the quality of the 
visitor experience. But resource experts 
informed conservationists that no lim­
its on winter use would even be consid­
ered until Yellowstone reached 143,000 
annual winter visitors. They estimated 
it would take ten years—until the end 
of the century—before this arbitrary 
threshold was reached; instead, it was 
surpassed in two years. Now conserva­
tionists fear that, left unchecked, an­
nual winter visitation could reach at least 
a quarter of a million people by early in 
the next century. Whether such num­
bers can be accommodated without sac-
rilicing the wild and solitary character 
of Yellowstone's winter environment 
and stressing its wildlife is a matter of 
debate. 

Not content to wait and find out, 
NPCA and other regional conservation 
groups argue that the Park Service 
should hold the line on winter visita­
tion, especially snowmobile use, until a 
plan is developed that protects park val­
ues from overcrowding. "We really need 
a moratorium until we get a grip on 
how to protect park values from ever-
increasing winter visitation, especially 
snowmachine use," says NPCA's Mar­
tin. "We can't afford to wait while dam­
age is being done and then try to turn 
the clock back." Officials at the agency's 
Denver Service Center (the Park Serv­
ice's planning arm) say they are using 
some of the ideas presented in NPCA's 
carrying capacity handbook as a tool 
for assessing whether Yellowstone has 
reached its limit. First, however, they 
intend to look south—into the sun-
scorched Utah desert—for possible an­
swers. 

According to Marilyn Hof, a Park 
Service planner, the agency is develop­
ing a carrying capacity prototype at 
Arches National Park through the Visi­
tor Experience and Resource Protec­

tion Program (VERPP). Hof says the 
intention of VERPP is to assess the val­
ues that visitors hold dear and then iden­
tify threats. One of its elements involves 
zoning parks into distinct sections to 
ensure that visitors have a range of ex­
periences available—from primitive wil­
derness settings to busier hubs. "NPCA 
has been very supportive," Hof says. 
"They have developed a process that is 
similar, and we've borrowed a lot of 
their ideas. For a long time, they've rec­
ognized the need." 

Resource experts readily admit that 
imposing limits on activities such as 
snowmobiling in Yellowstone is not a 
matter of if, but when. Surveys show 
that park visitors expect a serene expe­
rience. They come to enjoy the pristine 
beauty of the park's natural features, to 
watch wintering wildlife, and to experi­
ence the winter season's natural quiet. 
But each year, park managers receive 
more complaints from visitors about 
crowding and snowmobile noise and 
exhaust odors. Many business opera­
tors in Yellowstone's gateway commu­

nities are also realizing that crowding 
and excessive numbers of snowmobiles 
are not in their best interest. Still, the 
idea of imposing limits will no doubt 
evoke outcries from some who see the 
park primarily as a source of income. 

Imposing limitations on recreational 
use and phasing out previously existing 
winter development are hardly new 
ideas. A decade ago, officials in Glacier 
National Park in Montana decided to 
prohibit snowmobiles in the park inte­
rior; in the early 1980s, limited snow­
mobile use was permitted and then sub­
sequently withdrawn from California's 
Yosemite, Sequoia-Kings Canyon, and 
Lassen Volcanic national parks; and in 
1992 at Rocky Mountain National Park 
in Colorado, the National Park Service 
closed a downhill ski resort called Hid­
den Valley after it was deemed finan­
cially insolvent and contradictory to 
park values. 

Hidden Valley's snowmaking equip­
ment required pumping water from a 
stream that supported the last viable 
population of threatened greenback cut-
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throat trout. "The Park Service encour­
ages recreational activities that are con­
sistent with resource protection and are 
compatible with other visitor uses," sug­
gests Ben Moffett, NPS spokesman for 
the Rocky Mountain region. "Downhill 
skiing simply doesn't fare well when 
you apply these tests because of the 
space and infrastructure the sport re­
quires and the concentration of people 
and vehicles in staging areas. The Park 
Service feels the same way about snow-
mobiling." 

The decision to close Hidden Valley 
drew the ire of the Estes Park business 
community. But the Denver Post sup­
ported Rocky Mountain regional direc­
tor Bob Baker for placing park values 
ahead of economic development. "Lo­
cal boosters should actually be applaud­
ing Baker's thinking, not second-guess­
ing it," the Post pronounced. "Like 
many other savvy folks across the West, 
he had deduced correctly that wild lands 
may ultimately bring more money into 
the community when left untouched...." 

Yellowstone's superintendent for 11 
years, Bob Barbee, who in 1994 be­
came the NPS Alaska regional director, 
guided the park through its most ex­
plosive era of winter use. Some say 
Barbee capitulated to the interests of 
regional tourism officials, who de­
manded that no limits be imposed; oth­
ers say he worked behind the scenes to 
slow the rate of growth by allowing no 
new winter developments inside the 
park. 

The burden has been inherited by 
Barbee's successor, Mike Finley, the 
former superintendent of Yosemite, 
who established daily visitation limits 
in Yosemite Valley. Finley, known for 
his ability to maneuver through tough 
political crises, has his hands full at 
Yellowstone. 

(kills for caps on winter use are be­
ing made at the same time as the newly 
designated 240-mile Continental Divide 
Snowmobile Trail prepares to open in 
1995, linking Lander, Wyoming, with 
Yellowstone's south entrance. Already 
promoted by the snowmobile industry, 
the trail is expected to bring thousands 
of additional snowmobilers into the 
park. 

A portion of the trail cuts through 
Grand Teton National Park and will 
run along the shoulder of the existing 
park highway. The trail will cost mil­
lions of federal and state dollars to build 
and maintain, and it makes snow-
mobiling, which had a fairly low profile 
in Grand Teton, a major component of 
winter use. The issue of safety on the 
Continental Divide Trail surfaced last 
autumn when an engineer with the Fed­
eral Highway Administration said he 
was concerned that dangerous encoun­
ters could occur between snowmobiles 
and cars. Despite concerns, Grand Te­
ton park officials said they would sanc­
tion the trail on an "experimental ba­
sis" for 1995. 

"Building the Continental Divide 
Snowmobile Trail through Grand Teton 
is not only wasteful, pork-barrel poli­
tics, it is also dangerous and destruc­
tive," says NPCA's Martin. "The exces­
sive number ot snowmobiles in Yel­
lowstone is already creating noise, air 
quality, and safety problems. Yet, the 
new trail in Grand Teton will encour-

Crowds and noise disturb park bison, 
already stressed by sub-zero temperatures, 
deep snows, and limited food supplies. 

age even greater snowmobile use in both 
parks." 

Jack Stark, a retired superintendent 
of Grand Teton, said he never sup­
ported the construction of the Conti­
nental Divide Trail through his park, 
but Sen. Alan Simpson (R-Wyo.) ear­
marked federal funding for the trail and 
then told the Park Service to make sure 
it got built. Stark said the trail has been 
a pet project of the Wyoming congres­
sional delegation and a prime example 
of pork-barrel politics. The money set 
aside for the trail "could have been bet­
ter spent, benefiting a lot more people," 
Stark said recently. "We could have 
used [the funds] for maintenance of 
our summer hiking trails and facilities 
or employed more seasonal rangers." 

At Yellowstone, nearly S17 million 
has been provided for capital expenses 
relating to winter use, including recon­
struction of the rustic Snow Lodge at 
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Snowmobiling has become so popular at 
Yellowstone that visitors sometimes must 
wait in long lines at the gas pumps. 

Old Faithful, as well as winterization of 
a lodge and potentially several hundred 
cabins at Canyon Village. It has been 
rumored for years that Canyon Village, 
now closed in winter, may eventually 
be turned into a cross-country skiing 
development to serve as a principal des­
tination for winter tourists coming in 
from Cody, an eastern gateway town. 
Sen. Simpson has been opposed to any 
caps on winter use, and commerce offi­
cials in Cody have not been shy in try­
ing to grab their own piece of the win­
ter pie. 

Paul Hoffman, director of the Cody 
Chamber of Commerce, has pressed for 
Cody to become a base for winter tour­
ism similar to West Yellowstone, in­
volving both the national park and ad­
jacent national forests. "Snowmobilers 
don't like to [putter] along in the park 
at 45 miles per hour over the groomed 
roadways," he says. "They like to get 
out and blast through snowdrifts." 

Currently the park road headed east 
toward Cody is closed in winter to all 
snow vehicles. The Yellowstone Win­
ter Use Plan calls for leaving the road 
closed because of avalanche danger. 
Conservationists say there is another 
good reason: some sections of Yellow­
stone should remain free of the noise 
and pollution of snowmachines. 

The increase in winter use at Yellow­
stone has also spawned an array of sec­
ondary impacts that affect the park in 
profound ways. For most of this cen­
tury, Yellowstone's free-roaming bison 
herds tended to stay in the park inte­
rior, unable to migrate outside the park 
through a deep snowpack. But since 
the 1970s, trails have been groomed to 
accommodate snowmobiles, and bison 
regularly wander outside the park. At 
the behest of the livestock industry, 
which fears the wild bovines could 
transmit diseases to domestic cattle, 
more than 1,000 bison have been killed 
in ten years. Noted bison biologist Mary 
Meagher says problems would be un­
likely if snowmobile trails did not exist. 

For Yellowstone planners contem­

plating options, an example may lie in 
Lassen Volcanic National Park in Cali­
fornia, which in 1993 made the contro­
versial decision to shut down a 55-year-
old ski area, one of the oldest in the 
country. Some 53,000 downhill skiers 
recreated annually at the development 
in the Cascades until a competing re­
sort on Mount Shasta caused visitation 
to plummet and the resort to lose money 
for seven consecutive years. Predictably, 
some local citizens who had grown up 
skiing in the park condemned the ac­
tion by park superintendent Gilbert E. 
Blinn.' 

Blinn held firm to his decision. 
Lassen spokeswoman Betty Knight said 
the resort had been targeted for removal 
in the park's general management plan 
because it was deemed incompatible 
with natural values. "There were some 
tough decisions that needed to be made, 
but I would say [most of] the public 
was happy the superintendent made a 
stand on behalf of the resources," 
Knight said. "We also considered al­
lowing snowmobiling, but the over­

whelming consensus from the public 
was to keep it out." 

Still, the snowmobile industry, 
buoyed by an ever-expanding clientele, 
perceives parks as places of untapped 
opportunity. Farther north, Dale Crane, 
NPCA's regional director for the Pa­
cific Northwest, cites a recent confron­
tation in Crater Lake National Park in 
Oregon over a proposal to build a hotel 
on the rim of the famous caldera. Snow­
mobile groups had requested access to 
a summer highway that circles the rim. 
"In an act of good faith, the park backed 
off [the plan to build a hotel] and then 
wrote a winter use plan that was among 
the first in the region," says Crane. "It 
recommended that any future develop­
ment be moved away from the rim into 
less sensitive areas." 

Crane said winter use in parks such 
as Mount Rainier, Olympic, and North 
Cascades still is in its infancy, and it is 
unclear what role, if any, snowmobiles 
will play in those parks. The regulation 
of snowmobiles falls into a gray area of 
official public policy. While all other 
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A cross-country skier at Olympic, one of 
many national parks where snowmobiling 
does not yet dominate winter use. 

recreational activities, ranging from 
scuba diving to bicycling, are addressed 
in established guidelines, snowmobiling 
was omitted from the Park Service's 
last management policies completed in 
1988, two years before the benchmark 
winter use plan in Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton was completed. 

"Each park will develop and imple­
ment visitor use management plans and 
take management actions, as appropri­
ate, to ensure that recreational uses and 
activities within the park are consistent 
with its authorizing legislation or proc­
lamation and are not carried out in dero­
gation of the values and purposes for 
which the park was established," states 
the policies. 

Nowhere is the dichotomy of public 
enjoyment versus resource protection 
more contentious than in Voyageurs 
National Park along the border between 
Minnesota and Canada. Voyageurs is 

the only other park in the system be­
sides Yellowstone that has sizable snow­
mobile use—an estimated 30,000 enter 
Voyageurs annually. The issue has flared 
as park officials contemplate whether 
to set aside the pristine Kabetogama 
Peninsula as a federally designated wil­
derness where motorized vehicles are 
not allowed. Currently, the park allows 
snowmobiling across four lakes and a 
trail. 

"Snowmobiles produce a lot of noise, 
and I believe any area set aside as wil­
derness should not have snowmobiles 
on it," says Voyageurs Superintendent 
Ben Clary, who helped craft the winter 
use plan in Yellowstone. "This park is 
somewhat similar, but the issues are dif­
ferent in Yellowstone, where you have 
wildlife along the roadways and harass­
ment of animals being a problem." 

Long before the national explosion 
of winter use began to flare in parks, 
bison and other creatures had the cold­
est months of the year virtually to them­
selves. They heard no motors, only the 
howling wind; they sniffed no scents 
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but the woodsy spice of lodgepole pine. 
Now, people escape to parks in winter. 
Whether the Park Service can preserve 
a serene experience is a proposition that 
only time can tell. 

Todd Wilkinson lives in Bozeman, 
Montana. He last wrote for National 
Parks about black-footed ferrets. 

Help Preserve the Quiet 

Readers who want to see the quiet 
and solitude of Yellowstone in win­
ter maintained should write to the 
National Park Service to encourage 
the agency to initiate measures to 
limit the effects of snowmobiles on 
wildlilfe and other resources. Send 
comments to: 

National Park Service 
Denver Service Center—TCE 
P. O. Box 25287 
Denver, CO 80225 
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Hot Spots 
The United States contains more than 65 active 

or potentially active volcanoes, 
20 of them in or near national parks or monuments. 

By Yvette La Pierre 

O N iHI: MORNINC; of May 18, 

1980, Mount St. Helens in 
sou the rn Wash ing ton ex­

ploded with the force of a 400-megaton 
hydrogen bomb, blasting off the top of 
the mountain. The north face of the 
volcano, swollen by pressure from 
magma and gases below, collapsed and 
slid down the mountain, flattening ev­
erything in its path. The blast stripped 
millions of 200-year-old fir trees of their 
branches, strewing them like match 
sticks up to 17 miles away. When it was 
all over, the landscape to the north of 
the volcano was devastated, rivers were 
clogged for miles with mud and debris, 
and 57 people and countless animals 
were dead. 

Now imagine an eruption a thou­
sand times greater than that occurring 
in a place that today is visited by three 
million people annually. What you are 
imagining is the last major eruption at 
Yellowstone about 600,000 years ago, 
which left a smoking depression, or 
caldera, 28 by 47 miles wide and sev­
eral thousand feet deep. 

"And that wasn't even the biggest," 
says Rick Hutchinson, research geolo­
gist with the park. "Ash from that ex­
plosion is 20 feet deep in parts of Okla­
homa, Nebraska, and Kansas." The ash 
that actually fell from this explosion was 
believed to have created a foot-thick 
layer. It has become deeper as a result 
of erosion and deposition. 

Polynesians once believed that an angry 
goddess caused volcanoes to erupt. Here, 
Kilauea at Hawaii Volcanoes overflows. 

A thyme-leaved saxifrage flowers among 
volcanic rocks at Aniakchak Caldera in 
Aniakchak National Monument, Alaska. 

Yellowstone has erupted three times 
in 2 million years. It may or may not 
erupt again. Nevertheless, Yellowstone 
is a geologically active place, the evi­
dence of which is all around in the form 
of earthquakes, bubbling mud pots, fu-
maroles, and most famous of all, Old 
Faithful geyser. 

In fact, the United States has more 
than 65 active or potentially active vol­
canoes, and about 20 of those are within 
or near a national park or monument. 
Most are in Alaska, including Lake 
(dark National Park and Preserve, 
which has two active volcanoes, and 
Katmai National Park and Preserve, 
which has a dozen. Mount Rainier in 
Mt. Rainier National Park, Washing­
ton, and Lassen Peak in Lassen Volca­
nic National Park, California, are tech­
nically active volcanoes in the explosive 
Cascade Range, to which Mount St. 
Helens belongs. Kilauea in Hawaii Vol­

canoes National Park is the world's most 
active volcano—lava has been flowing 
from the east rift zone since 1983. 

An active or restless volcano in a 
national park presents a number of op­
portunities as well as challenges to park 
managers. Volcanic activity provides in­
terpreters with excellent natural dis­
plays to teach park visitors about the 
geological history of the area. But the 
same activity can pose risks to visitors 
and employees, as well as buildings and 
other facilities and resources. Through 
its Volcano Hazards Program, the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) is working 
with managers and resource specialists 
in several national parks to advise about 
eruptive activity, create maps that de­
fine hazard zones, and provide infor­
mation that park rangers can use in edu­
cational displays and presentations. The 
goal of the program, says James Richie, 
deputy for the volcano hazards and geo-
thermal research program at USGS, is 
to limit the loss of life and property 
from an eruption. 

Volcanoes have been a source of lite, 
death, and myth throughout history. 
Centuries ago, the people living near 
the island of Vulcano in the Mediterra­
nean Sea thought the mountain spit hot 
lava and ash clouds as Vulcan, the black­
smith of Roman mythology, beat out 
thunderbolts and weapons for the gods. 
In Polynesia, it was the beautiful but 
temperamental Pele, Goddess of Vol­
canoes, who caused mountains to ex­
plode when she was angry. 

Today, we know that, to put it sim­
ply, volcanoes are sites at the Earth's 
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Mount St. Helens erupted in 1980, 
stripping millions of trees from the 
landscape and killing 57 people. 

surface, either under the sea or on land, 
through which gases and molten rock 
(magma) erupt. Magma can be erupted 
as a smooth, continuous fluidal "flow," 
or as a toothpaste-like "dome" that 
mounds up over the vent. It also can be 
explosively ejected as fragments: cin­
ders and ash are fairly small, walnut- or 
sand-size fragments of magma; "bombs" 
are larger fragments of molten magma; 
and "blocks" are solid fragments, such 
as pieces of old cone rocks that are 
explosively ejected. Blocks and bombs 
can be up to four feet across and can 
land up to a mile away, depending on 
the energy of the explosion. But volca­
noes do much more than damage the 
land. They provide the materials, such 
as phosphorus, potassium, calcium, and 
sulfur, that are needed to create and 
sustain life. 

Scientists divide volcanoes into four 
major types. Cinder cones, the simplest 
type of volcano, are built from particles, 
or cinders, and blobs of congealed lava 
that are ejected violently from a single 
vent. Most cinder cones are circular or 
oval and have a bowl-shaped crater at 
the summit. 

Some of the Earth's grandest moun­
tains, such as Mount Fuji in Japan and 

Mount Rainier in Washington, are com­
posite volcanoes. These are usually large, 
steep-sided cones built of alternating 
layers of lava, volcanic ash, cinders, and 
bombs, or large rock fragments. They 
can rise to heights of 8,000 feet or more 
and generally have a central vent at the 
summit. Crater Lake National Park in 
Oregon has an interesting twist on a 
typical composite volcano. According 
to Marianne Mills, assistant chief of in­
terpretation, a 12,000-foot-tall moun­
tain called Mount Mazama stood at the 
site of Crater Lake until a tremendous 
eruption thousands of years ago. 

"Where Mount St. Helens was more 
of an explosion, we were more of an 
implosion," Mills explains. The huge 
eruption rapidly drained the magma 
beneath the mountain, weakening the 
top part, which then collapsed to form 
a caldera. The caldera later filled with 
water, creating Crater Lake. A last gasp 
of energy formed a near-perfect cinder 
cone called Wizard Island, which rises 
above the lake, sporting a crater at its 
top. And that, says Mills, is how the 
lake got its name. 

When lava pours freely in all direc­
tions from a central vent, it eventually 
hardens, forming a low, gently sloping 

mountain called a shield volcano. Some 
of the largest volcanoes in the world are 
shield volcanoes, including Kilauea and 
Mauna Loa at Hawaii Volcanoes Na­
tional Park. Mauna Loa, towering 
28,000 feet above the ocean floor, is the 
world's largest active volcano. 

In some volcanoes, the lava is so thick 
it cannot flow very far, so it just piles 
over and around its vent, forming a lava 
dome. If the dome plugs the vent, it is 
called a plug dome volcano. Lassen Peak 
may be the world's largest plug dome. 
Throughout the park system are many 
examples of these different types of vol­
canoes. (See sidebar.) 

Geologists have another way of clas­
sifying volcanoes—hot-spot or plate-
boundary volcanoes, and intra-plate 
volcanoes. According to the plate-tec­
tonics theory, the Earth's outer surface 
is broken into slabs or plates that move 
relative to each other over a hot, fluid 
zone, like corn flakes floating on sim­
mering milk. When the boundary of 
one plate is forced under another, it 
creates a subduction zone where big, 
explosive volcanoes typically form, 
Richie says. But some volcanoes are no­
where near plate boundaries. Instead, 
they form in the middle of a plate like a 
blister when the plate passes over a hot 
spot in the Earth's mantle. The Hawai­
ian volcanoes are examples of hot spot 
volcanoes, as is Yellowstone. So if Yel­
lowstone is sitting over a hot spot, why 
is it not erupting regularly like the Ha­
waiian volcanoes? 

"A thick continental crust in Yellow­
stone obscures things," Riehle says. 
"And the magma is stickier, and it 
doesn't move as easily." But the slow 
magma will make it to the top someday. 

When molten rock, or magma, does 
force its way upward, driven by buoy­
ancy and gas pressure, it may ultimately 
break through weak zones in the Earth's 
crust. The magma may be freed quietly 
as lava flows, or it may explode vio­
lently into the air. Kilauea and Mauna 
Loa exemplify the quiet eruption, where 
red-hot lava bleeds out of vents in the 
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Earth, posing little risk to humans. But 
even these eruptions can damage prop­
erty and crops. In 1989, lava destroyed 
the park's Wahaula Visitor Center, and 
since the current eruption began more 
than 11 years ago, 180 homes have been 
destroyed. 

Because these volcanoes are fre­
quently active, staff at the USGS Ha­
waiian Volcano Observatory, located at 
the summit of Kilauea Volcano in the 
park, works closely with park employ­
ees, offering lectures and field trips and 
providing a hazard map. Hazard maps 
outline areas at risk from lava flows, 
debris flows, massive slope failure, and 
other volcano-related events. Park offi­
cials use the map for land-use planning 
and visitor safety. Visitors receive a copy 
ot the map in the park newspaper, as 
well as other safety information. Though 
the lava flows do not pose a big risk to 
visitors, one park visitor was killed in 
1993 when he ventured too near lava 
flows that had just entered the ocean 
and which collapsed suddenly into the 
sea. Volcanic gases can kill or cause 
serious injury, too, so park rangers are 
on standby to warn people if the wind 
shifts in their direction. 

The National Park Service also uses 
information provided by USGS for edu­
cational purposes, an integral part of 
any safety program. According to a 1994 
National Research Council report, "Be­
cause many Park Service employees 
have developed skills of communica­
tion with the public and are in regular 
contact with many thousands of park 
visitors, they can play an important role 
in the design, preparation, and distri­
bution of educational material...on vol­
canic hazards and emergency response 
for visitors." 

Visitors to Mount Rainier National 
Park are well informed of the explosive 
history of the park's namesake through 
displays and interpretive programs at 
the park, using information provided 
by USGS. Scientists are discovering how 
essential communication with the pub­
lic is in their mitigation efforts. When 
Mount St. Helens began to reawaken in 
March 1980, for example, authorities 
restricted access to the area. Some 
people were angry that they were kept 

Volcanic vestiges 
Throughout the National Park System is 
evidence of our planet's molten past, as 
well as present and future. Some parks 
conta in the remains of long-si lent 
volcanoes, whereas others continue to 
shake, bubble, and spew, reminding us 
that the Earth is far from finished creating 
itself. The fol lowing is a sampling of the 
parks where you can see volcanoes. 

• Big Bend National Park, Texas 
Big Bend's landscape of in t r igu ing 
formations and multicolored rocks is a 
textbook of volcanic history. Millions of 
years ago, at least three volcanoes 
erupted so violently that their crests 
eventually collapsed in on themselves, 
forming calderas. The volcanoes are 
extinct now, but studies of them will 
help predict the actions of live calderas, 
such as the one at Yellowstone. 

• Craters of the Moon National 
Monument, Idaho 
A 7-mile loop road passes cinder cones, 
lava flows, and lava tube caves. When 
fluid, molten lava spilled out of the 
ground, it f lowed downhil l like a stream 
of water. The surface of this stream soon 
cooled and hardened, but the molten 
lava inside continued to f low. The lava 
inside eventually f lowed out, leaving 
the crust as the walls of a tube or cave. 

• Devils Tower National Monument, 
Wyoming 
The nation's first national monument, 
Devils Tower is an 865-foot tower of 

columnar rock. More than 60 million 
years ago, the tower began as molten 
magma forced into sedimentary rocks. 
It cooled underground. Over millions of 
years, the sedimentary rocks eroded, 
exposing the harder plug. 

• Katmai National Park, Alaska 
When Novarupta Volcano erupted in 
1912 in Katmai National Park and 
Preserve, it created the "Valley of Ten 
Thousand Smokes," where steam rose 
from countless fumaroles. For years, the 
valley remained so hot that people were 
able to cook over the fumaroles. Only a 
few active vents remain today. 

• Lava Beds National Monument, 
California 
Volcanic activity spewed forth molten 
rockand lava here, creating an incredibly 
rugged landscape, with natural fortresses 
used by the Modoc Indians during the 
war that began in 1872. (See page 44.) 
One of the most striking volcanic features 
in Lava Beds is the more than 200 lava 
tube caves. 

• Sunset Crater National 
Monument, Arizona 
The area is studded wi th volcanic peaks, 
cinder cones, and lava f lows that 
represent a long period of volcanic 
activity. Evidence has been found here 
that the eruptions were separated by 
periods of inactivity during the last 2 
mill ion years. About 900 years ago, the 
last of these erup t ions occur red , 
producing Sunset Crater. 

source: National Park Service 
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from their property and recreation sites, 
and public pressure eventually led to 
permission for cabin owners to enter 
the area to retrieve their belongings. 
One such trip was scheduled for the 
morning of May 18, but the volcano 
erupted before the trip could take place. 
The death toll could have been much 
higher as a result. 

Mount Rainier, in particular, has the 
potential for extreme hazard because it 
is near highly populated areas (most 
notably the Seattle-Tacoma metropoli­
tan area), and its extensive cover of snow 
and ice could turn into catastrophic 
mudflows if melted quickly during vol­
canic activity. Staff at Mount Rainier 
National Park is currently helping 
USGS with its geologic mapping ot the 
volcano's edifice to better understand 
past eruptions and debris flows in or­
der to better predict future activity. 

USGS has published a preliminary 
assessment of the general volcanic haz­
ards of the mountain as well as specific 
studies of past floods and mudflows and 
the potential of future flooding. New 
studies of the frequency of eruptions 
and the potential for landslides and 
floods that are not triggered specifically 
by volcanic activity are currently under 
way. When completed, the current stud­
ies, together with the previous assess­
ments, should lead to a new compre­
hensive hazards assessment. 

"The hazard information will not 
only help people living in nearby com­
munities but will also let us [National 
Park Service] know what hazards we 
are facing," says Barbara Samora, natu­
ral resource specialist. "We'll utilize the 
information to determine where we 
should invest in maintaining or adding 
to facilities. Whether or not we move 
out of an area could depend on what 
we learn from the USGS." 

According to Samora, the Park Ser­
vice is also collecting ecological data 
from the area so that if there is an erup­
tion, scientists will have good baseline 
information to better understand the 
effects on plants and animals and the 
recovery process. 

Of course, the best way to ensure 
the safety of people near active or rest­
less volcanoes is to warn them in ad­
vance of an eruption. Strides have been 
made toward more accurate predictions. 
At Hawaii Volcanoes, USGS scientists 
have been successful in predicting some 
eruptions far enough in advance so that 
park rangers were able to clear visitors 
from areas before the lava and gases 
hit. 

Predictions have been aided by a long 
period of detailed, site-specific seismic 
recording. Only in the last few years 
have accurate predictions been made 
for subduction volcanoes. The eruption 
of Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines, 

Thousands of years ago, a 12,000-foot 
mountain called Mount Mazama stood at 
the site of Crater Lake. A tremendous 
explosion toppled the mountain. 

for instance, was forecast within days 
to minutes. Part of the reason for the 
difference is the nature of the volcano. 
Hawaii volcanoes erupt fluid lava flows, 
whereas subduction volcanoes erupt 
sticky, explosive magma that can vary 
widely in the rate at which it ascends 
the last few hundred meters to the 
volcano's surface. As with hazard as­
sessments, eruption forecasts are based 
on the volcano's history to determine 
the pattern, magnitude, and frequency 
of past events. This information can help 
scientists determine when a volcano 
might erupt again and what type of 
eruption it would be. 

"Once a volcano becomes restless, 
we install monitoring equipment, and 
we're better able to interpret the geo­
physical signs that there will be an erup­
tion in weeks, days, or hours," says 
Riehle. 

Emergency response to volcanoes has 
also improved, Riehle says, as better 
communication between scientists and 
the public has resulted in greater aware­
ness in society of the risks associated 
with volcanoes. The ongoing studies by 
USGS and the Park Service of the mys­
tery surrounding the awesome force al­
ways present beneath the Earth's sur­
face remains, and it is that mysterious 
power—both frightening and thrilling— 
that draws people to volcanoes. Scien­
tists have gained significant new insights 
into the dynamics of volcanoes, but the 
final decision still belongs to the moun­
tain. As geologist Hutchinson says of 
Yellowstone's inevitable eruption, "De­
pending on where and how big, it could 
be 'gee, this is neat, another example of 
the living geological history of Yellow­
stone,' or 'hey, this is a big economic 
disturbance,' or life as we know it in 
the United States could end." 

Yvette La Pierre is a freelance writer 
and children's book author living in 
Grand Forks, North Dakota. She last 
wrote for National Parks about haunted 
parks. 
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MARCH FOR PARKS 
CELEBRATES 25™ ANNIVERSARY 

OF EARTH DAY 

Volunteers are needed to organize 
events in local communities 

N P C A ' s SIXTH ANNUAL 
March for Parks will 
once again be the na­

tion's largest walking event for parks 
and open spaces. Held in conjunc­
tion with Earth Day, March for 
Parks raises awareness of park prob­
lems and funds for park projects 
across the country. More than 500 
marches are expected to be orga­
nized to help celebrate the 25th an­
niversary of Earth Day on April 22, 
1995. 

NPCA encourages people with an 
interest in preserving or restoring a 
park in their community to organize a 
march sometime on Earth Day week­

end, April 21-23, 1995. One hundred 
percent of the proceeds from each 

march will stay in the local commu­
nity, to be donated to a park. 

To support each march, NPCA 
will provide, free of charge: 
A A comprehensive guidebook on 
how to organize a local march; 
A A Teacher's Guide for events fo­
cused on children; 
A A sample brochure/pledge form 
for walkers; 
A March for Parks posters and signs; 
A Sample press releases, PSAs, and 
logo sheets; 
A Certificates of Appreciation for 
walkers; 

A A toll-free number for advice and 
answers to your questions. 

For free March for Parks materials, fax a signed copy of this form to: 202-659-0650. Or mail to NPCA, March for Parks, 
1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. For more information, call 1-800-NAT-PARK (x225). 

Name: 

Address: 

City/State/Zip:_ 

Phone: ( ). 

Name of Park: 

Marcher Goal: S Goal: 

Date of March: • April 21 • April 22 

Type of Project:. 

• April 23 Time:_ 

"I agree to hold a March for Parks on Earth Day weekend (April 21-23, 1995), using the official March for Parks logo and 
national sponsor logos on all printed materials. I will accept sponsorship only from companies that are not in conflict with 
national sponsors. I will donate all of the proceeds from my march to the public park of my choice. I will send results, photos 
and other information to NPCA after my event is completed." 

Signature:. Date:. 
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A C C E S S 

Scenes from the 
Indian Wars 

Sites in the National Park System trace the 400-year struggle 
between American Indians and the U.S. government. 

by Elizabeth E. Hedstrom 

M< >RE n IAN 400 years ago when 
the first European colonists 
arrived, between 600,000 and 

900,000 American Indians inhabited 
what is now the continental United 
States. At first American Indians' rela­
tions with traders, explorers, and set­
tlers were generally friendly. But as the 
number of whites rose, hostilities flared 
on both sides. The struggle was most 
intense between 1860 and 1890. 

As a way to contain the fighting, the 
British established the Proclamation 
Line of 1763 along the Appalachian 
Mountains. Whites were prohibited 
from settling beyond it without tribal 
and royal approval. After the Revolu­
tionary War, the United States began 
acquiring lands west of the line. As the 
great tide of settlers surged forward and 
new states formed, American Indians 
lost more and more land. A separate 
Indian Country west of the Mississippi 
River was declared in 1825, and the 
Indian Removal Act of 1830 called for 
all American Indians in the east to be 
relocated there. By the 1850s, Ameri­
can Indians were being pushed onto 
reservations. Under Ulysses S. Grant's 
Peace Policy, the reservations were to 
be held inviolate and conditions were 
to be improved. But the reservations 
continued to shrink. 

Besides a demand for land, white 
settlers brought diseases with them. It 

is estimated that while many tribes lost 
more than 10 percent of their members 
to warfare, the average loss of life from 
smallpox and other diseases brought by 
whites was 25 to 50 percent. By the 
middle of the 19th century, American 
Indians' numbers had shrunk by as 
much as two-thirds. Most of their land 
had been lost, and what was left would 
dwindle within a few decades to an area 
smaller than the state of Minnesota. 

What finally brought about the 
American Indians' defeat was not infe­
riority in fighting prowess or tactics, 

but sheer numbers. By 1860 American 
Indians were outnumbered 100 to one. 
The 1890 massacre of the Sioux at 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, marked 
the end of the Indian wars. 

The National Park System preserves 
the scenes of some of the most signifi­
cant events of the Indian wars. These 
places still convey a sense ot what was 
at stake in the struggle and the passion 
with which it was fought. 

Horseshoe Bend 
In the early 19th century, the Southeast's 
most powerful and widespread tribe was 
the Creeks. Made up of many villages 
across Georgia and Alabama, the Creeks 
were tied together in a loose confed­
eracy. During the first years of the cen­
tury, the great Shawnee leader Tecum-
seh visited the Creeks. He told them 
about his vision of an Indian country 
reaching from Canada to the Gulf of 
Mexico in which all tribes would be 
united. Without unity, he argued, ex­
isting tribes would suffer the same fate 
as those of the Northeast. 

"Where today are the Pequots?" Tec-
umseh asked. "Where are the Narra-
gansetts, the Mohawks, the Pocanets, 
and many other once-powerful tribes 
of our people?...Will we let ourselves 
be destroyed in our turn without mak­
ing an effort worthy of our race?" 

Tecumseh found followers among 

A portion of the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail passes through Kentucky. 
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Above, a petroglyph at Lava Beds 
National Monument. Right, the 
Modoc Indians lived on lands that are 
now part of the monument before 
being removed to a reservation. 

the Red Stick faction of the Creeks, the 
tribe's traditional warriors. The White 
Sticks, its traditional peacemakers, op­
posed war. Friction between the two 
groups grew, as well as with whites. In 
1813, the Red Sticks attacked an Ameri­
can fort in Alabama, killing most of its 
inhabitants. In response, General An­
drew Jackson mobilized federal and 
state troops to "conquer the most war­
like tribe of barbarians in the universe." 
Battles were fought through the rest of 
the year and into the next. 

The decisive conflict took place at 
what is now Horseshoe Bend National 
Military Park in Alabama. On that site 
in March 1814, Jackson attacked the 
Creek stronghold on Horseshoe Bend, 
a peninsula jutting into the Tallapoosa 
River. The Creeks had built an inge­
nious log barricade shielding the pen­
insula from the mainland. Although they 
were confident it would protect them, 
Jackson's troops—which included 500 
Cherokees and 100 Creeks—were able 
to surround the barricade by crossing 
the river and, after a long day of fight­
ing, penetrate it. 

The immediate result of the battle 
was the Treaty of Horseshoe Bend, in 
which the Creeks lost 23 million acres 
of land. Jackson also gained national 
prominence. His presidency two de­
cades later meant final defeat for the 
American Indians of the Southeast. 

A three-mile road loops through the 

battlefield and includes trails and ex­
planatory markers. A 2.8-mile nature 
trail starts at the overlook and winds 
through the battlefield. Motels and res­
taurants are located near the park site. 

For more visitor information, con­
tact Horseshoe Bend National Military 
Park, Route 1, Box 103, Daviston, AL 
35256. 

The Trail of Tears 
Southeastern tribes varied in their re­
sponses to white settlement. Some, like 
the Creeks, resisted and suffered set­
backs. Others, like the Cherokees, took 
on elements of white culture while re­
taining their independence. The Cher­
okees added to their already highly de­
veloped culture an elected government 
and learned new methods of business 
and farming. A Cherokee named Sequ­
oyah developed a written form of their 
language, and by the 1820s the tribe 
had a written constitution and began 
publishing a newspaper. 

The Cherokees, historic homelands 
included West Virginia, Kentucky, Ten­
nessee, and Alabama in addition to the 
valleys of the southern Appalachians, 
from Virginia to Georgia. The discov­
ery of gold near Dahlonega, Georgia, 
motivated white officials to accelerate a 
plan for relocating them and other tribes 
so that their lands would be available 
for mining and settlement. 

In 1830, President Andrew Jackson 

(whose life had been saved by a Chero­
kee at Horseshoe Bend) signed the In­
dian Removal Act, forcing the Eastern 
tribes off their lands to the Indian terri­
tory west of the Mississippi. 

Along with the Cherokees , the 
Creeks and several other tribes were 
forced on an 800-mile trip westward to 
what is now Oklahoma. The number of 
those who died before reaching the end 
is unknown, but estimates range from 
4,000 to 8,000. 

Congress recently designated the 
route the Cherokees followed to Okla­
homa as the Trail of Tears National 
Historic Trail. The National Park Ser­
vice is working to certify sites on the 
trail, creating opportunities to visit and 
learn about sites and segments along 
the route. Although the Trail of Tears 
National Historic Trail is rooted in the 
Cherokee experience, it is intended to 
convey the story of American Indian 
Removal Policy in general. For more 
information, write to the Long Distance 
Trails Group Office-Sante Fe, National 
Park Service, P.O. Box 728, Santa Fe, 
NM 87504. 

Lava Beds 
The 1848 discovery of gold in Califor­
nia attracted a huge wave of miners and 
settlers. Under the onslaught, most of 
the state's American Indians quickly dis­
appeared. One tribe that did resist was 
the Modocs of Northern California. 
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They lived on the shores of Tule Lake, 
near the Oregon border. They clashed 
repeatedly with settlers until a new chief, 
Kintpuash, inherited leadership of the 
Modocs. His goal was to make peace 
with the whites, and those he visited 
gave him the nickname Captain Jack. 

Kintpuash increased trade between 
his tribe and the settlers but was unable 
to stamp out conflict entirely. As a re­
sult, the settlers persuaded their politi­
cians in 1864 to remove the Modocs to 
a reservation in Oregon. 

The reservation also housed tribes 
that were the Modocs' traditional en­
emies. The situation was tense, and food 
and clothing were in short supply. 
Within a few months, members of the 
Modoc tribe began to return to their 
ancestral lands, and more and more 
joined them over the next several years. 

The U.S. Army was ordered in 1872 
to return the Modocs to the reserva­
tion. An Army patrol approached them 
with the demand but fighting broke out, 
and the Modocs fled to their ancient 
sanctuary near the lake, the Lava Beds. 

The rough volcanic terrain, full of 
caves, fissures, and ravines, enabled 
Modoc warriors to hold off the troops 
for five months, even though they were 
eventually outnumbered 20 to one. 

In May 1873, a few members of the 
tribe betrayed Kintpuash to the army, 
and after a several-day chase he surren­
dered. Captain Jack and three others 
were hanged, and the remaining 153 
members of the tribe were exiled. Lava 
Beds National Monument preserves the 
rugged landscape where the Modoc 
War took place. Visitors can hike along 
the park's trails, which connect signifi­
cant sites from the war. 

A campground, near the visitor cen­
ter, has water during the summer. Wa­
ter is available at the visitor center at 
other times. Food, fuel, and lodging are 
available in Tulelake and Klamath Falls. 
For more information, contact Lava 
Beds National Monument, P.O. Box 
867, Tulelake, CA 96134. 

Little Bighorn 
The best-known events from the Indian 
wars took place on the Great Plains, 
where the Sioux, Nez Perce, Kiowas, 

Tombstones mark the spots where soldiers fell during the battle of Little Bighorn. 

and others rode their horses and hunted 
buffalo. This was a life that could not 
be lived on a reservation. But the influx 
of miners and settlers and the disap­
pearance of the buffalo all threatened 
their way of life. 

San tan ta , chief of the Kiowas, 
summed up the Plains Indians' response 
to these pressures, stating, "I have heard 
you intend to settle us on a reservation 
near the mountains. I don't want to 
settle. I love to roam over the prairies. 
There I feel free and happy, but when 
we settle down we grow pale and die...A 
long time ago this land belonged to our 
fathers; but when I go up to the river I 
see camps of soldiers on its banks. These 
soldiers cut down my timber; they kill 
my buffalo; and when I see that, my 
heart feels like bursting." 

In 1868, the Black Hills were guar­
anteed to the Sioux by treaty. To the 
Sioux, the hills, Paha Sapa, were sacred 
land, the center of the world. But four 
years later, the rumor began that the 
hills held gold. In 1874, General George 
Custer led a reconnaissance team of sol­
diers into the Black Hills and reported 
that they were full of gold "from the 
grass roots down." White men began to 
pour into the area. When the federal 
government offered to buy the land, 
the Sioux turned them down firmly. 

By 1876, the War Department had 
labeled all Sioux not living on reserva­
tions as "hostile" and ordered military 
operations against them. Several battles 
occurred that spring, and in June the 
Sioux received word that Custer was 
approaching their camp on Greasy 
Grass Creek. They prepared to meet 
him and, under the leadership of Sit­
ting Bull, dealt the U.S. Army its great­
est defeat of the Indian wars. This was 
the battle of Little Bighorn, in which 
Custer and his men were killed. 

This victory in the end undid the 
Plains Indians. The army, furious for 
vengeance, eventually eliminated lead­
ers such as Crazy Horse and forced the 
Sioux onto reservations. 

Great Plains sites preserved in the 
National Park System include Little Big­
horn National Monument, P.O. Box 39, 
Crow Agency, MT 59022; Big Hole 
National Battlefield, P.O. Box 237, Wis­
dom, MT 59761; and Nez Perce Na­
tional Historic Trail, care of Nez Perce 
National Forest, 319 East Main Street, 
Grangeville, ID 93530. The history and 
culture of the Nez Perce are represented 
at Nez Perce National Historical Park, 
P.O. Box 93, Spalding, ID 83551. 

Elizabeth Hedstrom is former news edi­
tor ofNational Parks. 
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A Grand Celebration 
NPCA took part in festivities marking 
the 75th anniversary of Grand Canyon 
National Park in Oetober. NPCA pre­
sented the park with $12,200—raised 
through a promotion with Matrix Es­
sentials—to support native plant reveg-
etation projects. 

Park Superintendent Robert L. Arn-
berger honored NPCA and other part­
ners and friends of the Grand Canyon 
for their contributions in the park's first 
75 years. "The future of Grand Canyon 
National Park is bright," Arnberger 
said, "with all the many individuals, or­
ganizations, and businesses that are here 
to help us." 

National Survey Results 
More than 520,000 citizens nationwide 
have taken the time to complete NPCA's 
national survey on national park issues 
and activities. Survey results indicate 
that many Americans take an active in­
terest in the parks and demonstrate that 
NPCA provides valuable information 
to citizens interested in protecting the 
parks. More than half of the respon­
dents—57.3 percent—indicated that 
before they received information from 
NPCA, they believed that our national 
parks are always protected from devel­
opment by the federal government. 
Education efforts to alert young stu­
dents to future park problems are sup­
ported by an overwhelming 93.6 per­
cent of respondents. Federal controls 
on acid rain—which could halt poten­
tially irreversible damage to Shenandoah 
and other national parks—are advo­
cated by 85.3 percent of respondents. 

A Lasting Legacy 
You can extend your concern for our 
national parks beyond your own life­
time. Your children and grandchildren 
will benefit from the lasting legacy you 
can help provide by including NPCA 
in your will, trust, or other estate plan. 

For more information on making a be­
quest to NPCA, contact Diane Clifford 
at 1-800-NAT-PARK, extension 13 E 

Correction 
Our apologies to photographer Craig 
Blacklock, who provided an image of 
Voyageurs National Park for the 1995 
NPCA calendar. Credit was mistakenly 
given to another photographer. 

Southeast Regional Forum 
Southeastern park activists and Park 
Service employees are invited to launch 
a new era of grassroots activism at the 
Southeast regional forum, to be held 
March 2-4-26 at the Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Center for Nonviolent Social Change 
in Atlanta. The event is the first of eight 
gatherings across the nation designed 
to foster regional grassroots activism on 
park issues. 

NPCA and Quaker Oats will unveil 
an endangered species education pro-

j gram that features species struggling for 
survival in Southeastern parks—includ­
ing the Florida panther, which survives 
only in the area around Everglades Na­
tional Park, and the red wolt, which is 
being reintroduced in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. 

To learn more about the Southeast 
regional forum, contact Don Barger, 
NPCA's Southeast regional director, at 
615-494-7008 or Athan Manuel at 1-
800-NAT-PARK, extension 221. 

With All the Comforts of Home 
Beginning with the next issue, National 
Parks will offer readers the opportunity 
to shop at home for quality merchan­
dise and unique services offered by cata­
log companies. With the convenience 
of reader sendee, you can drop a post­
age-paid card in the mail and have the 
catalogs of your choice delivered di­
rectly to your home at no charge. In 
March/April, look for apparel catalogs. 
May/June will feature domestic touring 

companies. In July/August, we will of­
fer "green" products. September/Oc­
tober will help you prepare for holiday 
gift giving, and in November/Decem­
ber, you will find books and publishing 
companies. Next January/February, 
look for international touring catalogs. 

Help us celebrate the 25th anniver­
sary of Earth Day with March for 
Parks on the weekend of April 2 1 -
23. Each year, NPCA helps to orga­
nize more than 500 marches nation­
wide. Thanks to the generous sup­
port of our national corporate spon­
sors, every dollar raised stays at the 
local level to fund park projects. 
Please welcome our 1995 March for 
Parks corporate sponsors: 

Clairol 
Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Company 

Foghorn Press 
Georgia-Pacific Corporation 

Hi-Tec Sports USA 
Polaroid Education Program 

Tom's of Maine, Inc. 

Join us and our corporate sponsors 
in supporting March for Parks, the 
largest Earth Day event nationwide. 
Call 1-800-NAT-PARK for more in­
formation. 

Annual Report 
The 1994 annual report heralds NPCA's 
accomplishments in its 75th anniver­
sary year. From a national conference 
that developed new partnerships to 
work on behalf of the parks to victories 
secured through continued work with 
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Congress and government agencies, 
NPCA had much to celebrate in 1994. 

After leading a decade-long cam­
paign to preserve the fragile and arid 
ecosystem of the California desert, 
NPCA helped to secure a landmark vic­
tory with the passage of the California 
Desert Protection Act. The largest land 
conservation measure since Alaskan 
lands were added to the park system in 
1980, this legislation extends federal 
protection to 7 million acres of south­
ern California's desert landscape. For 

more on this victory, see page 12. 
NPCA took steps to add a missing 

piece to the National Park System with 
a loan of SI.5 million to the National 
Park Trust, earmarked for the acquisi­
tion of the historic Z Bar Ranch in the 
Flint Hills of Kansas. The ranch boasts 
one of the last remaining expanses of 
tallgrass prairie—an ecosystem that once 
dominated the plains states. Plans are 
under way to establish a public-private 
partnership with the Park Service for 
management of the site and for legisla-

WALK THIS WAY TO TOTAL-BODY FITNESS. 
Introducing the natural, more effective total-body workout — 

NordicTrack's WalkFit"' exerciser. 

5 Reasons Why NordicTrack's WalkFit Makes Ordinary Treadmills Obsolete. 
REASON 1: WALKFIT IS YOUR SUPERIOR TOTAL-BODY WORKOUT. 

WalkFit works Kith your upper and lower hody so you get a workout that is suhstantially better 
than ordinary treadmills that work only your lower Kxly. So naturally you'll hum more calories 
per hour. Research proves you can burn up to 79% more calories with WalkFit than with 
motorized treadmills. Wirh WalkFit you'll also control your weight, tone your hody, reduce stress, 
and strengthen your cardiovascular system (53% more efficiently than with ordinary treadmills) 
and feel more invigorated than ever before! 

REASON 2: WALKFIT IS A SAFE WAY TO EXERCISE. 

With WalkFit, you set the pace — unlike motorized treadmills where the motor dominates your 
exercise. WalkFit is safer to use, because you control the exercise. 

REASON 3: WALKFIT IS EASY. 

In as little as three, 20-minute workouts per week, 
you'll start seeing results. You'll never have to worry' 
aKiut the weather to exercise, and you won't have the 
hassle of motorized treadmills breaking down. 

30-day 
in-home 

trial' 

Rest of all 
it's from Nordic/rack 

REASON 4: WALKFIT IS FROM 
A TRUSTED NAME — NORDICTRACK. 

NordicTrack designed WalkFit with the same 
quality as the world-famous NordicTrack' exerciser. 
More than 3 million users continue to trust 
NordicTrack as a fitness leader. 

REASON 5: NORDICTRACK GIVES 
YOU A 30-DAY IN-HOME TRIAL. 

We're so confident WalkFit will help you ultimately 
enjoy more of life, that NordicTrack offers a 30-day 
in-home trial so you can prove it to yourself. 

can 1-800-441-7512 
• today, and order your own WalkFit. 

NordicTrack's 

WALKFIT 
NordicTrack's 

WALKFIT" 
or un le NnrtluTr.uk. Dtpt SW2G4 
im I'f.ort Rood, Cfauka, MN 55318-2355 
J Please send me a FRF.F. brochure 
J Also a FREE VMS videotape 

tion to add it to the park system. 
Together with several citizen groups, 

NPCA made headway on the campaign 
to protect the parks from the intrusion 
of unregulated aircraft overflights. 
NPCA and other organizations brought 
a lawsuit to compel the release of a 
long-delayed report to Congress on the 
effects of commercial aircraft tours over 
national parks. 

In 1994, NPCA conducted a survey 
of park superintendents across the na­
tion, asking them to rate the state ot the 
national parks. Nationwide, the parks 
rated only a "C" average according to 
the superintendents' assessment. 

According to audited financial state­
ments for the fiscal year, 74.2 percent 
of NPCA's expenses go toward pro­
grams. To learn more about NPCA's 
accomplishments and programs, write 
for a free copy of the 1994 annual re­
port: NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts Ave., 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

NPCA Online 
NPCA encourages computer users with 
access to CompuServe, America Online, 
or the Internet to get more involved 
with the parks online. An "NPCA-Na-
tional Parks" message board is main­
tained on CompuServe and America 
Online. 

On CompuServe, at "Go:" type 
NPCA to get to the message board. 
NPCA also maintains a library of files 
in the Outdoors Support Forum. Send 
e-mail to NPCA at 74774,2456. 

On America Online, type keyword 
Network Earth and select the message 
boards. E-mail NPCA at NATPARKS. 
Letters to the editor can be sent via e-
mail to EditorNP. 

Internet users can also send and re­
ceive e-mail via CompuServe and 
America Online. On CompuServe, use 
74774.2456@compuserve.com (NPCA). 
For America Online, use natparks@aol. 
com (NPCA). 

Next Issue... 
The March/April issue will feature 
stories on bats, oil and gas develop­
ment in the parks, and the tallgrass 
prairie. "Access" will visit parks re­
lated to the end of the Civil War. 
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R E V I E W S 

Sonoran Seasons 

W ITH 30 ARMS and a trunk nine 
feet in circumference, a gi­
ant saguaro cactus, the big­

gest thing for miles, dominates the 
Sonoran Desert of southern Arizona. 
Having lived there for perhaps 350 
years, the giant fuels the illusion of per­
manence in the desert. The cactus, how­
ever, now lies dead. The desert adapts 
to the change and lives on. 

The death of the giant saguaro is a 
moving symbol in Sonoran Desert Spring 
and Sonoran Desert Summer, two liter­
ate studies of desert biology by Arizona 
State University professor John Alcock. 
The Sonoran Desert covers more than 
100,000 square miles along Mexico's 
Gulf of California. A majority of the 
the U. S. portion of the desert is in 
southern Arizona. Many park sites are 
located in this region, including Saguaro 
National Park and Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument. 

In each book, Alcock's essays are 
grouped by month: the first grasses of 
February begin Spring, cont inuing 
through the heavy heat of June; a dry 
May begins Summer, ending in a Sep­
tember that witnesses "an easing...in 
the sensation of encirclement by heat." 
Illustrations by Marilyn Hoff Stewart 
enhance Alcock's vivid depictions, al­
though in one instance the illustration 
is upside-down. 

Alcock alternates between, and ulti­
mately blends, in-depth studies of desert 
life and poetic essays that portray a tab­
leau. He depicts each creature, from a 
mistletoe plant to the phainopepla bird, 
as a fiercely motivated individual, each 
one an "advertisement for adaptation." 
Contestants in this fierce competition 
to survive must be extraordinarily self­
ish. The saguaro may threaten the life 
of a "nurse plant," for example, often a 
palo verde tree, by growing up through 
its branches and usurping its resources. 

While he celebrates the singularity 
of each species, Alcock also notes simi­
larities in the ways creatures accommo­
date the need for economy in expendi­
ture. Many plants, for example, have 
shallow root systems to collect surface 
water: a grown saguaro's roots may dis­
till water from a huge area, eliminating 
younger plants in the process. 

I )esert plants and wildlife arc at high 
est risk from human vandals, intruders, 
and poachers, an "introduced species" 
as exploitive as the exotic African daisy 
that has spread from urban flower gar­
dens. Much of the land Alcock studies 
is federally protected from real-estate 
deve lope r s , whose bus iness is to 
"scrape, gouge, and shark their way 
through the flatlands." 

"Despite the growth of desert-de­
stroying cities," Alcock writes, "the 
Sonoran Desert is still one of the most 
beautiful and intriguing places on our 
planet." 

Summer is the more palatable vol­
ume. In this book, Alcock writes with a 
lighter hand and a broader context, 
making the material more accessible. 

Toward the end of Summer, Alcock 
wonders about the Hohokam people 
who inhabited the area for nearly 2,000 
years and then disappeared—shatter­
ing the illusion of permanence like the 
death of the giant saguaro. Hohokam, 
Alcock writes, means "all used up." 
With this in mind, Alcock warns us with 
a question: "Will our culture, so dedi­
cated to using up the land, the water, 
and the air of our desert Southwest, last 
half as long as the Hohokam?" The 
desert, he tells us, would adapt and out­
live us even still. 

Sonoran Desert Spring and Sonoran 
Desert Summer; both paperback, $15.95 
each; The University of Arizona Press, 
Tucson, Arizona, and London, England. 

—Kim A. O'Connell 

TRUSTEES FOR 
THE PARKS 

TRUSTEES FOR THE PARKS are dedi­

cated members of NPCA who, by 
their annual general contribution of 
$1,000 or more, continue to ensure 
the thoughtful stewardship of our 
National Park System. We gratefully 
acknowledge these individuals and 
their recent support of NPCA's park 
protection programs. 

$10,000+ 
The Honorable and Mrs. L.W. "Bill" 

Lane, Jr. 
The Bullitt Foundation, Inc. 
L.J. Skaggs & Mary C. Skaggs 

Foundation 
1 Anonymous donor 

$5,000-$9,999 
The Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 

Foundation 
Merrill Lynch and Co. 
New York Times Co. Foundation 
Mark and Joan Strobel 
Ann Meyer Williams 
Mr. Stuart S. Wright 

$l,000-$4,999 
The Bender Foundation 
Virginia Breitbach 
Mrs. Abner Brodie 
Melissa K. Buhler 
Mrs. Francis H. Cabot 
Mary Frazer 
Suzanne Fuller 
Bruce Gordon 
Jean E. Groff 
Ann Henschel 
Stephanie Majewski 
Wendy Lee Markee 
Elizabeth A. Miller 
Sidney A. Miller 
Mrs. Noble J. Miller 
Donald Perry 
Frederick D. Petrie 
Deane Petersen 
James D. Ritchie 
Benjamin Smith 
George Wilson 
Katherine M. Wilson 
3 Anonymous donors 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 4') 



CAREERS/EMPLOYMENT 

Environmental Careers 
Environmental & natural resource vacancies from non­
profit, private. & government employers.Two issues each 
month list opportunities nationwide. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 
s ^ ^ 0 e p t N T J ^ ^ ^ o ^ 6 J A ' a n ^ e n s ^ y ^ 4 6 6 6 ^ ( ^ 

^OUTDOOR CAREERS! 
I Home study. Train for careers in conser­

vation, forestry, wildlife, parks, and more. 
Free career literature: 800-223-4542 I 

I
Add >ess 
City State Zip 

School Of Conservation, Dept. NNA442 
I PCDI. 6065 Roswell Rd.. Atlanta. GA 30328 

J Animal lovers! 
Home study prepares you for great jobs 

* in animal care and veterinary assistance. 

I Free career literature: 800-223-4542. 
Nam* kg* 

M Addma 

| City SUM Zip 

School of Animal Science, Dept.< I M42 
I PCDI, 6065 Roswell Rd., Atlanta, GA 30328 

OPTICS 

Binoculars, Spotting Scopes, 
Tripods & Accessories 

I .K.I Zdss • Swarui.ki Bunch A Lamb 
Nikon • K<rau • Swift • Hushndl Rcdfteld 
Bnunai I .•u|«ild 'Cckttiun • Op Tech 

Bogen ' Hums • Fujinou • Soeloob 
M.iedLui * Gcfbcr • Swiss Anns '* Sp>dcrvo 

I >i\i .nun Price I to A Comprehensive Catalog 
KAGI.KOPTK S 

716 S. Whilnrt Was - Madison. W I 5.1711 iMHIl 271-4751 

Yellowstone, Grand Canyon, Zion, 
Arches, Yosemite, Rocky Mountain 
and the list goes on - 125 maps of over 45 National 

Parks plus recreation areas throughout the USA 

"Perhaps the best topographic maps of national 
parks are being produced by Trails Illustrated" 

Spokane ('hrontele 

"The nicest topos we've ever seen" 
Haekpaeker Magazine 

"...accurate, weather-worthy" 
Outside Magazine 

"...handsomely illustrated" 
The Denver Post 

"...a boon" 
USA Weekend 

Trails Illustrated - More than a map 
Sold around the world - Ask for them by name 

TI^ILSI1LUSTR4TEDK 

BECOME A PARK ACTIVIST 
NATIONAL PARKS & 

CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

For a free 
catalog, contact 
Trails Illustrated 
PO Box 3610 

Evergreen, CO 80439 
(800)962-1643 

75TH ANNIVERSARY 
CONFERENCE 

P.O. Box 5333 \ 
Estes Park, CO 80517 \ 

PRODUCTS/GEAR 
303-586-0813 

Write or Call For A Free Catalog 

ALASKA'S 
LAKE CLARK N A T I O N A L PARK 

Visit the coastal eastern gateway 
to the park & enjoy brown bear 
viewing, 10,000 ft. volcanoes, 

thousands of sea-birds, 
}U\W\\~ \ fossil exploring & tent 
W^tf^--^ camping. Personalized 

d^Ew* lours by land K water. 

f j Silver Salmon Creek Lodge 
P.O. Box 3234NP 

i \ Soldotna, AK 99669 
(907) 262^839 

* Star Hill Inn * 
an astronomer's retreat in the rockies 
The ideal vacation getaway! 7 charming cottages, 200 
wooded acres, 7300' elev. Near 2 NWR, Nat'l Forests. 
270 + sp. birds, Santa Fe, skiing, private, fireplaces. On-
site observatory, rental 'scopes, ast. & ornith. wkshps. 
Star Hill Inn NP, Sapello NM 87745, 5051425 5605 

KENNICOTT GLACIER LODGE 

GHOST TOWN 
& GLACIERS 

Explore North America's most memorable 

show from the comfort of our modern 

lodge in the heart of the Wrangell-St. Elias 

National Park. Soaring peaks, massive ice 

fields, wilderness rivers and the world's 

largest ghost town—all at our front door. 

Write or call toll free for brochure. 

1-800-582-5128 
P.O. Box 103940, Anchorage, AK 99510 

Cmw, Twsa,n ALL VEHICLE TENT OM.MO.VXMM.. 
\tamm - - , Mitimi. Pid.fi . C M . SUV I. * . , . . . H,i.k..tli 

BUFFALO RANCHINc;,,,.: I,.-. good ecological 
KiuefbrtheAmcr.canpfa.rie. Pleatewriteorcalltbf 
free catalog ofa full range ofbuffalo products to: 

ThunderingHerd 
Buffalo Products 
POBoxl051.Dept.NPll 
Reno,NV89504 
1-800-525.9730 

RESORTS TOURS/TRAVEL 

Tours for Active Folks Over Fifty 

Only the name is changed -
Walk About the West will now 
be known as— 

^Walk'n -the W e s t ® 
The same quality tours will provide fine lodging 
and regional cuisine as you trek across the West 
with our knowledgeable, well-trained guides. 
Lodging, meals and ground transportation 
included in price. Free brochure 

.Walk Abortfc bite Weofc 

Walk 'n -the W e s t ' 
3 7 6 C Rockrlmmon Blvd 

Colorado Springs, CO © 0 9 1 9 • (719) 5 3 1 - 9 5 7 7 
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"in Alaska's newest State Park" 
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I Radiophone 907 I,-

Roy a Shannon RandaU 800-47843442 
Seal B.u. IK 89697 M' PAX907 186-2217 
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^©OPPORTUNIT IES 
ARCTIC 
TREKS 

laska's Brooks Range 
The Ultimate Wilderness 

Backpack/Raft Adventures 
(907) 455-6502 Box 73452 R • Fairbanks, Ak • 99707 

DENALI 

KENAI FJORDS • WRANGELL-ST. ELIAS 

NATIONAL PARKS 

• Guided Natural History Safaris 
Since 1977 

• Denali Backcountry Lodge 
W i t h i n Denali Nat ional Park 

Kan tishna, Alaska 

ALASKA 
WILDLAND 

ADA I N H R|-s 

PO Box 389 Girdwood. Alaska 99587 

For Free 24 Page 

Color Brochure 

Call 

8003348730 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
Walkabouts 

Nature , H ik ing & the O u t d o o r s 
Hiking and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks & 
Milford Track: Australia's Outback, 
Tropical North. & Great Barrier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION C Q 
Box 3042-P. Santa Barbara. CA 93130 
(805) 687-7282 

Just two weeks can 
make a difference 

on an Earthwatch project. 
Help present' endangered songbirds, 

study coral reef ecology, or monitor the impact 

of tourism on a national park. Work side-In-side 

with renowned scientists around the world. 

where your time and tax-deductible contribution 

can make a big difference on studies ranging 

from archaeology to volcanology. 

Bring your enthusiasm and your curiosity— 

we'll leach you the rest. 

EARTHWATvJH 
a nonprofit tonmlt'il in 1972 

PO Box 403GNK, Watatown, MA 1)2172 

1-800-776-0188 

guU&hfaAt 
A L A S K A 

• River Adventures • Sea Kavvlang 
• StglftsccinK Tours • C'ofnbiraition Trip, 

• DOR Sledding Trip, • Cuwwn Air Tour, 

r-^-r~t~ (tWO) 365-7057 :»»» ii« 

truly unique 

7-17 day 

small group 

journeys 

Wn.DtKNiss T O U R S 

s«a*f*a*r*i , 
YELLOWSTONE 
AND SOUTHWEST MONTANA 

Njtu nil isi guided 1-7 day tours-wildlife 
i P : I H i g = f i W i l : l W photograph, history, ghost towns & 

Box 963, Livingston. 
Montana 59047 

more. Small groups, all ages & abilities. 
Call for a hruchurvl 

In Alaska, don't miss 
Ki'iiiii Fjords Vational Park! 

•, Sec more wildlife, including w hales and colorful 

!

puffins. Cruise to the face of an active tidewater 

elacicr. L e o n more about the natural wonders of 

Alaska, and benefit from our 20 years of 

experience in Kenai Fjords. 

KENAI F J O R D S 
T O U R S 

Call for FREE Trip Planning l i i lnim.i i inn 

(800) 478-8068 
P.O. Ben IXX'I • Dupl. SPScu. i r i l . \ k ' » « . ! 

Classic River Adventures 

I D A H O 

O R E G O N 

C A L I F O R N I A 

^ 5 P # 1 to 12 day River Trips 

Call for free catalog and friendly advice 

I-800-652-ECHO 

E C H O : T H E W I L D E R N E S S C O M P A N Y 

6529P Telegraph Ave Oakland. CA 94609 

Fax 510-652.3967 ••matl:74b27.121 aeitompiorny ,om 

The world's #1 active travel company 

BACKROADS 

Worldwide Biking, Walking, Running, 

Cross-Country Skiing & Multi-Sport Vacations 

FOR FREE CATALOGS CALL 

1-800-GO-ACTIVE 

510-527-1555 or Fax: 510-527-1444 

1516 5th St., Suite A401 Berkeley, CA 94710-1740 

Archaeology Tours—Guatemala Highlands Tour. Tikal 

Antigua, Chichicastenango. Southwest Rock Art. Canyor 

de Chelly, Santa Fe, Utah. San Juan River Tr ip, ruins 

and canyons of Southeastern Utah. First Class. Expert 

archaeologist guides. 

The Hrchoeoloolcol Consecuoncit 
l \A530r Central NE. * 1218 Albuquerque. 

X NM 87108 (SOS) 266-1540 

Going to the 
Grand Canyon ? 

Travel by authentic steam train and 
experience the history of the West. 
Ride in turn-of-the-century style from 
Williams, Arizona, to the breathtaking 
Grand Canyon. —f l -

Leave the driving 

and parking 
worries 
behind. 
For tickets 
and great 

package 

deals 
including 

lodging and 

meals, call 
your travel 

agent or 

1-800-THE-TRAIN. 

GRAND CANYON RAILWAY 
Preserving our national heritage. 

Atithori:r<l unmwiotnr r>) thr National I'ark Sen fi < 

Discover Pacific Northwest Cruising 
San Juan Islands 1 Week - 2 Weeks 

British Columbia 4 Cabins/8 Guests 

Departs Seattle 

Wildlife, hiking, picnics, photography, historical sites, 

4-slar meals, informal, casual, warm environment. 

For Brochure: 

Catalyst Cruises 
1-800-670-7678. #112 

515 South 143rd S t 

Tacoma, WA 98444 

SWISS ALPS 
Moderate DAY hikmf tours. 2 or 4 weeks Ride up above tree 
line and hike down Over 50 optional length bikes basing one 
week at 10 cbaimmg mountain villages m 3 <x 4 star botels 
Write tor tree brochure 

ALPINE ADVENTURE TRAILS TOURS _ 

7831 CJ.tls.de Oi c w i x c r i i r k\J 

A u o n Q M 44313 s w r i a a m i , ^ , / 

http://CJ.tls.de


MISTY FJORDS 
NATIONAL MONUMENT TOURS 

Cruise/Fly. Kayaker Transportation 
POB 7814-NP 
Ketchikan, 

3 | AK 99901 
907-225-6044 
fax 247-3498 

Rico Tours " 
Simply Costa Rica 

(800) 280-7426 
Adventure Travel 
Horse Trekking 
Sailing Safaris 
Nature Tours 
Volcano Tours 

POINT Reyes Manorial SeashoKe 

TAMAL SAKA 
Tomales Bay Kayaking 

Rentals - livoructx m - Guided Excusxxts 
Reservations kWorrwnended 

19225 Sutc Route 1 - P.O. Box 833 
Marshall CA 94940-0833 

415/663-1743 

ACTIVE WALKING) 
HOLIDAYS 

In a reas of na tu ra l beau ty 
Weekend 8 Weeklong; Midwest 8 Beyond 
Stay n B8Bs. kms. Lodges 8 Smal Hotels 
H*e some d the most scenic Irate on Earth 

930 Wash ing ton St »1-Earth 
Evanston IL 60202-2272 

708-869-5745 

HistoryAmerica TOURS 
presents a unique learning tour of the Old West 

Cody, Custer & 
Chief Joseph: 
Featuring Yellowstone and 

Grand Teton National Parks 
August 22-28, 1994 

Host City: Billings, Montana 

Tour led by MSTORIAN GUIDE 
Jack McDermott, historian and author 

with a guest appearance by Robert Utley 

HIGHLIGHTS WILL INCLUDE: 

Buffalo Bill Historical Center 
Yellowstone Park 

Beartooth Pass 
Grand Teton National Park 

Bighorn Mountains 
Fort Phil Kearny 

Rosebud Battlefield 
Little Bighorn Banlefield 

For a free brochure eontaet 

HistoryAmerica TOURS 

1-800-628-8542 
PO Box 797687 Dallas. Texas 7S379 

AFOOT IN ... EUROPE'S ALPS 
World cla&s walking vacations in the 

hidden corners and un&poiled countryside 
of Switzerland. Germany and Austria. 

Wayfaring Travelers 
2 7 Sunnyview Drive 

, Maryland 21131-2036 
(410) 666-7456 >v^. 

WILDLIFE EXPEDITIONS 

YELLOWSTONE 
AND GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARKS 
BIOLOGIST-GUIDED 
VERY SMALL GROUPS 

GREAT PLAINS 
307-733-2623 Ms 

FOR A DAY OR A WEEK 
BEST HOTELS AND FOOD 

WILDLIFE INSTITUTE 
BOX 7569 JACKSON HOLE, WY 83801 

ALASKA, 
DENALI NATIONAL PARK 

C A M P • D E N A L I 
NORTH FACE 

LODGE 
Small, remote lodgings 
in the heart of the park 

in view of Mount McKinley 
Respected specialists in guided hiking 

and natural history. Since 1951. 

DENALI NATL. PARK WILDERNESS CENTERS 
PO BOX 67 DENALI NATL. PARK. AK 99755 

SUMMER (91171 683-2290 WINTER (6031 675-2248 

VIDEOS 

A C A D I A 
N A T I O N A L P A R K 

ON VIDEO! 
Br* ,•• t.ihmgcotor photography. 

C a l l : 1 < 8 0 0 ) 4 3 2 - 8 5 7 7 $2195 
Or • • n d crych to Acanthus Home Video. j.1.1 

• . " • • liiitl.iiul Ml 04 104 - ' - M i l 

VOLUNTEERS 

MARCH FOR PARKS 
Volunteers needed to organize 

local Earth Day walk events 
to raise money for parks. 
For free information, call 
1-800-NAT-PARKext. 225 

Reserve space 
for your EcoOpportunities 
advertisement 
Call (202) 223-6722, ext 141 

Getting Too Many 
Conservation 
Mailings? 

Occasional ly , on a l imited and 

selective basis, N P C A makes its 

m e m b e r s h i p list available to o the r 

organiza t ions w h o s e goals a n d 

p r o g r a m s might interest you. 

If you prefer no t to b e inc luded 

wi th the n a m e s w e m a k e available, 

let us k n o w a n d w e will r emove 

your n a m e from the list. 

Ju s t a t tach a cu r r en t label from 

National Parks magaz ine and send 

it to us at the address be low. 

(Place label here) 

M e m b e r s h i p D e p a r t m e n t 

N P C A 

1776 Massachuse t t s Ave. , N . W . 

W a s h i n g t o n , D C 2 0 0 3 6 

I I 

JUST SOUTH OF YELLOWSTONE National 
Park, a little more than a day's ride from Lost 
Creek Ranch, is some of the most beautiful high 
country in the Teton Wilderness. A remote area 
with the most diverse ecosystem in the world. 
A favorite of the mountain men, cowboys, and 
backcountry guides of Jackson Hole. With over 
178 species of plants and trees, it is home for 
numerous birds and mountain wildlife. 

For the adventerous, experienced rider 
who wants to spend a few days and nights in 
the high country enjoying the scenery, fishing, 
or just relaxing by the campfire and sleeping 
under a blanket of stars, call or write today for 
more information. 

LOST CREEK RANCH 
P.O. Box 95, Moose, WY 83012,307-733-3435 
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• Diving Explorations 
• Photo Safaris 
• Beach Vacations 
• National Park Tours 
• WhiteWater Rafting 
• CustiKiu/ed Itineraries 
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A LITTLE SHOPPING SAVES 
A W H O L E L O T O F PARK 

Part of Every Purchase Helps N P C A Protect Our National Parks. 

T H A N K YOU. 
W e can ' t say these two words often 

enough . So please accept the heartfelt 

t hanks of everyone at the Na t iona l 

Parks and Conse rva t ion Associat ion 

( N P C A ) for helping us protect and 

preserve our na t ional parks. 

Th rough your act ive efforts in N P C A 

programs and your kind purchase 

of our products and services, you 

have enabled N P C A to complete-

restorat ion projects in Canyon lands 

Na t iona l Park, Sequoia-Kings C a n y o n 

Nat iona l Park, the Appa lach ian Trail 

and the Grand C a n y o n Nat iona l Park, 

to name just a few. 

Now take a look at our comple te list 

of proelucts. As you browse though 

them, always remember tha t when 

you buy even a single i tem, you play 

a vital part in saving 

w the heritage that is 

> our Nat iona l Park 

System. 

Sincerely, 

Paul C . Pri tchard 

President, N P C A 

T h e N P C A Telecard 
Enjoy the 
natural beauty 
of America's 
national parks 
as you save 
up to 52% on long 
distance calls...with the 
$10 N P C A Prepaid Telecard. 
A perfect gift for students, trav­
elers, and collectors. Our limited 
edition telecard series depicts 
13 of our most spectacular 
national parks. Collect them till! 

T h e 1994 Park Poster and 
T-Shirt from Hi-Tec 
Imagine how 
much this 
charming 
wildlife scene-
will add to your 
home or office. 
Or wear it 
proudly on a 
T-Shirt. Either way, 
you'll show your support for the 
endangered animals who make 
their homes in national parks. 

T h e Nat ional 
Park Collect ion 
from Marur i 
Celebrate 
America's wildlife 
with this 
collect ible line of 
hand-painted 
porcelain figurines. Choose 
among eight delightfully differ­
ent animals. 

Scenic Greet ing Cards on 
Recycled Paper 
Send a message they'll never 
forget. These impressive card-
feature stunning scenes from 
our national 
park- and 
heart­
warming 
pic tares of 
the animals 
who live in 
them. Plus, you 
help protect the environment 
because every card is printed 
on recycled paper. 

O u r Endangered 
Parks from 
Foghorn Press 
Learn the threats 
facing national 
parks and the 
steps you can 
t ake to help save 
them. Read the inspiring 
stories of ordinary people who 
have made a dif ference. 

Sequoia Grove Cork Recycling 
Program 
Return the corks from 
your Sequoia 
Grove 
( Ihardnnnuv 
and Cabernet 
Sauv ignon to 
the winery. 
Sequoia 
Grove will 
contribute 
$1 for every 
cork to N P C A for 
restoring trails in 
Sequoia National Park. 

Call 1-800-NAT-PARK ext. 140 (1-800-628-7275) 
for a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e p r o g r a m s a n d p r o d u c t s . 



P A R K P U R S U I T 

Park Perennials 

PARK PURSUIT tests your knowl­
edge of the history and the natu­
ral resources represented within 

the National Park System. Clues can be 
found in past issues of the magazine, in 
books, or in literature about the parks. 

The January/February quiz focuses 
on parks with plant names within the 
National Park System, and information 
has been provided to aid you in identi­
fying the sites depicted. 

Plants and trees play important roles 
in our everyday life. Herbal remedies 
derived from plants are used to cleanse 
the liver, lower blood pressure, and treat 
respiratory problems. Plants and trees 
also are used to produce newsprint and 
lumber and also produce staples such 
as coffee, tea, vanilla, and cocoa. 

Leaves work as filters, too, helping 
to cleanse the air of pollutants. Trees 
and other plants help conserve soil, pre­
vent flooding, and play a crucial role in 
maintaining the balance of gases in the 
air. Plants shade us in summer and en­
rich our lives in spring with flowers and 
in autumn with spectacular foliage. 

Although most people are aware of 
the plight of the peregrine falcon, few 
realize the same predicament faces the 
spineless hedgehog cactus. More than 
400 varieties of plants are listed by the 
federal government as threatened or en­
dangered. Many of them can be found 
in the national parks. 

If you are unable to wait until the 
next issue for these answers, call our 
900 number from a touch-tone tele­
phone (see page 11). Answers to the 
November/December quiz are: 1. Kenai 
Fjords National Park in Alaska; 2. 
Grand Teton National Park in Wyo­
ming; and 3. Mount Rainier National 
Park in Washington. 

1 This park includes groves of ancient trees, including the world's tallest. These trees 
take four or five centuries to mature and survive easily twice that long. They thrive 
only along the Pacific Coast, where summer fog rolls in regularly from the ocean. 
What national park site is this? 
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2. 

3 Subtropical plant and 

animal life abounds in 

this ancestral home of 

the Seminole and 

Miccosukee Indians. The 

trees for which this park 

site was named can grow 

in water. Wetlands and 

warm temperatures 

combine to create a 

unique habitat that is 

peculiar to the Southeast. 

The swamp included 

within this park site is 

more than 6,200 square 

kilometers. What 

national park site is this? 

Intense sunlight, 

and little rainfall 

characterize this 

Southwest region. 

The monument 

encompasses the 

hull, ..I ilie I .S. 

population of this 

plant, which 

blooms in the heat 

of May. What 

national park site is 

this? 
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Vantage Travel Presents America's Magnificent 

NATIONAL PARKS 
A Thrilling Two-Week 

Adventure Featuring The 
Natural Wonders of The 
Great American West... 

Yellowstone, Old Faithful, The Grand 
Tetons, Salt Lake City, Arches 

National Park, The Colorado River, 
Monument Valley, The Grand Canyon, 

Bryce Canyon, Lake Powell, Zion 
National Park, and Las Vegas 

$1995* $2445* $2495* 
Land Only New York Los Angeles 

Bozeman - Las Vegas 
*Prices are per person based on double occupancy including the Vantage 

Early Booking Discount . Reserve by March 15, 1995 for best value. 

Special Wildlife Itinerary June 5-20, 1995, Priced from $2195. 
Call for details 

During our 15-day journey, we'll tour eight 
of our oldest and most famous national parks and 
monuments, with all entrance fees into the parks 
included as well as special lectures by Park Rangers 
and Naturalists. Most meals, hotel accommodations 
and ai fare are also included. 

Explore at an easy pace... accompanied every step of 
the way by a caring, experienced Tour Director. 

Choose from three 1995 departure dates 
June 19 returning July 3 

July 24 returning August 7 
August 7 returning August 21 

For Reservations or 
More Information Call Toil-Free 

1 800 833-0899 
Weekdays: 8:30 am - 7 pm 

Saturdays: 9 am - 5 pm 
All hours are Eastern Time 

Make Your Vacation Even 
More Special ... 

with an optional three-night, pre-trip extension in 
Bozeman and Glacier National Park and an optional 

one-night, post-trip extension in Las Vegas 

Return to: 
Vantage Travel Service, Inc 
111 Cypress Street 
Brookline, MA 02146 

America's Magnificent 
NATIONAL PARKS 

Please send more information on this super value National Parks. 

Name 

Addr, Apt. #_ 

City/State/Zip 

Please call me to discuss this tour: J a m J p m Phone* 

What is your age range, please: 
( ) Under 50 ( ) 50-59 ( ) 60-69 ( ) 70-79 ( ) 80+ fTcr\ 
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