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The Cutse of Ernulphus |

ITERATURE, from the days of Hammurabi to the present, is littered
with curses. Lengthy imprecations are found in the Bible,
and in the works of Homer, Shakespearc, Goethe, Byron, and
of countless others, The Jate Professor Wilbur Owen

Sypherd, of the Umversity of Delaware, compiled an anchology of
maledictions, the list of contents of which I have been privileged to sce
through the kindness of the Librarian of that University. It is an im-
pressive list and I should have thought some publisher would find it
worth his while to issuc this anthology — many far less intcresting are
constantiy appearing.

~ In the Middle Ages curses 2abound in the works of Beowulf, Wolf-
ram von Iischenbach, Guillavine de Machaut, and many ethers, while
excommunications and maledictions form a considcrable part of ec-
clesiastical regesta of that era. Among the better known of these is
“The Curse of Ernulphus,” so-called because it is found in the Textns
Roffensis, a manuscript traditionally said to have been written by
Ernulf, Bishop of Rochester (1114-24), but now generally believed
to have been merely compiled at his request or at least during his time.
That learncd and beloved prelate was not known to his contemporaries
as 2 man of wrath, and how it happens chat he should be remembered
today mainly as the author of an anathema that he probably did not
write 1s the subject of this note.

At the heighr of the Popish Plot, when dozens of pamphlets and
broadsides were published every week, Langly Curtis, a bookseller of
Ludgate Hill who specialized in inflammatory publications (for some
of which he was pilloricd and fincd), issucd g broadsheet entitled “The
Pope’s Drcadfull Curse. Being The Form of Excommunication of the
Church of Renmze. Taken out of the Leger-Book of the Church of
Rochesier now in the Custody of the Dean and Chapter there. Writ
by Ernulfus the Bishop.” The imprint is ‘London, Printed and arc to
be sold by L. C. on Ludgate-I{ill, 1681, and at the end is printed “The
Publication of this is to shew what is to be Expected from the Pope, if
he come to be Supream Head of the Church in this Nation.”

Only onc copy of that broadsheet can now be traced. It is in the
British Museum, aud is probably the copy from which the text was

352

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XIV, Number 3
(Autumn 1960),



‘(0961 uwnny)

€ JaquinN ‘AIX dwnjoA “Areiqi Alsianiun pieateH “ssepy ‘@bpuqued -una|ing Areiqi pieateH “Ausioniun pleateH / Aeiqi uolybnoH - Ausiaaiun pieareH

——a = L - OB e v_ - " . e . o ——\. P " e Y ot . \-7:‘-: .-...:. - .‘.:.ﬁ,‘ 'i -.' ! - 3 -
Vo S N A AP VR : i 2 -=- May the Father who Created Man Crerfi-him or tliem, Bay.the Son wha, -

1

e - . . P P P . . o e . : . . .
. e . = J =) . " . . . .
2l e e THE . : O A i DN
. ':,:-. o . .;. . S s K . ;- .. . o ,'. o o

e

e

'

‘. ai¥e
Mpttmg o Puccy 107 5.

v

3 il R A
" . B - .
PRl e ."

5
-
4 g PN (Y
C O 5
) s
- 0-

L
v .‘ . . -’
. L= e R o L et . .
! 4 .r = . N BN e aty TR P Tty - et . L ’ e Y - :
” .o -.':, . : Se .'.-‘. g . .-:- . Vo . . 2 . .
. ok ] ":. ; . ‘ ] = A . & . BIRm 4w rana
. Lo . . 4 R L R e e . . b \ ca - )
- . .. -l\. -'- '- . - 5 .:- . . - = ‘.‘ :‘-: I' X -' -. - 5 .. . wall ) . a o K
DREADFWE - L et
b T ST T L B o e . Srie . NG 3 ] O o de S UL

. og A ° . - T . . = -
J by ~ oA = . - e smm e . Cr4_ G BN
. .l - . . x : .
R Y P Wi, . - e TPl - e 8 X
.. e . % Ve - s .. - ‘ P mrmaes s e
ot : Ot ¥ o . . . 1 .
i R . . . . . .. = e * - .
) % . . 2% . Y T 3
- oY ) . X N .

VAT BEING

© . Thé TORM.of 3¢ EXCOMMUNICATION: I e
B ) P 6 ¥ : i . p . I .
S HrECORSRH B S : SR R r

M
iV

AL CE TR CELT

OF & i - -
e - e . 2 . 5 - A .

By VA R . S R sl T
w8 l.,.';” e A . ey dm A v -.',.

. A DELERE -
I- .. . - . .. -
.. - Lz SR S e
A e A
2 3 A (s g .
S A s - : _.'l.'.-
- e g . — - . . o -
. - ' r Il .
. " . . b o [}

-them be Curfeitin Living, in Dyine, in Eazing, in Drinkin;

.- Suffered foen, Quefe him actlizm. - . May-the Holy Ghoft who was gjven to

us.in Bapmilme:Qurfe him or chem, My the:holy Crofs whem Chrifl for aur

Salvatwon Tn':'mr]ling over lds Excroy.akend, Cartehimor them,. Mayehe -
- Holvhad Erctal-Vingin Afory- Modkenf-Gend, Crefe himt o thon May Se. -
- Alichaf slic Advocu-of holy Souls, Curfe hiny.or chemMay all che Anecls

» am Arthinoek; Principaficics and Powers. and allthe heavenly Mo, Curfe lim
~ ocihim Moy the Laudable Nomber af e Pamrarehs and Frophiers, Corsfs
* hinv e ehiems-May 8¢ Fersr the Chiel-fare it an:l: Baptiftof Clamil, Curfe
" hinoechem: May St#érorand SePaid, anl SciBidvem, and all-ébier Clyitts *

Aroflles: toncter with#he ol of che Dhlciples and e flr Fyenachifts, who
gy theig Prceching: comverted tlie UniverGd Warld, Corfe him or: them, May
s Ity and w)nfl‘u'ﬁ’d[(,‘mﬂpnny of Miireyrs anil Confoffiirswia by theirholy

. Works e futhd pleafing 10 God Almighey, Cude him'or them: May thelio-
I])'Qgim of the holy Veruns who for the Honoue of Chrift bave -deffifid tho
thinus of the World, -Curfe him or dhem, - Mavall the Sings: whn-lom: the

. beminairig &(the World to Fviérlifling Ané¥irstonad e Fe chiebeloved of G -

- -

Curle hisorzbem. May the Heavens.ind Facth, unlall- the hofy Thins re.

<. maininz tctedr; Cueft him of chemt,, Mav himar them be Curded wikrevee
2o ey be, Wetler i e Hoit e oF inthor Fiddd, or st-thie Hialivay-or-

in the Patl¥orin Had Wood, or in‘the Water; orimthe Church  May hinsor
Hh , o in eine Henery,
. being Thirlly, in Eifbing,in Sleepise, it Slumbring, in Waking, in Walkine,
D Seundane, in-Sitting, in Lyingin Wocking, in Refling, in Piffing, in Shitting,:

.~ inBloodJetring: Muyhe or they: be Clirled in'alf the Faculties of thizie Bady,
+ . May kim or'them be Confedinvtardly aod o

LA ol 1-u | dly, - May [ic ot rhey. be | .
CurfEed b the' baic'ot s onrhicr Tvad - May heor they be Ourfad In [us or-

their-Lrain  Nay he or theybe Curfed in the top of Dis or ticir.Head, in

i _..j"l‘nléén.dut 6 the Lsber-Book of thi¢ Cluréh: o.?:,’i{;r&rﬂmf,ﬁéw. t

inthe Cuffod}f'd f:che Dran and'C'haprcr there.  Writ by

N .Em"%’ the BiShOF. TSRO . * Thit fud - . "'-?f. e ..\-il‘]'l]]u.l' Hﬂﬂlrs;: in dwit’ Fingm,\ m tth.t B[&ﬂﬂ". n thf‘!?",
el R A ST Wi W L ! e o2+ B ad0berioE. pasts to the ¥
5 e gt B {1 Yk it i e : o % .-'.--.=‘IhitrJasj:--‘n tha Genials, in tse Hips..in the Knoes,
' e e, ~=in‘the-Yoynms, andincic Navie: . May
k' maedee LMo e e et e e L S o AR & » ll]siwﬂg os d e . - _.-'-. 8y S _ - -:"".":'G'O‘Ft'ﬁn TOp vf.t!u.'. }[CHd," m'tlw ﬁ)li

il of e hivly Candons;. and'af dhe uhidediled Yirgin vy, iz Mo,

el
SN B
.

- Kol Tiosents. shoin i fight olthe Holy Lamb are fourid worthy o fing ! s T e il PN ond B

o l}rmw Sang, and ol tir loly Mircyesand holy Gonfefioss. ancd ofthe oly . o .. . 3 : s e

ek Wraing: and of aflthe Suiis, nnd tooedicewichial.she ‘[holy :S.;tr 1;1:1& of . AT . “8 n&! B B om & Bonee st S
b God 2 We Exéommmnicite and Anochienatize hine or-liem; Milefilor or i Sl S FTE Publication ofthis it ta (50 wlat fito be Foseled frant e
0 p Malch&ors—and fromtls TheeMnlds of dhcholy Chureh of God -Almirhry - R - ,T.!fm’zn_& Supream Ifeod of e Chorelijn thir N&;&ﬁ-i o

e I.'.".W.cﬁtqﬂd‘m“c"'-‘""“f he e chey may be tntmented, difofedand delivired

:BY-'t]‘scMhoﬁi;_-or:God'Afmiuh. > the: Fidher, Suh; “and Holy 'i}]léd.“rmg Tear

Aeye rlir pre-

1627, fire

| rals Avche Angels, Thtones, Donjisians, Vewers, Chévalsing arick Scraphinsfand feres Xears
t dncluﬂyf\h';rgchrc’hs.!’m;dmﬁ.md of:tl t’h:mxﬂfeszmdﬁvur%\:llﬂs.und afdig e,

Favtr. with Dbty and Adiram, Imbwith thoft who 1y ‘inro the Loed God,
e .:,'. Depar frows s, 5/ Bosoie ot by anayes., And it Fire isquenchd with Water, -

v b oler e tinhtof im of themy be puk.ou for evetmore, unlcfs:cﬂnl[rqv_.n:

S EE iy G themitand mahe Faeista Bon. e LT LT e T
e e e e S iy ] AMay

Cew - Soundnefs ivlimeop thems Ty

_teir Templess in theie Farchead, .intleir Fa
Clieks, Tin thoe-fowbomres; ' ntheir Noftiilzin their fore:Tegthiof Grindcss,
in' ther Lips, in tlitir Theoat, ihtheir Stroulders-in elicie

trm :'.-.“"':.:.'.'.":".;.:‘..-. .'. ar tm:he ortl . :ﬂ.l;'lﬂ mmﬁﬂiou.;--dnw.

e i, My e Son of: the Living-God with o the Glory

Al an P ridir - and alall-ha Cnla AL Vimncs, A bundred !‘ L g s .."11".",0& ety aind may, Heaven wwicfall che Powees wh
F=aliorani otk is of oue Sivictr—aad oMALV acs:, A bundred Sty _.: rm-, A s ﬂmé’? orn tdbﬂnmmmmtlmnhhfsit!h}'

o

rs, inther Eye-leows, in theirs

(ks, in elicie Acms, .

; andinall the -
Siomach. -In tixir Keins, in the Groins, ih the
.in the Lers, in che Feer,
he orthoy Ge Cietfexl ja allclivie Juynts, .
of the~Foat, /May there nnt fic any

of bz Maicltyy Ol
e tinicis i

tli repent lim

or t])cm,':

Amen, 8o be i vty

. . . g g ee
. a L) .,
FIRZAA LI T s

cay ..

P s

AT

Cot o

P

L™

. . - .
CRNCEEN VR .-

. b
- e — - ——

Y.

Prate I

The Popes Dreadful Carse, puBLix, 1681

 Reprintcd fir Yefeph Howes Boolfelier i c&ﬁtéi&aé,'ﬁﬁiﬁm:; 16Bx, -

¥R



umgInLbey: omm fimul 601 &
ot Jeys Cxtm‘lmnw?mmf &am
cjwmammwf ‘h&fm Fut‘em.uel -
hung malefadarem: H « Kalunmm
b (g der qecti fecuefbramuf. e
sm'mf {uvphcuf crucmduf man

TEXTUS ROFFENSDS, I'OL. 981

fpectu agni foli digni inventi funt *c'"cnticum

~cantare novum, & {anctorum Martymm &

fanétoruim Confcﬁ'orum, & fanGarum Virgi-

num, atque omnium fimul fantorum & electo-

rum Dei, Excommunicamus & anathematiza-
vel o8 S vel os . 5.

mus hunc furem, vel hunc malefadtorem, N.

Textus Roffensis, LD. HLARNE, I, §§

| num, atquc otaniunifimul fandtorum’et -

o ele&orum DCI, —Excommumcamus, et -
"u‘ % v -rut!os._ s Bt tefc-s' <
dnathernanzamus hunc furem, vcl hunc

s ;
male[a&orem, N N;eta ]munlbus fan&m

Deci . ecclefiz” fequcﬁ:ramus et "ternis '

Tristran: Shandy, voL. 111, LONDON, 1761, P. 40
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The Curse of Lraulphus 303

printed in The Harleion Miscellany, VI (London, 1745), 493—494.
Recently, among the boaks bequeathed to Harvard by Lee M Fried-
man, there was found a copy of another edition, with the imprint ‘Re-
printed for Joseph Howes Bookseller in Castle-street, Dublin. 1481°
(see Plate I). The Gentleman’s Magazine (Scptember, 1745, p. 490)
reprinted the text from T'he Harleian Miscellany withoutacknowledg-
ment, and it 1s paossible that other magazines or newspapers likewise
copied it. In the winter of 176061, when Laurence Sterne was writ-
ing the third volumc of Tristranr Shandy and came to the episode where
Dr Slop cuts his thumb when untying his bag of instruments and curscs
hus servant Obadizh for having tied it in such 2 way, be evidently rc-
membered having read “The Curse of Ernulphus’ and determined to
mtroduce it into his hook.

It is obviously not a matter of any importance whether Sterne ob-
tained the text from The Harleian Miscellany or the Gentlemarn’s Mag-
azine, but the cvidence appears to point to the latter, for the 1681
broadshcet cditions and T/he Harleian Miscellmizy spell the bishop’s
name ‘Lrnulfus,” whereas the Gentleman’s Magazine and Sternc spel!
it ‘Lrnulphus.” Moreover, The Harleian Miscellany describes the
original London edition, giving the imprint, as ‘Folio, containing two
Pages,” whereas the Gentleman’s Magazine does not date or describe it
at all. If Sternc had used The Harleian Miscellany he would not have
needed to say that Mr Shandy had ‘procured’ a copy — presumably
a manuscript copy — ‘out of the leger-book of the church of Roches-
ter.’” This he had done out of veneration for ‘thar gentleman, who, in
distrust of his own discretion in this point, sat down and composed
(that is at his leisure) fit forms of swearing suitable to all cases,” which
‘he kept . . . cver by him on the chimney piece, within his rcach,
rcady for usc.” (Tristrasm Shandy, 111, London, 1761, 34-35.)

That Srerne should have remembered this picce for fifteen years is
not particularly remarkable, since when it appeared in both the miscel-
lany and the magazine Sterne was evidently employed by his uncle,
the Archdeacon, in hunting out Jacobites and writing squibs against
them, His violent anti-Roman feclings, which caused him to caricature
Dr Burton as the Catholic Dr Slop, are well known The 1681 state-
ment concerning the reason for printing this piece, quoted above, was
repeated 1n both the 1745 reprints.

*See Wilbur L. Cross, The Life and Tines of Laurence Sterne, 3rd od. (New
Haven, Conn., 1929), pp. 79 and 86-88.
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Sterne printed the English text, with a number of slight alterations
to heighten the effect and even more interpolations to fit ic to the story,
and also included the original Latin with a footnote that reads (111, 36):
‘As the genuineness of the consultation of the Serbansze wpon the ques-
tion of baptism [which appears in Tristrasnz Shandy, 1, York, 1760,
134~139)], was doubted by somc, and denied by others, — "twas
thought proper to print the original of this excommunication; for the
copy of which Mr. Shandy returns thanks to the chapter clerk of the
dcan and chapter of Rochester.” This Latin text he obtaned from
‘Thomas Hearne’s edition of the Textus Roflensis, Oxford, 1720, pp.
55—59, and not, as Professor Cross has stated,” from The Harleian
Miscellany, which does not include it. He copied it with considerable
care, as may be seen by the reproductions given in Plate II, the first
being from the facsimile of the Textus Roftensis, Part I, as edited by
Pcter Sawyer (Early English Manuscripts in Facsintile, VII; Copen-
hagen, 195%), fol. ¢98r; the second from Textus Roffensis, cd. Hearne
(Oxford, 1720), p. 55; and the third from the first edition of Tristram

Shandy, 111 (London 1761), 40.
WirLiam A. JACKSON

* Laurence Sterne, p. 170. Neither The Flarleian Miscellany nor Tearne’s Textus
Roffensis is included in the sale catalogue of Sterne’s library {see 4 Facsiniile Repro-
duction of @ Unique Catalogue of Lanrence Sterne's Library with a Preface by Charles
W hibley, London, 1930), but the Idearne was available to hum, in 2 large—paper copy,
at the Minster Library in York, The ° unlquc copy of the Sternc catalogue is now in
Lord Rothschild’s library; another is in the remarkable Sterne colIcctmn of: ]G

"1’. Oates,
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