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A VIRTUAL CASTRATO(?!) 

~I~ WHEN I BEGAN TO TEACH SINGING, THE MECHANICS 
OF VOCAL PHENOMENA WERE INADEQUATELY UNDER· 
STOOD. INSTINCT ALONE, SOMETIMES HAPPY, SOME· 
TIMES ERRONEOUS, WAS THE ONLY SUBSTITUTE FOR 
ACCURATE KNOWLEDGE. I WAS ANXIOUS TO DISCOVER 
THE ACTUAL PHYSIOLOGY OF THE VOICE, TO SEE THE 
GLOTTIS EXPOSED IN THE VERY ACT OF SINGING. BUT 
HOW COULD THE MYSTERIES OF AN ORGAN SO WELL 
HIDDEN BE UNVEILED ? 
ONE SEPTEMBER DAY IN t 854, I WAS STROLLING IN 
THE PALAIS ROYAL, PREOCCUPIED WITH THE EVER· 
RECURRING WISH so onEN REPRESSED AS UNRE· 
ALIZABLE, WHEN, DAZZLED BY A REFLECTION IN THE 
WINDOW, I SUDDENLY ENVISIONED THE TWO MIRRORS 
OF THE LARYNGOSCOPE IN THEIR RESPECTIVE POSI· 
TIONS AND THE GLOTTIS REVEALED· AS IF ACTUALLY 
PRESENT BEFORE MY EYES. 

Our work constitutes one step towards the very difficult 
goal of transforming one instrument into another. Banal, 
but rich: speech is the music of eve,y day. Para-verbal 
phenomena such as hesitations, reformulations, sighs, 
breathing, and laughter used to be considered as parasitic 
phenomena of speech communication. 

A convivial stammering, like Juvenile acne or a first moustache, 
a characteristically adolescent way of putting oneself forward 
through one's very timidity, building up one's supposed auda-
city by hiding gaffes In gracious awkwardness or, In the case of 
obvious failure, folding without any great Joss, with one of those 
prepubescent poses of an almost-thirty-year-old troubled teen-
ager whose plight discourages any Inclination to chastise them. 

Des "vibrations", des "sensations•, dts "resonances• - a demi-
mondaine strategy of deliberate gaucherie ... aiming to prudent-
ly manage the capital of elegant timidity and fearful vanity, at 
once Insolently childish and pitifully aduli. 
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UNFOLD THE SPACE 
THAT DOES JUSTICE 
TO YOUR BODY The prince of the night II not so much ODf who po,-

...... bat one who CID 'let tbUJBS otr. the lire utper 

A meed point fmaJfS from this chaoo of fret Wills. ofthmholds and tipping points, apahle oftriptrins We bne to move from the concept of the 
club to the concept of the •1arge space". 
UM I,,,,,_ p/Ste de danR oa:upt I~ /alssl 
VIICllt1t par 16 stwp de lbtchesltt. l1J diva tmmt,. 
tionlu peut y c6rO)l!l" Its J-,ts gt!11S past-modemts, 
/fllts OU gmp,ns. 16 lnttl1«WelS de drab OU de 
gauche. 16 lllais noaam/JuleS no/rs OU /J/ancs, Its 
punts sans argent mols non sans origlnal/tt_ C'est 
lnMJ/1 des physlonomlstts de l'tmtt de slledlonner 
tt de dos6 la dientele. I.ts mots dbrdre sont 
'la attilJJde posit/Ye: "un /ao/c IIllVIJIUf' tt •~ respect 

des d/JJffl!nas'. 

On this dance floor, 1ft sea precarious comfort OD I 
doomed pland. 'J'wo deYlls lead the dance: !ht dml 
of imptrftcllon. llnbd to the nallual entropy of !ht 
unlwnt. and the dml cf clilonler and ccnfuslon, •-
cmq I t,..t.,.....i noise of corrupltd mtllliDJ AB 
Yiscolily, all amhiplly flDlllllu from !ht cllabollcaL 

En 1980 dans sous-sots du Polaa, IIIMfflt "Lt Prlv-
11¥, un club restaurant Ires 61tlste au tod:ts sra,s 
tt VIP poum,nl se l"tt10<Mf pour des so/rlts nettffllfflt 

mains g,und public mats toc4 aussl dmlffl(,s_ 

a tbouaand 1estwn. C<>ercl.a, the ellta to adopt the 

modest, defeated tone of celebrllleJ who, yleldlna to 

tbe crowd. as- lo ttlDDft their clispiseL She iJ a 

muter In the diplomacy of caprice and tbt art of the 

cocktail. muiD8 .. groups • ...,...uom and social 
Nllllrally, this prlYdeged 1ituatlon I• acandalow to• con- cakgorla her frult, lnlerbretdi.a, them with loots. It 

youth's &hock pra,matJsm. A fros~ Corina 111 cocklall of money, fashion and the press, but abo 

abelterlna an ellte corrupted by the nollaJaia for 1ubYer- talent and the street ••• 1 cockbil u poised and volallle 

slon ... promoting I frasrant mtdiocrlly of insolence, u the aitical point where 9ueo111, liquid and aolid 
11"1111na petulance on to humble talent ... 
How lo ellmlute WI arropat vllcolilyl 

The Nishi, benevolent lo thole who live i>r pltuwt, un-

forsimJ lo puppet, of social hierarchy ... anyone am be 
I dllr.en of the niaJ,t • bat lnelepnce will not be loler-

aled. 

states coexist_. A cnu:ial point: 

For dJslocation and depreaslon ii Infi-
nitely more rapid than the patlmt mat-
aradon of united bodies of struggle, 
subversion and solidarity capable of em-
bracing the mulU tude. 
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MAKING SENSE 
OF VARIATIONS 

as ephemeral and derisory as the perpetual 
puglllsm of the Great Natural Banquet In 
which the species gobble each other up? 

One senses an Imminent demise. We shall 
go down, but let It be In a manner lo which 
we may look forward as worthy of our dig-
nity. Scrutinising the horizon of mlllennlal ten-

dencies, we discern a multitude of young 
cavaliers in charge of Increasingly 'Intel-
ligent' nomad-objects ... but their lifer Bu-
lJmlc, constipated. 'stressed: overwhelmed 
by tests and running on pitiless thermostats 
- constrained to respond to their own ultl-
mata. .. 

Young nomads, we love you! 
& yet more modern, more mobile, more flu· 
Id, If you don~ want to end up like your ances-
tors In the muddy fields of Verdun. Be light, 
anonymous, precarious like drops of water or 
soap bubbles: this Is true equaitty, the Great 

Casino of life. 

If you're not fluid, you will very quickly btcome 
losers. You wtl1 not bt admitted Into the Global 
Supm,oom of the Greal Market •.• 
Be tlbsolutely modern, bt a nomad, be fluid -or 
check ou~ like a vlscou lour! 

Gnawed at by future hunger, by appetites an-
ticipating other appetites, these youngsters 
must learn to send simple, strong messages 
to survive In the future cybervlllage. Cosmo-
politanism Is after all a certain transcontinen-
tal way of staying at home and amongst your 
own. 

The Night allows the dancer to stagnate 
dellclously In an lnfinltely protracted lu-
dlc transit, playing the arbiter of elegance, 
without sinking too qulcldy Into the treach-
erous pestilence of nouvt!le phtlosophlt. 
Phllmophers: those magnificent thugs of 
thought who tremble neither before the 
sacred nor before science: the turbulent 
Knights of Speculation, the Great Priests of 
the fluid and the chaotic, virtumos of mi-
metic contagions. .. 

Our conclusion, In the 'advice lo the young' 
A farce that traverses generations. In the style: 
end, Is history Just a graveyard of aristocra-
cies, an Interminable chronicle of triumphs Keep away from 'philosophers'! 
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